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Live Entertainment: 


DOWNTOWN: 
October 22nd - 24th 
DUANE ALLEN 
October 27th - 31st 
BOBBY AUSTIN 


WEST EDMONTON MALL: 
October 22nd - 24th 
STAN GALLANT 
October 27th - 31st 
TONY DIZON 


KARAOKE EVERY SUNDAY AT WEM @ 9pm 
EDMONTON OILERS PAY PER VIEW 
Monday, November 2nd @ 5:00 pm 


Edmonton Oilers vs. NY Islanders 
* playing at all Edmonton Pubs locations 


Hol www.edmontonpubs.com 
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‘LiVE MUSIC 7 AUS a WEEK 


THE Hegh in DHE Near OF DI SOrAGACONA 


THiS WeeK OCT 19 - OCT 24 
ROSS NEILSON and The Sufferin’ Bastards 


it 5 Jy 
Mex MICHAEL CHARLES and His Band 
Week October 26-31 


AROUND THEGORNER © Saturday Aebernoon Jam 
ANDREW “JR BOY” JONES OSTEO BY ROTTEN DAN 


100 SUM 
and The Tall Draggers 


FUNKAFEELYA 
10329 - 821d AVENUE - WWW_DINesOnWwhute.ca 
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ECIEGHIC SUNGAUS Featuring 
Gold Metal 

















DEFINITELY MOBY 
Moby makes his first-ever visit to 
Edmonton this weekend. Maybe 
we can convince him to stay? 


PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
SCULPTURE BY michaelTRAV3RS 


MANAGING EDITOR Jel{ Ho 
ART DIRECTOR Michael 


- & OPINION BUSHGETS A STANDING 0 FROM 
* ETOWN FAITHFUL 








NEHSAMFOMIRSEOTR vaso svataoeeenena W-DUMbles through a half-hour speech on the 
STAFF WRITER cin aljaonieeveawers — Gefensive and looking for sympathy. 
DESIGNER i atwest 
Beene ae feature THE DWINDLING URBAN 
SALES CONSULTANT Evir Gi + Lexan FOREST 
SALE SCONSUTANY Paap Goodbye, greenery? Edmonton is “way 
SALES CONSULTANT i Kk feat 5 5 k ; . 
CLASSIFIEDS|LISTINGS error Cor|undeegeaten  DEind” in replacing its tree population. 
saanWerteulstttieltteeecns, ¥2 MUSIC FROM RUSSIA, WITH 
DISTRIBUTION ASSISTANT Shane Ber GUITARS 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT Kary Bow 


“Rock star” never used to be a viable 
career option in the Soviet Union, but 
Mumiy Troll changed all that. 


see magazine w5: { dmor 


UES ON SCFECN THE UNIVERSE VS. 
elcames your Opinions. Please send letters to lettersfisee. preatwest.ca LARRY GOPNIK 

oui The Coen brothers’ A Serious Manis a 
i700,10z5lasperwvee — SEriOUSly Daffling fable about a seriously 


Edmonton, Alberta, T5) 1X8 


TEL (780) 430.9003 unlucky Jew. 
FAX (780) 432.1102 
e-mail: infofisee.greatwest.ca 


vmattutitoosessives 26 AILS ISTHIS STUFF COOL OR 
lation Dept WHA T?: 1 

* ~The artistic residents of east downtown 
want to celebrate their neighbourhood 
before it all changes. 
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2009 COBALT SS MODEL SHOWN, 


MSRP $26,870 
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CASH CREDIT~ 
Recycling Program 
sleanaif 


Your Ride 
Conode’s Vehicle 


SAFETY RATING® 
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2009 CHEVROLET AVEO LT 
YOUR CHOICE OF 5-DOOR OR SEDAN 
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> CASH FoR CLUNKERS 





IN COLLABORATION WITH RETIRE YOUR RIDE, FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.** 


GUARANTEE 


TIME IS RUNNING OUT ON OUR 2009 


SATISFACTION 


HWY: 5.8L/100KM - 49MPG 
CITY: 8.4L/100KM - 34MPG* 


CASH CREDIT” 
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COMMENTARY - BUSH VISIT [753 words 


George W. Bush On The Defensive 


Outraged Citizens | About 200 people protested outside the Shaw Conference Centre during George Bush's speech. PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 





HIDDEN NINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

W. BUMBLES THOUGH A 
HALF-HOUR SPEECH FOR THE 
FAITHFUL, AS PROTESTERS 
SHOUT OUTSIDE 





“I'm a big believer in free speech,” 
George W. Bush says with an emerg- 
ing smile Tuesday night at the Shaw 
Conference Centre, nodding at his 
first protester being dragged away by 
gloved goons: “Except for this one.” 

Ha. Ha. Uh. Well, exactly. 

Let me soften your concerns. As 
Bush the ruefully unpunished war 
criminal invades Edmonton with his 
hokey “everyman” script and softball 
questions delivered — ridiculously 
— by former jock and total suck-up 
Kelly Hrudey, nothing important is 
revealed whatsoever. If anything, the 
Convention Centre room stuffed full 
of creepy faithful closely resembles 
a modern megachurch, folks pay- 
ing incredible money to hear exactly 
what they already believe deep in 
their hearts: that they are fundamen- 
tally good people living on the backs 
of no one. As such, the crowd is mas- 


sively white, Christian, and dressed 
for a sermon on their pretend world- 
view, one which more effectively 
uses every single accused tactic of 
evil its “enemies” employ except 
suicide bombing. Namely: implied 
threat of nuclear destruction, tor- 
ture, weapons of mass destruction, a 
close surveillance of the population 
and ceaseless propaganda,’ the last 
two rewving fully right here, patrolled 
metictilously by stern Jerry Springer 
bouncers in white — a colour scheme 
picked up from Emperor Palpa- 
tine. When someone yells, “Fix the 
sound!” after 10 minutes.of the pa- 
thetically half-inaudible interview, a 
fauxhawk worm runs over with two 
apes, grinning and pointing, looking 
for collaborators, saying, “Who was 
it?” He backs off when he realizes 
what was actually said, but talk about 
front-row fascism in action. 

Calmly scripted, Bush hits his 
pulpit for effect, using the absolute 
cheapest methods to win us over. 
Immediately in, the former and cer- 
tainly worst living president brings 
up his wife, his God, his friends in 
Canada, then slips on an Oilers jer- 
sey and says we're the bestest world- 
class city he’s ever seen. I made that 
last part up, but just barely. For the 
ladies, over and over, he brings up his 
faithful dog, Checkers. Oops, Freud- 
ian slip — Barney, of course. Too bad 
he can't recall the name of even one 
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of our prime ministers, which even 
the blue-eyed hypocrites in the seats 
titter about. a 

But paid roughly $150,000 an 
hour, what's most interesting about 
the man’s half-hour speech is how, 
like Nixon’s eleventh-hour asser- 
tions, Bush is always, always on 
the defensive when talking politics, 
even to the utterly converted here. “I 
wanted to be the education president, 
but I was overwhelmed by the cir- 
cumstances,” he says with doe eyes, 
looking for sympathy — as if all the 
education-destroying, funding-des- 
peration efforts by teachers to meet 
the No Child Left Behind standard- 
ized tests were actually effective. For 
the sake of the American children, 
thank God Dubya was distracted by 
his global destabilization. Which, he 
lies about right to our faces, saying 
he had no diplomatic options left in 
Iraq — even though Hussein buckled 
in the end and said, as the Sun put in 
its headline, “Can we talk?” 

Hilariously, to just a few of us, 
mind you, dancing Bush also writes 
his own résumé, talking about “a 
world where ideologues roam and 
create havoc” and how despots use 
“force, power and money” to achieve 
their goals, though he was referring 
to Cuba, not himself. 

Talking about retirement, he re- 
veals his shock engaging the “first 
time I walked in a neighbourhood in 





14 years.” Just think about that. For 
comedic effect, he reveals he now 
has to clean up his own dogshit. Oh, 
and dig this, his “most important” 
observation in office: “Friends mat- 
ter a lot in life.” Wow, awesome. 
What are you, a fucking hot country 
singer now? 

And yet, amid this babble where 
he twice corrects himself on misuse 
of the word “facetiously,” this cun- 
ning political badger who long ago 
attended the tactical presentation of 
Ralph Klein on how to come off as 
regular Joe gets a famous Edmonton 
standing-O right off the bat, and it's 
this side of things I find the-most un- 
nerving. Bush is a write-off, a fairly 
powerless cog — especially now — in 
the mechanics of the machine built 
to ensure its own eternal power. But 
these slithering, lickspittle scumbags 
in the crowd with their trophy wives 
and shit-eating grins, it’s just tortur- 
ous to sit among them, and J’m proud 
of everyone who yells something like 
“Israel kills innocents!” or “No blood 
for oil!” inside — and out. I leave, 
early, baby Bush still going on about 
his loving parents. Emerging from 
the building, the diminished crowd 
of protesters screams, “Shame on 
you!” at me and | laugh. Homies, 
shame on us all. 
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David Gray | Former official with the Utility 
Consumer Advocate Office. PHOTO BY TIM COOPER 
EDMONTON : ELECTRICITY 

EX-OFFICIAL WARNS OF POWER PRICE 
ROLLER-COASTER 


Edmontonians will face spiking electricity 

prices in the near future if power-generating 
markets do not change, says David Gray, the 
former executive director with the provincial 


| Utility Consumer Advocate office. 


| “The power consumers in Alberta are 
| going to see their regulated rates, rates 
| that are set by the government, start to go 


| up and down like a toilet seat at a party,” 


he says. “At the moment, you can only buy 
power one month ahead for consumers, and 





you can't have any long-term contracts. It's 
| those long-term contracts that allow the 
price to drop, because you take a lot of risk 
away from the company that is providing 
your electricity.” 

Gray spoke at a meeting of the Our 
Power Citizens Group, a local organiza- 
tion campaigning for a public vote on the 
spinning-off of the municipally owned 
| Epcor power generation business to a new 
company called Capital Power, and the 
offering of shares to the public. He told the 
approximately 60 people in attendance 
that, without long-term contracts, he fears 
many Albertans will not be able to protect 
themselves from soaring power bills. 

And they may suffer needlessly. 

A five-year power contract could cost 
customers a fixed price of approximately six 
cents per kilowatt-hour, but prices in the cur- 
rent market structure may fluctuate as high 
as 20 to 25 cents per kilowatt-hour, he says. 
“{can tell you from direct experience that we 
can certainly get a better deal for the power 
that we're buying from these wholesale 
companies that serve the small consumer,” 
he says. “I think you need to ask your city 
council how they feel about the energy 
policy of the Alberta government, and are 
they willing to do anything to support you as 
consumers to get you a better deal.” 

Gray was invited to speak by Our Power, 
which is currently trying to force a plebiscite 
on the Capital Power deal with a petition. 

Though group spokesman Richard Zwicker 
concedes the recovery of all Epcor's power 
generating assets is unlikely, he remains 
hopeful a significant reversal can be made. 

“If we were to direct city council through a 
plebiscite to recover the control and owner- 
ship of assets that service to Edmonton, it's 
likely that they can do so,” he says. 

The citizens group must get approxi- 
mately 80,000 signatures in a two-month 





period to make the plebiscite possible. Their 
deadline to meet that quota is Nov. 29. 
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COMMENTARY « PROVINCIAL POLITICS |939 words 


Can Smith Define The Wildrose Before Others Do? 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
SETTING SPECIFIC POLICIES 
AND KEEPING OUT THE NUTS 
ARE AMONG THE CHALLENGES 
THE NEW PARTY LEADER FACES 





| was sitting in a north Edmonton 
hotel ballroom with about 500 or so 
others last Saturday afternoon, pa- 
tiently waiting for the Wildrose Al- 
liance Party to announce their new 
leader, when | noticed the old guy 
sitting in front of me was surveying 
the room with a smile on his face 

We got to talking. His name was 
Mac, and he’s the kind of guy who 
looks like he’s voted Conservative 
his whole life, which indeed he has. 
He had a face as wrinkled as a un- 
made bed, meaty hands that were 
accustomed to doing the kind of 
work I wouldn't dare attempt, and 
a ratty old ballcap worn in that old 
man style — sitting lopsided atop 
his head. 

“There’s something happening 
here,” he told me with a slightly 
conspiratorial smile. Yep, he said, 
the Wildrose Alliance gathering re- 
minded him of the early days of the 
Reform Party, the western grassroots 
movement that changed the face of 
Canadian politics. 

Here's the kind of guy the Tories 
have counted on for 36 years of un- 
interrupted power, a guy who always 
votes for a conservative-leaning par- 
ty. Yet here he is, working on form- 
ing a party that takes direct aim at 
the Conservatives. 

Only time will tell if the Wildrose 
is the 21st-century version of the Re- 
form Party, but it’s off to an impres- 
sive start. 

With the overwhelming victory 
(6,295 votes to 1,905) of Danielle 
Smith over far-right challenger 
Mark Dyrholm, the Wildrose has an 
important piece in its evolution in 
place. Politicians always talk about 
the grassroots, but without a leader 
to cling to, those grassroots tend to 
shrivel and die. A Dyrholm leader- 
ship would have branded the party 
a fringe outfit with little populist ap- 
peal; this guy is wa-a-a-ay out there. 
But with Smith — just 38, telegenic, 
and already a bit of a media darling — 
there is a fresh right-wing party with 
an appealing new leader to challenge 
the Tories on their right flank. 

I was expecting to find a room full 
of belt buckles and cowboy hats, but 
this gathering wouldn't have looked 
out of place at a Tory or Liberal 
convention. There was lots of grey 
hair, but also lots of earnest-looking 


young professionals in suits, lots 
of prosperous-looking middle-aged 
men and women, lots of everything 


except minorities. (I saw exactly one 
non-white face, which is not to say 
there weren't more, but they were 
not noticeable.) There was no out- 
ward vibe of right-wing nuttiness 

I chatted with a twentysomething 
couple and asked them what was it 
about the Wildrose that appealed to 
them. They both said they were fis- 
cal conservatives, and were opposed 
to big government. | asked them why 
they didn’t support the Liberals, and 
their answer was simple: they’re big 
government types, just like the Con- 
servatives. 

Since we were in public and they 
seemed nice, | refrained from re- 
minding them that the Liberals 
haven’t been in power in Alberta 
since 1921 

But they inadvertently pointed out 
a major hurdle the Wildrose faces 
The fact that the Liberals have no 
track record in Alberta doesn’t mat- 
ter — Liberals are big spenders, big 
government types 
there is to it. Once your reputation 


and that’s all 


is cemented in the public's mind, 
no amount of spin or rebranding 
can change it. The Wildrose is in a 
position to define itself before the 
public does 

Albertans like right-wing parties 
(we've had nothing but right-wing 
parties in government for nearly 75 
years), but not too far right. If the 


Wildrose goes all Rush Limbaugh, | 


they’re screwed 
While plenty of people inside and 


outside of the media will be prepared | 


to paint the party as a far-right wing 
fringe, Smith took the offensive. In 
her acceptance speech, she said, “In- 
stead of fixating on how right-wing 


we should be, let's focus on how | 
grassroots we can be. Our grass- | 


roots party is about common sense 
ideas, timeless ideas that reflect 


the mainstream values of average | 


Albertans.” 
Just what are these “timeless val 
ues”? The only piece of literature 


from the party available at the meet- | 


ing included right-wing gripes like 
“Remember when you didn’t have to 
worry about being dragged in front 
of a kangaroo court merely for say- 


ing what you believe?”, complaints | 


that “governments have been eating 
away at your freedoms,” and a de- 
mand for an education system that 
“focuses on teaching real knowl- 
edge and life skills, not just ‘feel- 
good stuff.’” 

In her speech, Smith made three 
mentions of “private property rights,” 
one of those right-wing catchphrases 
that speaks to the party's core (I 
guess; | have no idea what it means), 
but isn't the kind of thing neighbours 
talk about over the fence, unless 
they're arguing about property. 
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Victory Smile | Danielle Smith, the new leader of the Wildrose Alliance Party. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


Is the Wildrose the real thing, 
or just the flavour of the month? 
They're doing astonishingly well in 
the most recent public opinion polls, 


but with a leader in place and lots of 


media attention, they will be under 
scrutiny like never before. If the Wil- 
drose goes too far right, the Tories 


can respond by painting themselves 
as moderate centrists. The Tories, re- 
member, will do anything to win 
The Wildrose is at a critical junc- 
ture in its short history. If Smith can 
dampen any of the party's far-right 
proclivities, vastly improve its com- 
munication, and present a “com- 


passionate conservative” face to the 
electorate, they just could be a game- 
changer in Alberta politics 


Maurice Tougas is the former 
Liberal MLA for Edmonton- 
Meadowlark 
mauricetougas@live.com 
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Join Rachel Notley, MLA 
Edmonton-Strathcona 
for the resurrection of 
Art from the Unknown 


iROM THE 


NKNOWN 


We invite everyone to join Rachel in celebrating Edmonton’s 
diverse arts community. Art from the Unknown provides an 
opportunity for emerging artists to display their work and 
connect with community patrons. 


Old Strathcona Centre for the Performing Arts, 8426 Gateway Blvd 


October 23 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM - Event Reception 
October 24 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM - General Attendance 
October 25 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM - General Attendance 


for more information contact 780-414-0702 or visit 
www.rachelnotley.ca 








HAL, 


LOWE 


West Ed 
Narthgate 
Londonderry 
Millwoods 
Boonie Doon 


10422 Se Ave 


{across from Army & Navy on Whyte Ave) 


ph: 780 433 0642 


9835 - 63 Ave (Argyll) 
ph: 780 435 0937 
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PROFILE - G 


UOF ASTUDENT AL KEHLER 
SAYS THE AVAILABILITY 

OF GAMBLING VENUES IN 

| EDMONTON CONTRIBUTED TO 
HIS ADDICTION 





On the day I meet Al Kehler, a soft- 
spoken 27-year-old gambling addict 
with tattoos, stubble, and bright blue 
eyes, he tells me he’s been clean for 
410 days. 

For him, each 24 hours represents 
a buffer between the 
building, and the period of addiction 
he says almost killed him. 
| Oct. 19-26 marks Responsible 

Gambling Awareness Week in Al- 
berta and Kehler is taking the oppor- 
| tunity to tell more people about what 
he calls the hidden disease. 


future he's 


“You get 





the recognition of drugs and alcohol 
| as addictions, but gambling has nev- 
| er had that,” 


he says. “It’s like you're 


living in the shadows and you're do- 





ing it by yourself.” 
Kehler believes a major reason 


people disregard problem gambling 


| as an authentic addiction is because 





it isn’t necessary to administer any- 
thing directly into the body to experi- 


ence an altered state; it leads some to 
| believe there’s no chemical reaction 
| and that therefore problem gamblers 


can quit at any given moment. 

But the effects of gambling are 
still visceral, Kehler says, and ad- 
dicts wipe out their bodies chasing 
highs. On one casino binge while he 
was doing a practicum for his educa- 
tion degree, he taught school during 
the day, did a four-hour lesson plan 
at night, and headed to the casino 
to gamble straight through until the 
next morning. 

“For three weeks,” he says, “I did 
not really sleep, I did not really eat. 
I was consuming three or four of 
those energy drinks a day, plus nine 
or 10 cups of coffee — anything so 
that I could keep on going. It almost 
destroyed me physically... 
the shower, I'd just collapse; if | was 


If I was in 
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Know When 
To Walk Away 





in the hallway, I’d just collapse.... I 
lost over 20 pounds, and then I re- 
member lying there in bed and hav- 
ing my first seizure because I was 
having a lot of problems from the 
amount of sugar and no sleep.” 
Doctors told him his body was 
close to shutting down, but even that 
wasn't enough to make him stop. 
The toll on his health wasn’t the 
only side effect of gambling, though; 
Kehler's addiction also cost him his 
education and the live-in girlfriend he 
thought he’d marry. “First | started 
missing classes,” “and then 
I started missing exams and then I 
absolutely isolated myself from all 
my peers. I didn’t want anyone to get 


he says, 


in the way of me and my addiction. 
Even when I would come home, I'd 
wait for [my now ex-girlfriend] to 
fall asleep and then I'd crawl out of 
bed and play online poker the whole 
night.” 


Alberta Rivals Vegas 

Gary Smith, a research specialist 
with the Alberta Gaming Research 
Institute, says Kehler's story is not 
uncommon in our province. Accord- 
ing to the institute, Alberta is the 
third largest gambling community 
in North America, behind only Las 
Vegas and Atlantic City, Alberta has 
24 casinos (seven in the Capital Re- 
gion), 6,000 video lottery terminals 
(VLTs), and 18,000 slot. machines. 
Since the latter two sources of gam- 
bling were only added in 1993 and 
1996, respectively, it hasn't taken 
long for our province to catapult to 
the forefront of the gambling indus- 
try. 

For the sake of comparison, Ontar- 
io, whose population is three times 
that of Alberta's, has only five casi- 
nos, and, like B.C., upholds a ban on 
VLTs. 

The Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission does have what they 
call “Responsible Gaming Features” 

GAMBLING cont’d on p.7 
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“Go Change 
The World” 


CHANGECAMP EDMONTON 
GATHERING LOOKS AT HOW 





“Why wouldn't I want to be here?” 
Andrew McIntyre excitedly asks. 

“Look at this!” he exclaims as he 
motions to a room of 100 people 
looking to change the world. 

It's Oct. 17, and McIntyre is at the 
University of Alberta's Lister Hall, 
where Edmonton's first Change- 
Camp is taking place. He's not even 
an Edmontonian. He came up for the 
weekend after a business trip Friday 
and decided the event was too good 
to pass up. 

ChangeCamp is a new event to Ed- 
monton, but not a new event itself. 


“It's about the future, reimagining 
the future.” And with that, partici- 
pants are off to discuss that future. 
Many of those in attendance had 
heard about the day through Twitter, 
blogs, or other online outlets. Social 
media is all about participating in the 
conversation (whatever the topic) 


| GAMBLING (cont'd from p. 6) 

on VLTs in the province, including 
a banner ad with a help hotline (1- 

866-332-2322), a readout displaying 
the amount of credits available and 
their cash value, as well as a pop-up 
showing the amount of time a gam- 
bier has spent on the machine. The 


| commission also has a responsible 


and ChangeCamp organizers feel it’s | 


really sparked the idea that regular 
people really do have the power to 
change the way things get done. 


invented long after government,” 
says Justin Archer, 29, another or- 
ganizer. “Had our government been 
invented in the Internet age, maybe 
they'd have developed differently.” 

A big part of the debates, and the 


demos of various new websites, is | 
using technology to improve the | 





“HAD OUR GOVERNMENT BEEN INVENTED 
IN THE INTERNET AGE, MAYBE THEY’D 
HAVE DEVELOPED DIFFERENTLY.” 





Other Canadian cities holding days 
of change include Toronto and Ot- 
tawa. The main aim of the gather- 
ing is to find ways of improving the 
relationship between government 
and citizens — and to that end, it's 
brought together citizens, city coun- 
cillors, and MLAs ina series of rotat- 
ing sessions which are web-enabled 
but also face-to-face. 

“Don't criticize something happen- 
ing, or something that's happened in 
the past,” pleads Chris LaBossiere, 
38, a broad-shouldered, affable man, 
and one of the event's organizers. 


conversation between the govern- 
ment and citizens — for instance, by 
getting more people in government 
online and getting more government 
data into the hands of a burgeoning 
tech crowd so that private citizens 
and the private sector can build ap- 


plications and software to improve | 


everyday life. 

In three weeks there's another 
meeting to discuss what plans and 
actions have risen from the gather- 
ing. As LaBossiere says in his parting 
remarks to the crowd, “Go change 
the world.” 
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gambling training program for staff 
in establishments with VLTs. 
“Things like that only have so 
much effect 
commission spokeswoman Vanda 


on someone,” says 
Killeen, “if they have crossed the line 
from gambling responsibly to having 
a problem with it.” 

Kehler thinks the accessibility of 
gambling venues in Edmonton may 


| have played a role in his addiction, 
“The philosophy is the Internet was | 


because after staying clean for 10 
months during a stay in his Sas- 


katchewan hometown, he relapsed 
immediately upon returning to our 


city. But going through the throes of 


addiction a second time is what made 
panic really set in.“I was so afraid of 
" he says, “yet so 
| didn’t 


what was going on, 
ashamed, so embarrassed 
know who to tell.” 

It wasn’t until he moved in with a 
recovered addict that Kehler discov- 
ered the 12-step program. He credits 
Gamblers Anonymous for helping 
him build a support network and for 
teaching him to face his addiction, 
since it was during the meetings that 
he realized he wasn't alone in his 
struggle, and that other people were 
fighting the same demons. “When 
you’re that far gone,” he says, “it's 
really hard to climb back up and see 
the light. The self-respect, the self- 


esteem, the relationships getting 


formed again, that takes a long time 
and a lot of hard work.” 

The recovered addict is once again 
at the University of Alberta, and will 
graduate with an education degree 
in December. While he’s not sure he 
wants to head straight into teaching, 
he is already interacting with youth, 
giving hundreds of gambling aware- 
ness and education presentations to 
schools each year through his work 
with the Problem Gambling Re- 
sources Network. He says the work 
helps him stay clean, and he believes 
doing what he can to ensure others 
don't lose years of their lives to ad- 
diction is a form of atonement for 
his own past wrongdoings 

“It's not that [the addiction] ever 
goes away,” Kehler says, “but you 
learn to control your triggers and 
you learn to deal with it.” 





Let’s be certain about our electricity. 


It's easy to take electricity for granted. 
After all, we’ve come to expect power 
at every flick of the switch, without fail. 


You've probably heard a lot about 
Alberta’s proposed power system 
upgrades, and there are a ow 
you should know. et 

ok one. 


Over 20 years have passed sinc 


Alberta’s last major electrical ae 


The upgrades are critical for our 
province's future. We know this 
because we're responsible for 
Alberta’s entire power grid. Licial- 
AESO, the Alberta Electric System 
Operator. We're an independent, — “ee 
not-for-profit organization. We don't — 
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FEATURE: URBAN FOREST - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT j1.294 words 





EDMONTON IS “WAY BEHIND” IN 
REPLACING TREES ON STREETS 
AND IN CITY PARKS 









Near the corner of 102nd Avenue 
and 101st Street downtown, stands a 
skinny little tree, its leaves blown off, 
its branches little more than twigs. 
Grimly sticking up from its concrete 
encasement, the small young tree 
looks more like its grey urban sur- 
roundings than a refreshing spot 
of nature. The bright orange spray 
paint on its minuscule trunk marks 
it for removal. 

Recent dry conditions, insect in- 
festations, diseases, and storms have 





2002: 4,300 
2003: 5,200 
~ 2004: 6,200 
2005: 4,300 
2006: 3,000 
2007; 3,400 
2008: 4,100 


\ 


all taken their toll on Edmonton's ur- 
ban forest, and as the city’s forestry 
department has made its rounds as- 


TREE LOSSES, BY YEAR 


sessing the trees, that bright orange 
mark has become a familiar sight on 
our streets. 

Between 2002 and 2008, Edmon- 


ton lost 80,500 trees, ac-* 
cording to the city’s numbers. 6™ 
And the city hasn't kept up \j 
with replacements. Last year, 
4,100 trees were removed, 
but only about half that 
number were replaced — 

















1,300 on boulevards and streets, 
and 700 in parks. 
“Not only are we not replac- 











ing what have lost on an annual 
basis,” 
“but there's a deficiency if you look 
back over the last 10 years.” 
Edmonton is not the only city fac- 
ing such losses, says Michael Rosen, 


says Coun. Linda Sloan, 


president of Tree Canada, a national 
not-for-profit that encourages tree 
planting with education and financial 
support. Across Canada, cities are 
losing trees for the same reasons as 
Edmonton, and many municipalities 
are putting more money into remoy- 
ing trees than planting new one. 
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It's a trend that’s worrisome, Rosen 
feels, because of the environmental 
and psychological benefits trees of- 
fer urban residents. “We consider it 
a real shame that there isn’t more 
support,” he says. “We consider trees 
as a part of our green infrastruc- 
ture. Trees are an important part of 


the city.” 


Ongoing Losses 

Jenny Wheeler, Edmonton's princi- 
pal of forestry, says the department 
is keeping track of how many trees 
are lost and not replaced year over 
year, and promises that those trees 
will eventually be replaced. 

“We are certainly proud, and want 
to see the urban forest grow,” she 
says. “We want to see an increase in 
the number of trees out there.” 

For the time being, though, it’s 
slow going. The forestry department 
hopes to have the trees in front of 
people's homes replaced within two 
years of removal, but when it comes 
to parks, roadways, and other green 
spaces, the process can take up to 
10 years. 

And Mother Nature certainly isn't 
doing the forestry department any 
favours. On July 18, a big summer 
storm dramatically uprooted trees, 
especially in older neighbourhoods. 
The city lost 148 trees during that 
storm. Many more were weakened 
or suffered internal cracks, and are 
only now being marked for removal, 
says Bonnie Fermanuik, an urban 
forester with the city. 

But the extremely dry weather is 
the larger, ongoing problem. Once 
a tree becomes between five and 10 
years old, Fermanuik says, it’s gener- 
ally expected to thrive without ad- 
ditional watering from the city. But 
newer trees are really struggling 
with the lack of rain because they 
don't have the extensive root struc- 
ture needed to find underground wa- 
ter. So, even when the city is able to 
replant a tree, that tree has a lower 
chance of survival than the older tree 
it replaced. “We are way behind,” 
Fermanuik says. “But you have to 
do a few at a time, because what you 
plant, you have to maintain.” 

But the dry conditions in Edmon- 
ton make it even more vital for the 
city to take care of its trees, accord- 
ing to Rosen, because of the moder- 
ating effect trees have on the envi- 
ronment. 

“Trees have a huge impact on wa- 
ter,” he says, and can actually reduce 
the severity of droughts and floods. 

“The roots actually help with water 
quality in rivers and streams, many 
of which pass though urban areas, 
are very much improved if they have 
good tree cover.” 

Trees also clean the air. According 
to Tree Canada, one large tree can 
provide enough oxygen for four peo- 
ple a day, as well as reduce airborne 
dust particles by as much as 7,000 
particles per litre of air. 

Rosen also puts great emphasis on 
the psychological benefits of trees in 


an urban setting, and points to sev- 
eral studies, all done in the United 
States, that show just how much 
trees can change a person's outlook 
on the world. 

Roger Ulrich, a behavourial sci- 
entist at Texas AGM University has 
found that people who view nature 
after stressful situations have de- 
creased feelings of fear, anger, and 
aggression, not to mention lower 
stress levels. 

Drs. Bill Sulican and Francis Kuo 
studied public housing in Chicago 
and found that neighbourhoods with 
more trees and grass had fewer in- 
cidences of severe violence and do- 
mestic abuse. 

“When you go into a community 
that has trees, there’s a sense of calm 
and a sense of community,” Rosen 
says. “That reflects on how people 
feel about each other.” 


Finding The Money Tree 
Wheeler certainly doesn’t argue with 
the importance of the urban forest to 
Edmonton, but she says her depart- 
ment is doing all it can with the re- 
sources it has. 

The current forestry budget is 
about $6.5 million, which goes to- 
wards staff, watering, planting, and 
buying trees. In the 2008 budget, 
an additional $450,000 was added 
each year to help the department 
catch up on pruning and to provide 
more watering. 

“You can only plant as many trees 
as you can take care of,” she says 
“So we have trucks going around 
watering these trees until they are 
established. Until we have more of 
a budget to water these trees, there's 
no use in increasing that. We are 
maxed out right now.” 

Coun. Sloan says there are ways of 
keeping up Edmonton's urban forest 
without increasing the department's 
budget, specifically by preserving the 
city’s healthy trees. Currently, she 
says, the only tools the city has to 
preserve trees on private property is 
to take them as part of the municipal 
reserve or to buy the land. Buying the 
land can be probatively expensive, 
so she suggests the city make deals 
with developers when they want to 
develop land with stands of valuable 
trees. Instead of clearcutting their 
property, developers could be offered 
higher densities or other amenities 
in exchange for keeping older, estab- 
lished trees. 

She has also tried to bring in a mu- 
nicipal tree bylaw that would protect 
healthy trees on private property, 
such as trees in a homeowner's back- 
yard, but that initiative failed and 
she’s not planning on bringing it up 
again. 

Residents can take direct action, 
says urban forester Fermanuik, urg- 
ing residents to haul out their hoses 
and give the trees on their street a 
good soak before the winter sets in. 

That's assuming you like the idea 
of green leaves shading your street 


come spring. 
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Jess Wood rollerskates down Whyte Avenue during a recent 
zombie walk staged by the River City Zombie Committee. 
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CANADA: POLITICS 


CHEQUE SCANDAL HIGHLIGHTS BROKEN DEMOCRACY 


GRASSROOTS PARTICIPATION 
NUMBER OF PARTY MEMBERS WHO VOTED IN RECENT LEADERSHIP ELECTIONS 
SOURCE: ALBERTA LIBERAL PARTY, PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVEPARTY, WILDROSE ALLIANCE 





On the new LRT route heading north to NAIT, 
there should be a big sign reading “Built By 
The Citizens of Canada, Alberta, and Ed- 
monton.” After all, it's citizens’ taxes that are 
really providing the stimulus funds to make 
that train a reality. 

Instead, these signs generally list govern- 
ments, It's supposed to be the same thing, 
but it doesn't read that way, especially when 
Politicians place such emphasis on having 
delivered projects to the riding. 

The federal Conservative party has taken 
Pork-barrel politics to a new level with 
their widespread practice of emblazoning 
their logo or the local MP's signature upon 
Novelty presentation cheques. The Liberals 
claim they have found 55 incidences of this 
Crass political tactic, which violates conflict 
of interest rules — and shows flagrant 
disregard for the citizens of Canada as well. 
Federal ethics commissioner Mary Dawson 
is investigating. Let's hope she comes down 


hard on the party. 

But the logo scandal is just part of the 
problem. Here in Alberta, Edmonton-Strath- 
cona NDP MLA Linda Duncan has criticized 
the Tories for inviting Ryan Hastman, the 
Conservative candidate in her riding, to 
furtding announcements in the riding, but 
not her. That's a clear campaign strategy rid- 
ing on the back of projects that we paid for 
with our money. 

Of course, the federal Liberals, the party 
that brought us the sponsorship scandal 
and Shawinigate, certainly aren't blame- 
less. The Alberta Tories have built a dynasty 
on the practice, ensuring that the largesse 
provided by the oil and gas industry — our 
resources in the first place — keeps citizens 
quiet and complacent. 

But now we see these practices coming 
from Stephen Harper, who campaigned 
on government accountability, and his 
party seems to be taking it even further. 
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The Conservatives have refused to provide 
a comprehensive list of stimulus projects 
and what they cost. They are spending our 
money and putting us in debt, using it for 
political ends, and we can't even analyze if 
the spending was worthwhile. 

Nor is this simply a problem with the stim- 
ulus package. Vital government information 
is being withheld in many ways. In October 
2008, Kevin Page, the parliamentary budget 
officer, issued a report on the costs of the 
Afghanistan conflict. He said some agen- 
cies didn’t hand over the information he 
requested, even though they are required to 
do so by law. The situation is disgraceful. 

Allof this adds to the already high levels 
of voter dissatisfaction and taxpayer cyni- 
cism. Rewarding ridings for voting for the 
government and withholding vital spending 
information are despicable practices, and 
ones which should come back to haunt the 
Conservatives in the next election. 
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DINING - FISH &CHIPS - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 783 words 


“Nothing Fancy, Just Good Food” 


CAPTAIN SCOTT REELS IN 
SOME TASTY, TASTY FISH, TO 
BE EATEN IN CLEAN BUT WORN 
SURROUNDINGS 





CAPTAIN SCOTT'S FAMOUS FISH & CHIPS 
13240-118 Ave, 454-6329 





Slightly less than an hour after fin- 
ishing my meal at Captain Scott's 
Famous Fish & Chips (“Serving the 
Best Halibut in Town”), I have a mild 
but persistent ache inside my left rib- 
cage, accompanied by loginess, pant- 
ing thirst, and a total absence of the 
appetite that consumed me prior to 
supper — all for about 12 bucks. Con- 
sider me another satisfied customer. 

Among its other window-boasts, 
the Captain claims to have been serv- 
ing up the deep-fried riches of the sea 


and hand-cut potatoes since 1963. 
Its motto-slash-promise of “Noth- 
ing fancy, just good food” could also 
be read as a warning to diners with 
delicate constitutions venturing into 
the miasma of cod-vapour that has 
hazed its shiny surfaces and almost 
imperceptibly imparted a touch of 
jaundice to everything in the room, 
including the giant blue marlin 
cresting an invisible wave of atom- 
ized canola oil on the west wall. The 
tilting chair-backs, possibly hued 
pastel pink and cornflower blue as 
recently as 1988, have since been in- 
effaceably smudged by thousands of 
greasy fingers. 

Maybe it was the pervasive gloom 
of a gray early evening in late Octo- 
ber, but there was little else cheerful 
about the Captain's dining room on 


my visit — no music played, which 
was fine by the only other patron, 
who looked like he had repaired di- 
rectly to the Captain's place from a 
day labouring in the elements and 
was raptly scanning an item from 
the highly miscellaneous periodical 


irritation, like she’d never seen the 
damned thing before 

Surprisingly, it took a moment 
to decide on what to eat as the res- 
taurant’s singular specialization in 
fish and chips belies the range of 


the menu: red cod and Atlantic cod 


THE TAB: $20 (FOR TWO) 
THE GIST: AVAST, YE ARTERIES, PREPARE TO BE BOARDED 
TRY: THE HALIBUT 
AVOID: LEANING BACK IN YOUR CHAIR 


library near the door while his repast 
crackled toward readiness behind 
the counter. The till was operated by 
a polite but unsmiling woman in a 
kerchief and apron who hunted and 
pecked its keypad with a faint air of 





edster’scictionary 


LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 


flert 


VERB - To flirt, but in a much more obvious way. “I knew she was flerting with me when she 
asked if she could hold my genitals. Everything was cool, but | think she forgot to give them 


back when she tried to leave. That’s when things got a little awkward.” 


grahame-smith 


VERB - To apply fanboy sensibilities to classic literature. “After the success of Pride and 
Prejudice and Zombies, we decided to grahame-smith a few other books. We have War and 
Peace and Yetis, Crime and Punishment and Hitlers, and The Bible and Twilight.” 


skockets 


NOUN - A body modification fad that involves having pockets sewn into one's skin. “Since | 
got my skocket, | don’t need to carry a purse. | have one for my cell, one for my lipstick, and one 
on my stomach to gestate my new designer Yorkie fetus.” 





loin, salmon, haddock, and halibut, 
as well as scallops, shrimp, oysters, 
and calamari. My co-diner wanted 
to find out what the best halibut in 
town tasted like and thought one 
piece with chips ($10.50, according 
to the menu) would suffice, while [ 
opted for two pieces of the red cod 
with chips ($12.30). Somehow this 
order and a soft drink came to $20 
and change. 

The brief lull while our meal was 
made from scratch allowed us to 
more closely inspect the dining area, 
albeit without leaning back in our 
chairs. As with the worn but en- 
tirely sanitary washrooms, Captain 
Scott’s is probably as clean as it can 
be after the decades-long war of at- 
trition between the fryers and the 
exhaust fans. Our voices felt sus- 
piciously loud over the fluorescent 
hum and muted, percussive static of 
spattering oil. 

It's probably not too soon to con- 
fess that I hardly ever eat fish and 
chips. Not only is the dish oilier 
and more battered than I generally 
like my seafood, but I also harbour 
some psychic scars from working at 
a really awful cut-rate seafood res- 
taurant that attracted a particularly 


stingy, obstreperous lunch clientele. 
(Incidentally, if you were a regular 
patron of said seafood joint in the 
mid-1990s, your food was probably 
dropped and stepped on before it 
reached you.) 

A ballcapped gent emerged from 
the back with our platters. He placed 
two six inch-long golden fillets of cod 
and a heap of fries in front of me, a 
wallet-sized rectangle of halibut atop 
fries in front of my co-diner, and set 
a cruet of lemon juice between us. 

“Right?” he said. I was almost re- 
lieved when he met my assent with 
a grin. = 

For a place that aspires to “just 
good food,” they hit the nail right on 
the head. The coating of the fish was 
flaky and light but well-imbued with 
the cooking medium, the fish: moist 
and ample, the hand-cut fries stubby 
and crisp but with the tooth-clinging 
chewiness evidencing their origins 
as fresh potatoes rather than fro- 
zen product, and a couple of humble 
foil-sealed packets of tartar sauce. 
The disparity in price and quantity 
between the two meals was spelled 
out in the quality of the fish — the 
halibut was firm and meaty, almost 
creamy in texture, while the cod was 
mealier and less substantial. My co- 
diner was more than satisfied with 
a smaller portion of the tastier fish. 
There was no reason to dispute that 
this “just good” repast was anything 
but authentic. 

For those who feel like they can 
handle an indefinite quantity of fish 
and chips, Captain Scott's hosts an 
all-you-can-eat Tuesday special for 
the low price of $14.59, as well as 
laying on a daily special of two-piece 
fish and chips, side and drink for 
$12.99. Just eat an apple afterwards 
or something, okay? 
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Indian (Cusine 


Fine (Fast 


10220 103 St. 

(780) 421-8100 
Weekdays 11:30AM-10PM 
Saturdays 12PM - 10PM 
Sundays 5PM-9PM 


www. haweli.ca 


2 LRG 3 topping 
Pizza's and 12 
for $24.95 


2 Lasagna's with 
oast for 
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EVENTS 


20TH ANNUAL JAIL-N-BAIL COMMERCE PLACE, 
pane TOOCT 22 Officers will be “arresting” some of 
Edmonton's most prominent citizens all in the 
name of raising money for the Canadian 
Cancer Society. Info: www.cancer.ca/ 
ab/jailnbail/451-7500. 
ALBERTA POLYNESIAN HERI- 
‘TAGE SOCIETY FUNDRAISER 
CHATEAU NOVA HOTEL, 159 
AIRPORT RD. OCT 23 A fundraiser 
for the Islands of Samoa in its 
recovery of the recent tsunami. Info: 
458-2006/953-3460. 
ANNUAL FALL SHOW &SALE PICTURE 
THIS GALLERY, 959 ORDZE RD. OCT 23-24 
Work by the Western Lights Artists Group. Info: www. 
picturethisgallery.com. 
APEGGA ROCK & FOSSIL CLINIC TELUS WORLD OF 
SCIENCE, 1121-142 ST. OCT 24 Bring in your find, and have 
anexpert give you all of the answers. Info: 452-9100/www. 
telusworldofscience.com/edmonto 
ART SOCIETY OF STRATHCONA COUNTY: FALL ART 
SHOW & SALE A. J. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 590 BROAD- 
MOOR BLVD. OCT 23-25 Info: 449-4443. 
ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 
935)-118 AVE. Artists and artisans sharing unique gifts with 
local flavour. Every Sat. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www. 
thecarrot.ca. 
BELLROSE STUDENT ANIME FESTIVAL BELLEROSE 
COMPOSITE HIGH SCHOOL, 49 GIROUX RD, ST. ALBERT OCT 24 
Info: www.bellerosecon.com. 
EDMONTON GHOST TOURS WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 
10322-83 AVE. TO OCT 29 Info: www.edmontonghosttours. 
com/469-3187. 
FALL RUMMAGE SEESA, 9350-82 ST. OCT 24-25 The South 
Fast Edmonton Seniors Association is hosting a craft and 
bake sale. Info: 468-1985. 
FARMERS MARKET ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 9218-118 AVE. Every Thu, year round. Doors at 2 p.m. 
FREE FAMILY ART NIGHT NINA HAGERTY CENTRE, 9704- 
TMAVE, For Parents and children up to 17. Every Thu. Doors at | 
6:30 p.m. Info: 474-7611. 
GET ANIMATED! THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. OCT 24 A 
series of free screenings and activities marking International 
Animation Day. 3 p.m. Info: films.nfb.ca/get-animated/. 
GET ANIMATED!: FAMILY PROGRAM METRO CINEMA, 
9829-I01A AVE. OCT 26 A series of free screenings marking 
International Animation Day, with a hands-on animations 
workshop. 7 p.m. Info: films.nf.ca/get-animated/. 
HARVEST BLUES DINNER AND DANCE PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL, 10860-57 AVE. OCT 24 With the Matt 
Walker Band, and Finis Tasby, Info: 425-5961. 
HOPSCOTCH WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. OCT 23 A 
festival of fine whisky & beer. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: www. 
winspearcentre.com. | 
LAUGH FOR LIFE GALA WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. 
OCT 24 Info: www.laughforlife.ca. Tickets: 428-1414. 
LITERARY FEST VARIOUS LOCATIONS, TO OCT 25 Info: | 
www.litfestalberta.org. 
NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 
1211-142 ST, TO OCT 24 Get to know the “mad scientists” 
from The Chemical Institute of Canada, while participating 


| 












inawide variety of hands-on science experiments. Info. | 


452-5100/www.telusworldofscience.com/edmonton. 
PIECE BY PIECE ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE, 12845- 
102 AVE. OCT 23 A multimedia piece depicting the experi- 
ences of immigrant women who worked in Edmonton's GWG 
factory. Info: 453-9123. Tickets: www.tixonthesquare.ca. 
ROCKTOBER FEST KINGSWAY HANGAR, 1/410 KINGSWAY 
AVE, OCT24 A battle betweeen two of Edmonton's Roller 
Derby teams, Los Pistolitas and the Slice Girls. Tickets: www. 
rollergiri.ca. 

SPOOKTACULAR FORT EDMONTON PARK, FOX AND 
WHITEMUD DR. OCT 23-24 Festival activities and events in 
Celebration of Halloween, Tickets: www.ticketmaster.c. 
TAROT CARD READINGS THE HAT, 10251 JASPER AVE. 
Doors at7 p.m. 

UNTAPPED TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 10330-84 AVE. OCT 23 
Acelebration of Alberta's emerging artists. Info: 448-9003. 


MEETINGS 


OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL, 
16940-87 AVE. OCT 24 Weekly support meetings. Il a.m. 
Info: 423-2546, 

WALKING FOR GRIEF WITH PARENTS KNOX-METRO 
CHURCH 8307-109 ST. TO NOV 5 8 week support series for 
Parents who have lost a child. Info: 454-1231 ext 224. 


LEARNING 


APHILOSOPHY FOR LIVING SGI EDMONTON CENTRE, 
1071-107 AVE. OCT 24 Part of the Buddhist lecture series. 
‘nfo: sgiedmonton@hotmaill.com. 

ARGENTINE TANGO CLASSES WITH CRISTINA & 
VICENTE ORANGE HALL, 1035-84 AVE, Beginners, interme- 
diate/advance, starting week of Sept. 7th. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
Info: 905-8505/vamtango@yahoo.ca. 

BUDDHISM FOR BEGINNERS 10502-70 AVE. TONOV 27 
Info: 633-6157/www-karmatashiling.ca. 

CLIMATE CHANGES: A MORAL ISSUE KINGS UNIVERSITY 


HOT PICK 
Climate Change As 


A Moral Issue 
Oct.26 
KINGS UNIVERSITY. 
- COLLEGE 





COLLEGE, 9125-50 ST. OCT26 A one day workshop with 
leaders from World Vision, and Climate Action Network. Info: 
\Www.ucalgary.ca/olkos/retreat/, 


CREATING A HEALTHY PLANET WESTMOUNT PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH, 13820-I09A AVE OCT 24 A free seminar 
focusing on how to reduce greenhouse gases by eating 
vegan. Info: 913-6466/455-6431. 

CREATIVE WRITING FOR THE SECOND LAN- 
GUAGE WRITER STANLEY A. MILNER LI- 


SQUARE TO NOV 25 Info: 422-8174/ 
Www.writersguild.ab.ca. 


COMMUNITY HALL, 10139-87 AVE. 
OCT 24 A drumming workshop. 
Info: 485-2515/www.drumbroth- 
ers.com. 
EDUCATE BEFORE YOU VAC- 
CINATE GREENWOOD INN AND SUITES, 
4485 GATEWAY BLVD. OCT 22 A seminar on 
the effectiveness and safety of vaccines. Tickets 
432-5464/452-5105. 
GURU DIGITAL ARTS COLLEGE GURU DIGITAL ARTS COL- 
LEGE, #200 10169-101 ST. OCT 22 Information session. Info: 
www .gurudigitalarts.com/468-0248. 
MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST PRACTICE KARMA 
TASHI LING, 10502-70 AVE. Doors at7 p.m. Info: www. 


| karmatashiling.ca. 


MEN AND RELATIONSHIPS MILLWOODS TOWN CENTRE 
PROFESSIONAL BUILDING, #110 6203-28 AVE. OCT 23-25 A 
concentrated weekend for men, Info: 496-4777, 

MEN'S TALK & DO GLENGARRY CENTRE, 13315-89 ST. TO 
NOV 24 Aweekly group of 8-10 sessions. Info: 496-4777, 
OUR FABULOUS FORESTS LOIS HOLE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


17650-69 AVE. OCT 24 Leam about Canada's forests with ex- 


perts from the Canadian Forest Service. Info: 435-7280. 
SIMPLICITY CIRCLES PROVIDENCE RENEWAL 
CENTRE, 3005-119 ST. OCT 26 Session 2 
of 10, Maria Kruszewski will cover 
topics including rules for responsible 
consumption, simplicity, diet and 
money. 7 p.m. Info: retreats(@ 
providencerenewal.ca/701-1854. 
SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT 
STOMP ORANGE HALL, 10335-84 
AVE. Beginner lessons followed by 
dance. Every Sat. Doors at 8 p.m. 
TANGO CLASSES ORANGE HALL, 10335-84 
AVE Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info; 905-8505 
TRANQUILITY MEDITATION KARMA TASHI LING, 
10502-70 AVE. With Ani Kunzang. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: www. 
karmatashiling.ca. 

THE TROUBLE WITH REDUCTIONISM STEEPS COLLEGE 
PLAZA, 1116-82 AVE. OCT 24 A presentation by Professor 
Dittmar Mindel. 1 p.m 


| WRITER'S CIRCLE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE 


HOUSE,9351-118 AVE. OCT 23Writing workshop every Tue of 


| month. Doors at 7 p.m. 


BRARY THEATRE, 7 WINSTON CHURCHILL 


DRUM BROTHERS STRATHCONA 
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| 


‘QUEER. 


ONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS info: www.groups.yahoo, 


| MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1] AVE. | 


A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and transgen- 
Gered men to discuss current issues and to offer support to 


| eachother. Every Sun. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: robwells780@ 


hotmail.com. 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE A social 
and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 
to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 
Thu. Doors at | p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. 

YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. Movie chosen 
by youth (aged 14 - 25), usually with LGBT themes. Popcorn 
isserved. Doors at 6:30 p.m.info: brendan@pridecentre- 
ofedmonton.org 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH PRIDE CENTRE, 9540- 
ITAVE. Every Sat @7 p.m. Info: www.yuyedm.ca/248-1971. 


ACTIVISM 


CLIMATE an AS AMORAL ISSUE KINGS UNIVERSITY | bi 


COLLEGE, 9125-50 ST. OCT 26 A retreat focusing on climate 
change and society's role in addressing the problem. Info: 
Wwww.ucalgary.ca/oikos/retreat. 
EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION BERNARD 
SNELL HALL, 112 ST-86 AVE. OCT 27 An activist arts organiza- 
tion, seeking socially conscious artists, and production 
volunteers on an ongoing basis. 7 pm. Info: 434-9236 or 
contact@edmontonsmallpress.org 
GREEN ENERGY RALLY ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 

BUILDING, 97 AVE-107 ST. OCT 27 12:30 p.m. 
Info: http://www.keepalbertanucle- 
arfree.com. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 

CLIMATE ACTION LEGISLATURE 

GROUNDS, 107 ST-97 AVE. OCT 24 

Participants from our city rally to 

take a stand on climate change. 
Info: www.350.org/edmonton- 
rally/994-8767. 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 

Faculté Saint-Jean, 8406-91 St., Rm 3-18 
Organization for the emancipation and autonomy of 

African women, providing programs on economy, commu- 
nity health, training in HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment,and | 
harm reduction. Instruction in French, English, and African = | 
languages. 3rd &4th Sat every month, 9 am-5S pm. Admis- 
sion free for members, membership $10. Info: 490-7332. 
PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE A youth group 
promoting anti-racist and diversity workshops. 5-7 pm. 
Education North, 4-104, U of A Campus Info: 425-4644 or 
www.naarr.org/Youth/index.htm. 





HAR 


Pe Ken Cameron 


pclae 


Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Avenue é 
www.shadowtheatre.org 


Tickets: 780-434-5564 
or TIX on the Square: 
780-420-1757 

group rates available 


ckuia: 
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Edmonton 


SHADOW 


THEATRE 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES 
STEPS TEA LOUNGE, 11116 WHYTE AVE. Every Tuesday. 
Screenings free. Info: 988-8105 or michaelk@isteepstea.com. 
WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD U of A, Civil Engineering 


| comv/group/edmonton illusions/387-3343, Building (CEB) 325 Global issues film and speaker series. 


Upcoming dates include: JAN 30 —“A Little Bit of So Much 
| Truth”: FEB 6 — “The Orange Revolution”; FEB 13 — “From 

Dust: The Untold Story of Life After the Tsunami”; 

FEB 27 —“The Blood of Yingzou District”. Info: www.iweek. 

valberta.ca. 

















, Stary YOUR 
‘WORKDAY 


WITH YOGA AND FEEL ENERGIZED 
AND MORE FOCUSED ALL DAY. } 
CHEck OUT OUR SCHEDULE @ 
WWW. SHANTIYOGASTUDIO.CA O 
CALL 780-421-9444 4 


HOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE visit OUR 
“WEBS! oi 
OR contact US AT 1 780. 421. 9444 


@ se oe STUDIO. | 


aan PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


#2,10026 -102st | SHANTIYOGAG@AMAILY 100" 
780.421.9444 | SHANTIYOGASTIDIO, CA | 


OILERS HOCKEY 


Terexelaaliale Me to lii ts) 
Thursday Oct 22 vs Columbus 
Saturday Oct 24 vs Calgary 
Sunday Oct 25 vs Vancouver 


Tuesday Oct 27 vs Colorado 


8900 114 Street, Edmonton 
Students’ Union Building 7* flr 


HHS 


Molson Canadian 
Pints $4.25 Jugs $12.75 


® october 24 UFC 104 Machida vs Shogun $10.00 
NO HOCKEY GAME 





‘Win Oilers hockey tickets at Schanks Sports Bar 
during every Oilers game 


9927-178 Street | 780 444-2125 


mish pas® 


Bourbon Street: 9013-88 Ave 


West Edmonton Mall 
Downtown: 
Rice Howard Way 


Main Floor of The Sutton 
Place Hotel 10235-101 Street 


cocktail, draught, and shooter | 
| sisaeaan ae ie specials at all locations 








MUSIC 


G6 SUDDENLY IT WASN'T 100 OR 100,000 


PEOPLE LISTENING; IT WAS MILLIONS. 





MUSIC PREVIEW « GLASNOST ROCK - BY TOM MURRAY | 708 words 


From Russia, With Guitars 


| Wanna Rock 
“ROCK STAR” NEVER USED 

TO BE A VIABLE CAREER 
OPTION IN THE SOVIET UNION, 
BUT MUMIY TROLL CHANGED 
ALL THAT 








MUMIY TROLL 

w/ guests. The Starlite Room (10030-102 St). Fri, Oct 23 
(8pm). Tickets: $20, available at the door and through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





As a young Russian putting together 
his first rock band, Ilya Igorevich 
Lagutenk never once thought he was 
looking at a serious career option. 
“No, not at all,” chuckles the Mos- 
cow-born, Vladivostok-raised vocal- 
ist for Mumiy Troll. “It was the early 
'80s in the Soviet Union; in those 
years rock music was almost banned. 


With Troll All Night | Pioneering Russian rockers Mumiy Troll are trying their luck in 


You wouldn't dream that it would be . 


part of your life forever — instead it 
was a hobby, a game, but not a career, 
not a lifestyle.” 

The career Lagutenk was looking 
at during the height of Cold War 
relations was in the armed forces as 
a member of the Russian Air Navy, 
and later in various jobs in China and 
Great Britain. The original Mumiy 
Troll broke up in ’83, and it was.only 
with the dismantling of the Soviet 
Union that the reformed band, with 
new members joining Lagutenk, be- 
gan to get a foothold in what passed 
for a music industry in the formerly 
communist country. 

“Overnight it was a totally differ- 
ent-country,” he explains. “Different 
times, different values, so why not 


the North American m: 


try music again?” 

He did just that; a few earlier re- 
leases had gone unheralded, but 
1997's Morskaya changed everything 
— and not just for Mumiy Troll, but 
also the Russian music scene. 

“Nobody believed it could be com- 
mercially successful,” Lagutenk says 
“They said it was like indie rock, not 
more than a niche market. But they 
were wrong — suddenly it wasn’t 100 
or 100,000 people listening; it was 
millions who all found themselves 
relating to what we were doing.” 

It was simply a case of being at the 
right place at the right time, accord- 
ing to Lagutenk, and they've certain- 
ly taken advantage of it. The albums 
that followed cemented their position 
as the country’s favorite band, and 





arket with their English-language EP Paradise Ahead. PHOTO COURTESY OF IT’S ALIVE MEDIA 









the singer parlayed his fame into a 
side acting career, taking on the role 
of a vampire in 2004's The Night 
Watch. Mumiy Troll has traveled in 
cessantly across Russia, made some 
forays into China, and was the first 
rock group ever to play Greenland 
Now, just because it seems like the 
right thing to do, they're taking on 
North America with their new Eng- 
lish-language EP, Paradise Ahead. 
“We've before,” 


Lagutenk says, “but just to places 


been here 
with large Russian communities, 
like New York or Toronto. Obvi- 
ously there are more places for us 
to play. But really, North America is 
not as hard as China or Greenland, 
where there is no history of rock; 
now that was a challenge. And it's 


about having fun, seeing all of these 
new places 

“Growing up the way | did, I find 
it hard to take all of this serious as a 
business,” he continues: “Whatever 
venue | play in, be it to millions in 
the central square at St Petersburg o1 
to a couple of close friends in. a small 
club in Vladivostok, I enjoy it.” 

He'd better be having fun — what 
with the intensive pirating of mu 
sic in his country, industry success 
doesn't translate to financial wind 
fall. According to the singer, Mumiy 
Troll’s album sales aren’t making 
them millionaires, so they stay on 
the road and eke out a living the old 
fashioned way. The lifestyle seems to 
suit Lagutenk, who not only seems 
genuinely pleased to meet new audi- 
ences, but also the latter-day attempt 
at mending fences with Americans 
still dwelling on their adversarial re 
lationship with his country. 

“Those stereotypes, they're un 
derstandable,” Lagutenk allows. “In 
Russia there are people who say 
‘Americans hate our country and 
want to invade us.’ It's purely ideo- 
logical, purely political, and it’s nice 
to see people change in attitude when 
you actually talk to them. 

“When we were here earlier in the 
year, we were on this radio show 
in San Francisco. Random people 
from the street would walk in and 
some would almost have tears in 
their eyes. ‘Until this moment we 
still thought of Russians as being a 
certain way, but now we see you live, 
and you sing these great songs and 
you're great musicians, thank you 
very much!’ So we are changing at- 
titudes to our country in a small way 
It's a really nice complement to what 
we're doing — because in the end, it's 
not about pop charts and awards; it's 
things like this which really matter.” 








Wow, They Really Do All Need Hats | Downchild will be braving the Edmonton elements with their bare 





heads when they come to the Winspear next Thursday. PHOTO COURTESY OF LINUS ENTERTAINMENT 
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BLUESMEN! 
Downchild 
Winspear Centre | Oct. 27 


Downchild has a new album out, released in 
conjunction with their 40th anniversary. It’s 
called | Need a Hat — presumably because 


they need something to cover up their bald | 
| in North America we get a chance to be re- 


spots. Ah, we kid because we love — as the 
disc demonstrates, Downchild still com- 
mands a lot of respect in blues circles, with 
a lineup of guest stars that includes Colin 
James, Colin Linden, Wayne Jackson, and... 
er... Dan Aykroyd on harmonica? Aykroyd 
is such a fan of the band, he’s even joining 
them onstage during their current tour — 
sadly, though, not at their Edmonton stop. 


| BELIEVERS! 


| 





Propagandhi 
Starlite Room | Oct. 24-25 


When SEE interviewed Propagandhi back in 
March about their new CD, Supporting Caste, 
we were happy to see they're as politically 
passionate as ever. “I always think that here 


signed,” said bassist/vocalist Todd Kowal- 
ski, “but if there's someone in the Congo and 
they're going to be massacred, they don't 
have a choice. If it's Canadian companies 
that have a hand in that, then to be resigned. 
doesn't make sense — it’s not fair to be re- 
signed." They'll be spending two nights riling 
up the Starlite — don’t miss them. 





BANKERS! 
Untapped Alberta 
TransAlta Arts Barns | Oct, 23 


You don't expect to see ATB Financial spon- 
soring concerts, and you really don’t expect 
them to display much taste in their selection 
of performers, But someone must be loading 
up their corporate iPods with quality playlists 
— this show features Politic live and Krystle 
Dos Santos, (They're also doing a Calgary gig 
with Chad VanGaalen and The Wet Secrets.) 
It's part of their “We Are Alberta” PR cam- 
paign, which seeks to loosen up their image 
by reaching out and “telling Alberta stories.” 
It feels like more than just lip service — and 
we're getting some good music out of it, too. 
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Moby 


MUSIC PREVIEW - ELECTRONIC - BY YURI WUENSCH |1361 wor 


MOBY MAKES HIS FIRST-EVER VISIT TO EDMONTON THIS 
WEEKEND. MAYBE WE CAN CONVINCE HIM TO STAY? 





MOBY 


W/ Kelli Scart. Edmonton Event Centre (WEM). Fri, ct 23 (8pm). Tickets: $35, available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.a). 





Moby had me, literally, from the word “Go.” 

As with so many people indoctrinated into the rave scene during the 90s, 
Moby’s “Go” was essential listening for me. In a music scene practically syn- 
onymous with turnover (honestly, “hit” underground dance tunes couldn't be 
more ephemeral), “Go” hasn't really gone anywhere. First released on Ger- 
many’s Rough Trade imprint in 1991, the anthem has stood the test of time. 

Part of the reason I went for “Go” was its melancholy string section, which 
Moby sampled from Angelo Badalamenti’s haunting score for David Lynch’s 
Twin Peaks TV series — or so I thought. The truth, Moby says, is that despite 
widespread belief to the contrary, he didn’t in fact sample the tune at all. 

Other truths are illuminated on Moby’s latest album, Wait for Me, which he 
says represents some of his most personal work to date. That isn’t to say that 
past selections from Richard Melville Hall’s body of work have been anything 
less than heartfelt, but Moby says nowadays he’s a lot less interested in his 
music's capacity to shift units. 

His commercial triumph, 1999’s Play, sold 10 million copies worldwide and 
remains one of the most extensively licensed electronic music albums of all 
time. It's unlikely Wait for Me will post those kinds of numbers, but Moby 
doesn’t mind; the album is meant more for himself and the audience than 
the advertisers. 

With that in mind, Moby says he’s most definitely looking forward to con- 
necting with fans at Edmonton Event Centre tomorrow night. While the gig 
here represents his first-ever visit to our fair city, the crowd shouldn't be sur- 
prised if the dance star seems right at home. 


SEE Magazine: This is your first gig in Edmon 
conscious decision to play in new markets on thi: icular tour? 

Moby: The tour for Wait for Me started in ind most of it thus far has 
been in Europe. But specifically with Canada, like, I've never played in d- 
monton or Calgary or Quebec City — and not to sound sycophantic, but the 
reason is because I really like Canada. From my perspective, Canada is like 
the smarter and better-educated cousin of the United States. After the 2004 
USS. presidential election, when John Kerry lost to Bush, I wrote an open let- 
ter to Canada asking Canadians to adopt all the blue states. Canada is more 
progressive and every time I’m up there I actually feel more comfortable than 
I do when I’m in the U.S. 

SEE: Have you ever considered moving here? 

Moby: Many times. I've actually looked at real estate in Toronto and Van- 
couver. There's only one problem: the six months between November and 
May. If it weren't for the fact that it's unrelentingly cold and dark for that 
period of time, and the fact that I'm asissy, then I would move to Canada in a 
heartbeat. I mean, I do live in New York City where the winters are also long 
and cold. But I’ve tried to structure my life so I do a lot of travelling and tour- 
ing during the winter. I’ve actually structured this tour so I don’t have to be 
anywhere during a time when it's cold. I’m actually going back to Europe in a 


Have you made a more 


couple weeks, so it shouldn't be too bad. Then I go to New Zesiand Australia, ‘ 


South America, and Southeast Asia. 


SEE: Do you cope well with-the 
Moby: I dontdove it, but the truth is that I never expectéd 


uch trav 
Sician. 1 thought I'd spend my life maybe teaching college 





Iam 44 years old and that I get to travel, play concerts, and tour. | really do 
love being able to stand out onstage every night and make music. It makes up 


for sitting in airports and waiting for delayed flights. 

SEE: Wait for Me’s album art has something of an alien motif. Do you have 
aspirations of space exploration? One of the singles from the new album, 
“Mistake,” does have a sort of Ziggy Stardust vibe going on it. 

Moby: I was actually invited to take part in Virgin Galactic (the airline of- 
fering suborbital spaceflights in a new version of SpaceShipOne). | was also 
invited to visit Star City, the Russian space camp. I’ve visited NASA a few 
times. I'm sort of hoping that during the next 10 or 15 years, space travel will 
become more comfortable. When | was at NASA, I went aboard the space 
shuttle and it’s the least comfortable place I’ve been in my entire life. They 
pack, like, eight people up there for weeks on end. I'll wait until British Air- 
ways has an upper-class bound for space when I can sit back and watch Annie 
Hall from 120,000 feet above the Earth. 

SEE: How did those invitations come about? 

Moby: I guess it's just one of the odd quirks of being a quasi-public figure. 
Weird stuff just pops up now and again. I have to say no to most of them. 
They are odd and disparate. One recently was to go with Jack Osborne, Ozzy 
Osborne’s son, to film a reality show of us doing extreme adventure sports in 
the rain forests of Borneo. | would have loved to go, but | am on tour. 

S€E: What was the inspiration behind the new album? 

Moby: The whole idea was to make something more vulnerable, personal 
and, hopefully, honest. That applied to the music, but it applied to the artwork 
as well — I drew the alien doodle on my kitchen counter with a Sharpie and a 
piece of paper. It’s all very lo-fi and homemade. | have nothing against theatre 
in music, but it seems like there's so much popular music these days that’s 
really disingenuous and dishonest. I wanted everything about this album and 
the tour to be a little more straightforward. 

SEE: You released Go: The Very Best of Moby singles collection a few years 
ago and the singles from Play were licensed heavily. As your career progress- 
es, are you more conscious of trying to craft cohesive albums as opposed 
to hit singles? 

Moby: I've always tried hard to make cohesive albums. | fully understand 
that in 2009, very few people listen to an album from start to finish. But with 
Wait for Me, I worked really hard for the 10 people out there who do. I don't 
know if people necessarily have shorter attention spans now, but they do have 
much faster access to music, media, and information. Now, with an iPod, if 
you get bored of a song after five seconds, you can almost instantaneously go 
to the next one. It’s certainly changed the way people relate to media. 

SEE: How about the way they relate to you as a musician or quasi- 
public figure? 

Moby: It's strange, because I am still largely considered to be an electronic 
musician or a dance artist. When I think of myself as a musician, it isn’t just 
as a guy sitting behind the controls in a studio. About two-thirds of the in- 
struments on Wait for Me are not electronic instruments. It's funny, because 
years ago, when I first released Play, I was playing the song “South Side” for a 
friend of mine. He’d ask me where I sampled the drums from or the bassline 
from. Well, I played them all. Even though we'd been friends for a decade, he 
still assumed that everything was either sampled or electronic. 

SEE: What about on “Go”? 













_ music in my bedroom that no one would ever listen to. It still am 
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MUSIC FEATURE -BEDTIME FOR BANDS-O - BY ANDREW PAUL }857 words 


Where Did You Sleep Last Night? 


BETTER THAN THE VAN 
PROVIDES A PROMISING 
NEW OPTION FOR BUDGET- 
STRAPPED BANDS ON TOUR 





Ever since MP3 culture robbed musi- 
cians of their ability to pay the bills 
with album sales, touring has become 
one of the only viable ways for bands 
to make ends meet. Unfortunately, 
planning a tour is much harder than 
uploading a song to the Internet. It’s 
hard, gruelling work that has touring 
musicians looking for any way to re- 
duce expenditures. 

But now, thanks to a specialized 
couch-surfing website that connects 
bands to fans with free places to 
sleep, touring musicians have one 


player for Edmonton's all-female 
rock powerhouse The Secretaries. 
(By the way, did you know they have 
a terrific new CD out? Well, they 
do!) “It seems very simple to post 
those kinds of things, where it would 
have been hours of calling people up 
and asking around before.” 

Young bluesman Michael Rault 
agrees, saying that he will hopefully 
be able to use the site to save a few 
bucks when he heads out on a cross- 
country tour this month with the af- 
fable Doug Hoyer. 

Brown and Rault are just two of 
several local musicians trying to 
make the jump to a touring career, 
and both would definitely rather 
find nice free accommodations than 


that a promoter's cut will be less if 
they're not paying for a hotel room. 
That might work in an ideal situation 
where a band can actually find a free 
place to stay, but if they can't, they'll 
still have to fork out cash for a motel 
that a promoter would have skimmed 
in the first place. Oliver says resourc- 
es like BTTV can help keep that from 
happening and benefit everyone. 

“It makes small bands a lot more 
powerful,” says Oliver. “I love 
[BTTV] just for the fact that it cre- 
ates a good kind of band community, 
and an industry community, and one 
of the great things is that people can 
share stories.” 

The more bands who interact with 
the community, the more they'll be 





“ONCE, WE WERE STAYING IN ARKANSAS, IN LITTLE ROCK. 
WE HAD A SHOW, AND ENDED UP STAYING IN A PLASTIC INJECTION 
MOLDING SHED. IT WAS THIS BIG SHED FULL OF INDUSTRIAL 
EQUIPMENT AND A CEMENT FLOOR, AND IT WAS BRUTAL.” 





more weapon to add to their bud- 
getary arsenal. Better Than the Van 
(www.betterthanthevan.com) is the 
brainchild of Todd Hansen and Scott 
Miller, two drummers who realized 
the need for free flophouses during 
their long days on the road — and 
long nights-suffering in sketchy 
sleeping quarters. 

“Once, we were staying in Arkan- 
sas, in Little Rock. We had a show, 
and ended up staying in a plastic 
injection molding shed,” Hansen 
recalls, “It was this big shed full of 
industrial equipment and a cement 
floor, and it was brutal.” 

Since its creation in July 2008, 
about 1,800 users from across the 
globe have joined the site as either 
a band or a host. “It's a great idea,” 
beams Colleen Brown, vocalist/bass 


spend a couple hundred bucks on a 
motel room — or sleep in their tour 
van. Problem is, if you're not an out- 
going person willing to ask strang- 
ers if they know of a free place to 
stay, you'll be spending a godawful 
amount of time tossing and turning 
on the old upholstery. 

“Oh man, it’s a bad idea to be shy,” 
says Brown. “If you're not the kind 
of person who would go out and ask 
the promoter if they have somebody 
to set you up with a place to stay, you 
end up sleeping in your car a lot.” 

However, Brent Oliver, the local 
promoter and founder of Foundation 
Concerts, says these days fewer pro- 
moters are putting up bands. The ex- 
planation is complicated: promoters 
factor accommodation fees into.the 
cut they take from shows, meaning 


able to pass along advice about pro- 
motion etiquette in the area, For 
instance, if you book with Oliver 
to play the Black Dog, don’t book a 
second show with someone else, or 
there'll be hell to pay. 

Good advice, but trusting strangers 
to put you up for a night still has its 
risks. After all, what kind of person 
offers to put up a group of rock 'n’ 
roll strangers in their home — even 
overnight? Fans and people looking 
to try something new, says Hansen, 
who explains that BTTV gives fans 
a way to connect to the music they 
love over and above seeing a show or 
buying an album. It certainly makes 
better water-cooler conversation at 
work than recapping last night's Sur- 
vivor. But they're all still strangers. 

“You never know who those people 





ILLUSTRATION BY JANEE AUGER 


are, what their intentions are — if 
they're crazy weirdoes,” says Brown, 
who says she’d feel safer using the 
service while traveling with a band 
than as a solo performer. 

Hansen acknowledges the potential 
for problems, but offers assurances 
that BTTV monitors its members 
to ensure anyone registered with the 
site is using it for its intended pur- 
pose. The site also allows users to 
rate each other after encounters to 
ensure quality control, and Hansen 


has posted tips on how to be a good 
host to your band and vice versa. 

In the end, even with services like 
BTTY, it's up to bands to use their 
discretion. Even if you're the most 
organized band in the world, Rault 
says, there’s no way to plan a flaw- 
less tour. “I’ve always done really 
haphazard touring,” he concludes. 
“In order to get started, you have to 
throw caution to the wind and not re- 
ally think about it too much, and see 
what happens to you.” 
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Live Music: 
A FISTFUL OF BLUES 


Friday, October 23rd & Saturday, October 24th 


SOULTRAIN 
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Celeberate HALLOWEEN WEEKEND with us! 
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MUSIC PREVIEW « !- BY KATHLEEN BELL | 688 words 


I Gan't Believe You 


Punctuate The Whole Thing » 


THE EXCLAMATION POINT 
IN THEIR NAME IS VERY 
IMPORTANT, SAYS HEY 
OCEAN!'S DAVE VERTESI. 
REALLY! 





HEY OCEAN! 

The Pawn Shop (10551-82 Ave). Thu, Oct 29 (9pm). 
Tickets: $14, available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.ca), 





Exclamation point or no exclama- 
tion point? That's a more impor- 
tant question than you may think. 
Luckily, dear reader, we at SEE take 
punctuation seriously. So when we 
see a band like Hey Ocean! flirting 
with punctuation, you can be sure 
we'll delve deep into their relation- 
ship with exclamation and the mark 
it leaves on the band ... or at least 
its name. 

“I'm going to say that [the excla- 
mation mark] is very important, 
but you might get a different an- 
swer from a different member of the 
band,” says bassist Dave Vertesi, who 
is somewhat amused by the question 
but summons a completely serious 
response. “There are a few reasons 
that I'll say: One is, I think our band 
is about energy. People come to Hey 
Ocean! shows and listen to our music 
because it’s energizing, and I’ve hada 
lot of feedback that it’s very appro- 
priate for what it is we're doing. The 
other reason is that not everyone in 
our band wants it to be there — and 
you'll notice, if you see press for our 
band, it appears and disappears de- 
pending on who did the press.” (I 
have noticed! ) 

“The reason | like the music our 
band makes is because it's quite a 
journey to write a song for our band 
and to make an album,” he contin- 
ues, slightly tangentially. “We have 
three very strong personalities that 
all come from very different musical 
backgrounds. I don’t think anything 
is truly set in stone with our band; 
it's always going back and forth and 
there’s always a discussion. So in 
that sense, it's very appropriate that 
the exclamation mark continues to 
appear and disappear ‘cause | think 
those kinds of arguments and that 
kind of relationship is what gives us 
a lot of fire and creativity.” 

Really, this only serves to illustrate 
the actual point, which is this: Hey 
Ocean! aren't afraid to let things get 
complicated or to be themselves, 
even if being themselves leads to 
inconsistencies which would terrify 
publicists. “We had a lot of people 
give us feedback that we needed to 
pare down our sound, find a genre 
and simplify,” Vertesi explains. “Ba- 
sically, not be ourselves. And they're | 
like, ‘That's how you got to do it, 





that's how you got to break.” 


tion point is for. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MUSE BOX 
They outright ignored this advice 
on their 2008 release It’s Easier to 
Be Somebody Else, deciding to amal- 
gamate two lead vocalists, a flute solo 
every so often, a wee blue glocken- 
spiel, and an assortment of influ- 
ences from reggae to jazz to folk to 
rock. It’s frustrating to music critics; 
our brains bleed a little as we stretch 





our vocab to encompass the full ar- 
ray of a sound that Vertesi summa- 
rizes simply as “pop.” “Some people 
have a hard time with that,” he says 
“I guess because they think of Brit- 
ney Spears and so forth, but it's mu- 
sic that's based on communication 
and it's not just a ‘stand-on-its-own 
art piece.’ It’s meant to be listened to 
and experienced.” 

Vertesi is particularly looking for- 
ward to communicating with €d- 
montonians this tour, as last time 
the band came through he had had 
a rough night — perhaps his worst 


night onstage ever. His amp broke, 


Frame And Fortune | Hey Ocean! want you to shout their name 








from the rooftops — that’s what the exclama- 


a speaker blew, and when he finally 


abandoned his bass and grabbed | 
a guitar, he broke a string a few | 


chords in. 

“Tt was one of the first shows of the 
tour, and I had been sick,” he says. “I 
remember I went outside afterwards 
and | broke a bottle in frustration. I 


just took a full beer, which is may- | 
be sacrilege to some people, and I | 


smashed it in the alleyway. The ven- 
ue got really mad. There’s two Daves 
in our band, and actually, the other 


Dave is kind of the guy who, typi- | 


cally, that's something he might do 


Everyone thought it was him. He was | 


so mad, ‘cause he's like, ‘I didn’t do 
it! It’s not me!’ Finally | had to fess 
up and apologize.” Redemption is a 
scant week away. 

Hmmm. You know what? It feels 
like that close is missing something, 
like it needs a little boost. Let's try 
that again: Redemption is a scant 
week away! 
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I TOLD YOU! WAS. FREAKY 
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9013-88 Avenue, 780.465.4834 


Live Extertairunent: 


October 23rd & 24th 
Mr. Lucky 


October 26th 
Dana Wiley 


October 30th & 31st 
Lyle Hobbs 


Open Mic Night, every Wednesday 
Karaoke Night, every Thursday 


wa Fe _ Music 
10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


www.blackbyrd.ca 
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MUSIC BUZZ: MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS (389 words 


Fish Sees A Ghost 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
STOREFRONT CINEMA NIGHTS 
WAS GREAT FUN... EXCEPT FOR 
ASPOOKY ENCOUNTER IN THE 
KLONDIKER BASEMENT 





Storefront Cinema Nights is, at 
heart; an attempt to get outsiders 
into the neighbourhood and see what 
it’s really all about, and observations 
lunged out from behind every cor- 
ner. The religious thrift stores are 
almost worth dying of exposure on a 
cross for, for example, and it turned 
out to be a good place to see a preg- 
nant girl doing stripper moves till 
the last drop of music spilled. 

As cops in groups of two and four 
diverted various local rummies 
from entering their own streets, you 
wonder exactly how honest a pag- 
eant is being put on with all those 
flickering, imported films; but then, 
as one cop confided to a friend of 
mine, the police clutch a long list of 
names which includes various child 
offenders. They really are, | sup- 
pose, the thin blue line keeping back 
the real world, especially as the best 
part of the entire block party was the 


kids coming out and breakdancing to 
the tunes the EAC put on. (Runner- 
up: eating street hotdogs from a bar 
with a nude woman on its sign.) 

Disappointingly (and confound- 
ingly), Haven was charging $15 cover 
to get in during the blocks-long open 
house, so a squad of us opted for the 
Jasper Place Hotel Lounge, a.k.a. 
The Tavern, a.k.a. The Klondiker of 
old: Not to sound condescending, but 
the place is simply amazing, huge in 
size and potential. 

Noting our excitement, the staff 
encouraged us into the basement, 
which is where the Halloween part 
of our story begins. I mean, the fact 
1 don’t technically believe in ghosts 
doesn’t mean they can't scare the 
fucking shit out of me, right? 

So down we sank through the de- 
cades, past an unblinking CCTV 
camera, along chipping paint and 
gorgeous velvet wallpaper into an- 
other time. Stony Plain Road was 
already ancient by the time my par- 
ents’ generation showed up there on 
Saturday nights in the ’60s and '70s, 
and looking up into the cold, black 
socket of the blocked-off former en- 
trance, my arm hairs began to stand 
on end. As if something unseen 
was hunched over at the top with its 
hairy back turned, waiting to get out. 
“You know, a waitress was murdered 
in the bathroom over there,” we were 
told with horrible timing, “The guy 
waited for her inside.” 


Dust now covers disassembled 
vinyl booth cushions, and bizarre 
cartoon murals of men and rabbits 
smile at no one. The decaying corpse 
of a dead scene to remind us of our 


own assumed immortal presence. 


Of all the artists in Canada, Edmon- 
ton’s Colleen Brown and Somalia- 
born K’Naan have been chosen by 
CBC to advertise their radio presence 
in an oncoming media push on CBC 
TV, in front of movies and even U.S. 
specialty channels, for a period of 
four to sex weeks. More details when 
we get them, but congrats to both. 


The Jack Black metal videogame 
Briital Legend is, for you serious 
headbangers, possibly too campy, 
a la School of Rock. Metal seen 
through the eyes of the wrong kind 
of nerds. It's often also impossible to 
tell what’s happening onscreen. Still, 
it’s got more rock 'n’ roll cred than 
Guitar Hero and Rock Band, where 
you can commonly see a guy with a 
mohawk playing a Pretenders song. 

I give it a full three devil horns out 
of five, especially for its metal vix- 
ens who can and will be carved on 
the side of Mount Rockmore, and its 
wicked soundtrack by Motérhead, 
Sabbath, Def Leppard (yes) and 3 
Inches of Blood, who play Tuesday 
at the Starlite. 

Ozzy should shut up a bit more, 
though. 
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YOUR QUEST STARTS HERE! 
a 

Learn full-time, part-time, online... on your time 
NorQuest College is your community college, providing career education through diplomas 

and certificates in health, human service, business and industry. 

Need pre-requisites or language training to go on to further study or a better job... 

we can help with that too! 

DIPLOMAS: CERTIFICATES: 

¢ Business Administration ~ © Aboriginal Community 

° Digital Graphics Support Worker 

Communications © Aboriginal Policing & Security 

© Mental Health Rehabilitation ¢ Administrative Professional 

(Diploma or Certificate) (six specializations) 

© Pharmacy Technician © Apprenticeship Prep 

° Physical Therapy Assistant © Building Service Worker 

* Practical Nurse © Day Home Provider 

* Social Work ¢ Facility Service Management 

(with a multicultural focus) ¢ Health Care Aide £ 

. Therapeutic Recreation © Hospital Unit Clerk j 

(Diploma or Certificate) ’ f 

Pd 

For more information, call 780-644-6000 pei 


www.norquest.ca 


in Edmonton, 1-866-534-7218 toll free or visit 
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MUSIC PROFILE: NEW ROMANTICISM! - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 613 words 


Jacobus’ Ladder 


| JACOBUS KLOPPERS’ RECENT 


RETIREMENT FROM ACADEMIA 
FREED HIM UP TO BECOME THE 
BUSIEST COMPOSER IN TOWN 





[As part of his ongoing series of pro- 


| files of leading figures in Edmonton's 


classical music community, SEE 


writer Piotr Grella~-Mozejko pays a 
| visit to composer and teacher Jaco- 


bus Kloppers. ] 


One of Jacobus Kloppers’ favourite 
anecdotes — and he has enough to 
fill a thick volume — is the one about 
his conversation with South Africa's 
then-minister of the interior during 
the apartheid era. 

“1 knew him well,” Kloppers says, 
“because our families were closely 
acquainted with each other. He was 
very devout, also urbane and well- 
educated. A perfect antithesis of 
the stereotype of a ruthless police- 
man. A model citizen. You might say 
we were pals when teenagers. The 
chap had a great voice and sang very 
well in his local church choir! So it 
was easy for me to get an audience 
with him. 

“I wanted to ask two very simple 
questions: ‘Why is there so much 
unjustness in our attitude towards 
the majority of our citizens?’ and 
‘What is the government planning to 
do to change it?’ I wanted to know 
because what I had been seeing since 
childhood instilled in me an ever- 
increasing amount of pity and an- 
ger — I couldn't identify myself. with 
that inhumane system any longer, a 
system also supported by the church 
hierarchy who maintained that the 
Bible justified racial divisions. (The 
Tower of Babel and all that!) 

“His reply added fear to pity and 
anger. He basically told me it was 
none of my business and the govern- 
ment would never relinquish power 
to those who were rightfully — his 
words — subdued and enslaved. And 
it would use every means at its dis- 
posal — every means! — to paralyze 
any attempt at changing the status 
quo. Then I knew I had no place 
there and had to leave. [My wife] 
Miensie and I chose Canada be- 
cause to us it epitomized the spirit 


Kobie The Canuck | South Africa-born Jacobus Kloppers found a welcome home in Canada. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





of tolerance.” 

To his colleagues and students, 
Kloppers is more a guru than any- 
thing else. Master composer, inter- 
nationally respected scholar, and a 
person of highest moral principles, 
he has been a towering presence 
on Edmonton's classical scene for 
more than three decades. Known 
by the friendly diminutive “Kobie” 
(even though when you meet the 
man, there is nothing diminutive 
about him), he was born and raised 
in South Africa among Dutch Af- 
rikaaners, did his PhD in Germany 
(where he published a fundamental 
treatise on interpreting J.S. Bach's 
organ works), and taught for a while 
in his native country before set- 
tling in Edmonton. Here he helped 
establish a music program at The 
King’s University College, made it 
top-notch, and successfully ran it 
until his recent retirement. As the 
Winspear Centre's organ consultant, 
Kloppers was largely responsible for 
giving their famous instrument its 
distinctive timbre. é 

“Don’t get me wrong,” Kloppers 
says. “Miensie and I knew it was go- 
ing to be tough. Back in South Afri- 
ca, we had a nice house, my teaching 
job was great, and so was my career 
as a composer. At that time, when 
you decided to emigrate from South 
Africa you could only take with you 
the equivalent of 10,000 Canadian 
dollars, never mind accusations of 
treason and secret service threats. 
We were forced to leave practically 
everything behind... Starting in 
Canada from scratch was hard, and 
in the beginning we did struggle a lot, 
but then things fell into place.” 

Retirement meant something total- 
ly different to Kloppers from what it 
does to many other people: it meant 
getting busier than ever. “These days 
I've been composing constantly be- 
cause people seem to like my music. 
I’m a Romantic at heart, my style is 
quite neo-Romantic in character, and 
this is what a lot of people seem to 
want. You may say much of my mu- 
sic is utilitarian, but so was Bach’s — 
through their work, composers must 
embrace those who are around them. 
For me, there is no other way.” 
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Disc Of The Week 
THE XX 
XX 

(Young Turks) 
took k tr 


Even at its best, ethereal electronic Pop music is prone to a number of faults — trite lyrics, for one. 
Complacent, redundant melodies and sounds for another, But with xx, the British band The xx has 
crafted a dreamy record that transcends all these problems; it's an album that's both warm and 
cool, carnal and affecting. It's an impressive feat, considering this is the debut album from a quartet of 20-year-olds. Bassist Oliver Sim 
and guitarist Romy Madley Croft, both of whom share vocal duties, fall in and out of step on songs deliberately crafted to echo the 
feelings of a fractured, tumultuous romance. On “Heart Skipped a Beat,” for instance, the two echo back and forth the words "Some- 
times | still need you." Despite the simplicity af the lyrics, Sim and Croft's vocal performances make these songs feel mature and full of 


depth, capturing a sense of fluid connections and ephemeral hurnan relationships. This is mood music that deserves better than to be 
relegated to the background. 


CLARA LOGINOV 








Rude Boy 

JAMIE T 

Kings & Queens 

(Virgin) 

Kk kk 

With Kings & Queens, sneering British troubadour Jamie T confirms the promise he made on his 2007 
debut: there's more than just knife-crime coming from the streets of London these days. Jamie's infec- 
tiously unpredictable mix of punk, ska, hip-hop, and folk is a thrilling combination — one that makes 
for perhaps the best musical expression we have so far of the ironic, multicultural metropolises of the 21st century. The record is full of 
unexpected flourishes of stand-up bass, snippets of live dialogue, chant-along choruses, and dystopian synthesizers. And Jamie's wry, 
keenly observed lyrics — “Two World Wars and one World Cup” is one of my favourites — are more than able to hold their own. And more 
surprisingly still, the best moments on Kings & Queens are when he goes all quiet and sensitive. I'd imagine ballads like “Emily's Heart” 
and “Jilly Armeen” are the kind of thing that'd get a 23-year-old British rude boy kicked out of the gang. Fortunately, they can also get 
hima musical career that's now exponentially on the rise 

MICHAEL HINGSTON 





Post-Rock 

CALIFONE 

All My Friends Are Funeral Singers 

(Dead Oceans) 

ok ke tee 

The new album from Chicago post-rockers Califone is also the soundtrack to an as-yet-unreleased 
feature film written and directed by lead singer Tim Rutili — information is sketchy, but apparently it's 
about a young female psychic living in the woods in a haunted cabin. I'm not sure how the song about 
film director Luis Bufuel fits into the narrative, but otherwise this music sounds like it would set the mood perfectly. There's a lonely, 
Appalachian quality to a lot of these tracks, with the touches of mournful fiddle and melancholy banjo — but every so often, it’s like the 
ghost of some other album wanders through, like when something that sounds either like an old-fashioned radio tuner or a singing saw 
wafts through “1928” or a loud clatter of steel drums barges in on “Better Angels." | find my ear drawn to the background textures of 
these songs more than | am to Rutili’s drab, funereal vocals — | realize that’s the album's title, but still! — but that's not a bad thing. On 
this album, the wallpaper is the most interesting feature. | hope that's not true of the movie. 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 





Celtic Punk 

RUM RUNNER 

What's the Music Mean to You 

(Stumble) 

wok kre 

Calgary's Rum Runner have been thumping across Canadian stages with their Celtic-punk sound since 
2001, The bands still sonically akin to The Pogues or Dropkick Murphys with a touch of Bouncing Souls for 
good fun. Lyricist/vocalist Al Drinkle sings his folk-punk tales in a gravelly, road-weary voice that belies his 
relative youth. Drinkle has developed substantially as a songwriter too, getting away from the obvious drunk punk of the old Rum Runner 
to now writing amped-up ballads of life, love, and wasted youth. While the lyrics can get gymnastic at times — there's a song here titled 
“The Dipsomaniacal Sentimentalist” — Drinkle’s raw voice lends his songs enough strength and plaintive emotion to stand on their own, 
especially when backed busking-style by acoustic guitar on “Volnay” and “The Solar Pessimist.” What's the Music Mean to You may not 
break any new ground, but it'll provide a decent soundtrack for a night at the pub with plenty of Guinness and Smithwick’s. 


What's (he Music Mezn to You? 








RICH BOMBER 


Swedish Innovators 
MIIKE SNOW 


wok Ky 
Ifyou listen to the opening seconds of “Animal” from Sweden's Miike Snow, you'd never guess it’s the 


work of the same production team behind some major players in the top-40 game. Well, the beatmakers 
; behind Britney Spears’ “Toxic” have teamed up with an indie singer and they've made something (mildly) 
memorable on this self-titled disc. | was captivated by nearly every track on this disc right from the opening seconds and couldn't wait to 
find out where they were headed. Unfortunately, they often headed pretty far afield — imagine a cross between Sigur Ros, an uninspired 





| IAN BROWN 
MY WAY 

| Our current cultural landscape is such a 

/ junky collection of glued-together ruins, 

| sometimes | wonder if there's an original 
idea left. So when Stone Roses front-Fran- 
kenstein lan Brown comes at us on 


his new album with a thump- 

| ing hip-hop gangsta beat on 

la song called “Crowning of 

the Poor,” beating his head 

in the next song to a murky 

bhangra beat, what we're 

| really hearing is a collection of 
things that already existed — just 


—| put together ina way that would have been 


| really, really funny not that long ago. But 
that’s England for you, eternally trashy to 
grand effect! | do love them for it. 
The man who used to fill our Mod night 
dancefloors with the haircut-singalong “I 
Wanna Be Adored” brings this to a ferocious 

| culmination as he covers “In the Year 2525," 
one of the stupidest examples of futur- 

| ism to come out of the 20th century — it 

practically predicts that in the year 8585 

| we'll no longer be wearing pants. And yet, 

| it'sa party-pleaser. lan Brown is still trying 

| tobe epic, and! appreciate that, as well 

as his compositions — | can easily 

imagine people in catsuits dra- 

| matically vogueing around 

to them on a junior high 

gym stage. Yes, he sounds 

like he's singing through a 

| breathalyzer, and there's a 

| general lack of impact to these 

pillowy tracks. But c'mon, the 

mofo's wearing a tracksuit with his own face 

as a logo. You can’t just ignore something 

| like that. 

| wtb err 





| [AMKLOOT 

| B 

| Let's stay in Manchester today, shall we? 

| Having been there chasing around Morris- 

| sey’s ghost, | can say it’s a city that reminds 

| a fellow of Edmonton somewhat, a depress- 


LISTEN. BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 










ing enough place full of industrial goons of 
every payscale and a reactive music scene 
built at various points on copious drug use 
What we have in the new | Am Kloot is the 
more subdued morning after the party, folky 
pop with descriptive, personal lyrics that tell 
the universal tale that most rela- 
tionships are shit. You know this 
is true. John Bramwell's music 
has a bit of Liverpool in it, 
and when he reaily sneers, 
it's the bastard child of John 
Lennon and Alice Cooper, 
which you can really hear on 
“This House Is Haunted.” This song, 
and the stomping, hypnotic “Gods and Mon- 
sters,” with its psychedelic organ, join the 
tsunami of monster/horror-related music 
shuffling around in the indie world right now. 
Plenty of interesting stuff here. “Cinders” is 
another song that sounds rained on in the 
cold, and “Stop Taking Photographs" cheek- 
ily tells us there are “no lessons in your past.” 
If you have human emotions, pick this one 
up and keep it warm. 
kkk Ky 


OLD SCHOOL 
OASIS 

(WHAT'S THE STORY) 
MORNING GLORY? (1995) 
Pulling a Manchester hat 

trick with the reviews, 

never has a band so directly 

ripped off The Beatles and 
gotten so fully away with it. 
Seriously, these weird-looking, 

ill-tempered eyebrow goblins 

are gazillionaires! That said, they added 
“stadium” to the Fab Four's mix, the hands 
of their fans blistered and deformed from all 
that lighter-lofting. So even if “Champagne 
Supernova" is the ugly, thieving grandson of 
“Glass Onion," it was still fun to hear our girls 
screaming about it instead of just watching 
black-and-white footage of our creepily-hot 
moms doing the same. Mind you, | think | like 
Cat Power's “Wonderwall” better. 
kk kK 





the chill-out king returns 
- the observer 


friday ® edmonton event centre 


tickets at ticketmaster www.ticketmaster.ca 


moby. War Vie ae Ste) a1 = 


cd 


Coldplay, and a melancholy (and easily distracted) MGMT spinning the knobs. It’s all frustratingly elusive, but perhaps that elusiveness Is 
what makes the album notable — if this same material were sung by your standard indie band, it'd hardly be Ha be pore the plastic 
the CD was made from. Miike Snow won't stick’in your head like a Britney Spears hit, but | guess the imagination that went into this album 








‘ands for something. 
CURTIS WRIGHT 
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REMEMBERING SEIFERT YARDBIRD SUITE, #11 TOMMY 
BANKS WAY. 


9351-118 AVE. Show at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $5 at door. 


Laie oy Spe pencear a FRESH START BISTRO FRIENDLY VILLAGE PUB, 9544 163 


ANNA BEAUMONT TRIO SORRENTINO’S, 4208 CALGARY 
TRAIL SOUTH Show at 8 p.m. 


| BLUE SKY RAIN ORLANDO'S PUB, 15163-121 ST. 8 p.m. 


MUSIC 
+ — = 
TH U RS) AY DRUM BROTHERS BONNIE DOON HALL, 9240-93 ST. | With guests. 8 p.m. 
| Tickets: 485-2515/www.drumbrothers.com. | POLISHINTERNATIONAL JAZZ GROUP YARDBIRD SUITE, | 
Live Music | DUB VULTURE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, | #1! TOMMY BANKS WAY Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: $24 at door. 
| 
| 


PLAIN RD. With Ann Vriend, Chloe Albert, Amanda Rheaume, 


ST, Live music every Friday. 7 p.m. $5 at door. SUSAN AGLUKARK FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, 





and NLX. : 
; THEGIFT: ATRIBUTETOIAN TYSON MACLAB THEATRE | SHERWOOD PARK Info: wwwestivalplace.ab.ca/449-3378, 
LBZAVE. Wi 
prscrhirh a 9828-I01A AVE Tickets: 420-T1S7/www. TRACY GRAMMER BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. 
tixonthesquare.ca. Hy] j ic H ark i iohtc 

jb Nights ro. | DJs/Ctub Night 

= = no ee ebliees, PUB TO108- | (PLAY FRIDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #16 957-FRST. With ) 
T ; YS CAFE (mho Austin. 
pect peer ee AUTO EROTIQUE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER AVE, 
LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 JASPER at9pm k : | CONNECTED FRIDAYS BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER 
AVE. ? KIMMITCHELLARDEN THEATRE, | AVE.Locathouse and intemational guest Dis. 
MIA FELLOW BUDDY'S PUB, HSSTANNESTSTALBERT Doors, | OANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 1070-107 
TI725B JASPER AVE. at730 p.m. Info: www.ticketmaster. | AVE.With Generation IIVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. info: 414-0233. 
PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY, 10081 2 DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 
JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. LISABROKOP ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL peal tenet ee IT725B JASPER AVE. 
SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, CENTRE, 10819-71 AVE. Doors at7 pm. Tickets: 10242106 ST. 
10030-102 ST. Doors at 9pm. 420-151 DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE. 
THIRSTY THURSDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116 957-FIR ST. LIVEMUSICSTEEPS OLDGLENORA, I241.STONY PLAINRD, | DESTROY ROCK & ROLL HALO, 10538 JASPER AVE. 
With DJ Kenni Ko. | Doorsat@30pm. FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM (WEM) 
URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKYLOUNGE, | THEMATADORSNEW/CITY 10081 ASPERAVE With guess. | FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 607 ASPER AVE 
5505-118 AVE Saperstein MIND FUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS, 1008-105 
FRIDAY MOBY EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8882-170 ST. Tickets: ST:Doorsat2am. 
\ www.ticketmaster.ca. 

Live Musi MUMIY TROLL STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With guests. SATURDAY 

ar 8pm. ; . 
ANDREW YORK MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, STUDENTS | PARACHUTE PENGUIN PAWN SHOP, 2ND FL. 10551-82 AVE. ; 
UNION BUILDING, U OF A Tickets: www tixonthesquare.ca d | ANITARENFROE WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE. 











































On The Road | DJs Sarah Patterson and Sean Borchert of the Edmonton Arts Council spin tunes for the breakdancers at Storefront Cinema Nights, literally on the 
surface of Stony Plain Road. Especially awesome: the backwards club crab thrust of that one pregnant woman. Damn, girl! PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


BREEZY BRIAN GREGG & HARRY GREGG DOUBLE 
D'S LOUNGE & GRILL, 15203 STONY PLAIN RD. 9 p.m. 
DEAN MCNEILL QUINTET YARDBIRD SUITE, #11 TOMMY 
BANKS WAY With Campbell Ryga. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: 


| §20atdoor. 
| FEAR OF CITY RENDEZVOUS PUB, 1008-149 ST. With Fleet- 
| ing Arms, and The Resistance. 





JACK SEMPLE HORIZON STAGE, 1001 CALAHOO ROAD 
SPRUCE GROVE 7:30 p.m. Info: 962-8995. 

KIM MITCHELL DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE, 8700-84 ST. 
FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8 p.m. Info: www.ticketmaster, 
ca/451-8000. 

PROPAGANDHI STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. Doors at 
8pm. 

STEPHANIE BOSCH HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120A STONY 
PLAIN RD. CD release with guests. Info: 235-3672. 


BJs/Club Nights 
DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 
AVE. With Generation IIVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. Info: 





414-0233. 

DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER 
AVE. 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 
ST. 

DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 

MENACE SESSIONS BLACK DOG 
FREEHOUSE, 10425 WHYTE AVE. 
OH SNAP! BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 
10030-102 ST. With Degree, Cobra 
Commander, Battery, and guests. 


| SMALLTOWN DJ'S PAWN SHOP, 2ND FL. 


10551-82 AVE. 9 p.m. 
SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116,957-FIR ST. 
With DJ Love Jones. 


| SUNDAY 





BACK PORCH SWING MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 10025- | 


101 ST. With guests. 2 p.m. Info: www.backporchswing.ca. 


| CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 


AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynn Zwicker. Doors at 4 p.m. 

JOEL GRAY BLUE PEAR, 10643-123 ST. Show at 6:30 p.m. 
KOKOPELLI MCKERNAN BAPTIST CHURCH, 11103-76 AVE. 7 
p.m. Tickets: www.hytes.org. 

PETRO POLUJIN CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY AVE. 


| 5pm. 


PROPAGANDHI STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. Doors at 6 
p.m. (all ages). 

QUARTANGO FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHER- 
WOOD PARK Tickets: www.festivalplace.ab.ca/449-3378. 
SANDRO DOMINELLI TRIO YARDBIRD SUITE, #11 TOMMY 
BANKS WAY. 


| Dd RUDY ELECTRO. BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 


MONDAY 


FLOGGING MOLLY EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8882-170 
ST. With Inward Eye and Gallows. Doors at 7 p.m. 
RASCALL FLATTS REXALL PLACE, 7424-118 AVE. 
Tickets:www.ticketmaster.ca/451-8000. 


| 
| 


| 


DJs/Club Nights 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 

ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG, 10425 WHYTE AVE. 

METAL MONDAYS L/KWID LOUNGE, 1008] JASPER AVE. 


TUESDAY 


Live Music 

INCHES OF BLOOD STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. 

BIG JOHN BATES PAWN SHOP, 2ND FL 10551-82 AVE. With 
guests. 8 p.m. 

DOWNCHILD WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 AVE With Colin 
Linden. 8 p.m. Tickets: 428-1414. 

LIVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 10251 JASPER AVE.Doors at 9 p,m. 
THE PARKERS YARDBIRD SUITE, #11 TOMMY BANKS WAY 
Doors at 8 p.m. 


DJs/Club Nights 
DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY 'S PUB, I725B JASPER AVE. 
DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 


WEDNESDAY 


Live Music 
ALL THAT REMAINS EDMONTON EVENT 
CENTRE, 8882- 
170 ST. With Lacuna Coil, and guests. 
Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. 
IAN AND SARA WOODMAN 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 
10025-101 ST. Show at 12:10 p.m. 
MARK BERUBE BLACK D06, 10425- 
WHYTEAVE. ; 
RAGHU LOKANATHAN THE ARTERY, 
9535 JASPER AVE. 7 p.m. 


DJs/Club Nights 
BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S, #201, 10368 
WHYTE AVE. 
GUEST DJ RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 
RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 
WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 
10030-102 ST. 


O ngoing 


Ausic 





ACOUSTIHOLICS ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. 


OCT 23-26 Info: 432-461. 

BOBBY AUSTIN TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. OCT 23-24 8:30 p.m. 

THE COUNTERFITZ CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. 
OCT 23-24 Info: 463-9467, 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIAN’S PIANO BAR, 11727 KING- 
SWAY AVE. OCT 22-24 8 p.m. 

JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO 
& DUELING PIANO BAR (WEM) Hosted by Dave Babcock and 


| his Jump Trio. 


MICHAEL CHARLES BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 
OCT 26-31. 


| MISTER LUCKY DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 AVE.OCT 


3-249p.m. 
ROSS NEILSON AND THE SUFFERIN’ BASTARDS BLUES 
ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. TO OCT 24. 
STAN GALLANT SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM) 8882-170 
ST. TO.OCT 24. 
SUITE 33 YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153 ST. TO OCT 24 
Info: 424-9467. 

LISTINGS cont'd on p. 20 
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MUSIC 
LISTINGS (cont’d from p. 18) 
LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 4:30 p.m. 
OPEN STAGES | ‘20!’ Eueraararsoeane | MONDAY WEDNESDAY 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR.Doors DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 9013-88 AVE, Doors at 8 p.m. EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
THURSDAY at9pm, SUNDAY IVORY CLUB 10304-1I1 ST. Doors at 8 pm. HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB ISIZ04 STONY PLAIN RD. 7:30 pum. 
DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB, 10304-IST.Every | BEER HUNTERS 386 ST ALBERT RD. STALBERT ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 1O1II-II7ST. Doorsat9p.m. | HOOLIGANZ PUB10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors | Thu 8pm. Fri& Sat 9p.m. EDDIE SHORTS 10712124 ST. Doors at 9pm. TUESDAY LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDDLER’S ROOST, 8906-99 
at7pm. | : ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. | 
DUELING PANO SHOWS VoRY 8 oso4-mstey | S/\TJRDAY pees what ee i ae THE DRUID 1606 JASPERAVE. Doors at 9pm. PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 AVE. 
Thu 8pm. Fri& Sat 9 p.m. BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE Doors at 4 p.m. LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 p.m. LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. Acoustic bluegrass only. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
HERE COME THE ZOOMERS CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS | CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 9351-118 AVE. Musicand | NEW CITY 1008]JASPER AVE Doors at 9 p.m. SIDELINER’S PUB 11018-1Z7 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. SECOND CUP 12336-102 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. | p.m. Info: 752-4867. SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 8170-50 ST.Doors at 8 p.m. WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8/20-10) ST. 


J&R GRILL & BAR 4003-106 ST.Doors at 9 p.m. 
LB’S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
NAKED CYBERCAFE 10354 JASPER AVE. 8 p.m. 





poetry open mic. Doors at 7 p.m. 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 


| at9pm. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 10304-I11 ST. Every 
Thu8p.m., Fri & Sat 9pm. 





NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE.Doors at 3 p.m. 
O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE.Doors at 9 p.m. 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL #2, 1509-127 ST.Doors at 
3p.m. 





STEEPS OLD GLENORA 1241] STONY PLAIN RD.Doors at 
730p.m. 













have something going on? let us know 
listings@see.greatwest.ca 
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“SHOW AT 8PM 


FIGHTS AT 7:30PM 


DINNER & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT.COM OR CALL 780.930.2619 


steak - a sage 


Three-Course Seating 


6 pm | 


85 per person 


Four-Course Seating 


9 pm | $125 per person 


All dinner SF 


Reservation required, please call 780.930.2656 


clude one glass of « 


hampagne 


TICKETS FOR SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER CHARGE-BY-PHONE 780.451.8000 OR TICKETMASTER.CA 


SHOWS AT 6 30 & 9: 30PM 





\VEMBER 1 


DEK | 1 





KING CRAB LEGS 
$1 8. 88 PER POUN 


TAX AND Sey, Ase INCLUDED. 


asAK 
RIVER CREE 


RESORT AND CASINO 


ENOCH, ALBERTA 


ERICH HANGE SR 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD | 780.484.2121 | RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
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MOVIE REVIEW : ENIGMA - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK {845 words 


46 THE JEFFERSON AIRPLANE’S “SOMEBODY TO 
LOVE” IS A SYMBOL FOR GOD’S BENIFICENCE. 


The Universe Vs. Larry Gopnik 


THE COEN BROTHERS’ A 
SERIOUS MANIS A SERIOUSLY 
BAFFLING FABLE ABOUT A 
SERIOUSLY UNLUCKY JEW 





ASERIOUS MAN 

Directed by Joel and Ethan Coen. Starring Michael Stuhlbarg, 
Richard Kind, Fred Melamed, Opens Fri, Oct 23. 
KAKA 





A Serious Man, the latest film from 
Joel and Ethan Coen, must be the 
first movie to use the Columbia Re- 
cord and Tape Club as a metaphor 
for the chaos of the universe. In ar- 
guably the film's key scene, physics 
professor Larry Gopnik (Michael 
Stuhlbarg) gets a phone call from a 
Columbia sales representative, who 
tells him that his account is in ar- 
rears: he still hasn't paid for his copy 
of Santana's Abraxas. (Did J mention 
the film is set in the late 60s?) 

Larry has no idea what the man 
is talking about — he never ordered 
Santana’s Abraxas. But that’s the 
point, the voice on the phone replies: 
the album was sent to him automati- 
cally. “But I didn’t do anything!” Lar- 
ry shouts, with increasing agitation 
“I don't want Santana's Abraxas!” 
But what Larry doesn't realize is, 
that's how the universe works: even 
if you don't do anything, God is the 
kind of person who will still force you 
to foot the bill for Santana’s Abrax- 
as. In fact, the people who don’t do 
anything are kind of His favourite 
targets. 

The situation with the Columbia 
Record and Tape Club is actually the 
least of Larry’s woes. His hopes of 
getting tenure at the university are 
jeopardized by a series of anonymous 
letters someone is mailing to the ten- 
ure committee. A Korean student, 
unhappy with the F he’s received 
on his exam, is apparently trying to 


bribe Larry into passing him — al 
though the kid’s behaviour is so in- 
scrutable that Larry’s not even sure 
what to accuse him of. His unem- 
ployed (and unemployable) brother 
Arthur has moved into the living 
room and spends his hours draining 
a cyst on his neck and working on 
a grand mathematical theory of the 
universe called “The Mentaculus.” 
And his wife Judith has informed 
him, out of the blue, that she’s leav- 
ing him for Sy Abelman — and insists 
that Larry move into a motel while 
she arranges for a “get,” a traditional 
Jewish divorce. 

The divorce, the cost of the mo- 
tel, Arthur's problems with the law, 
the uncertainty of his position at the 
university, the arrangements for his 
son's upcoming bar mitzvah — it all 
puts a strain on Larry’s finances. But 
what's causing Larry the most tsuris 
is a much more abstract concern 
why him? He’s a good man, a loyal 
husband, a devoted father. He goes to 
synagogue every week. He gives gen- 
erously to the community. Why has 
God singled him out for such suffer- 
ing? Is he being punished for some 
reason? Or is there no meaning 
whatsoever to any of these events — 
is it just random gibberish, like the 
signal on his TV set, which keeps 
“coming in fuzzy” no matter how 
much time he spends on the roof jig- 
gling the antenna? 

At one point, Larry tells his class 
the story of Schrédinger’s cat and 
tells them that even if they don’t un- 
derstand it, they're “still responsible 
for it on the midterm.” Reviewing A 
Serious Man makes me feel a little 
like one of Larry's students — it's 
been four days since I saw it and 
even though I’ve barely penetrated 
any of this movie's mysteries, I’ve 
still got to write down some cogent 





He Doesn't Want Santana's Abraxas! | Michael Stuhlbarg helps the Coen brothers push the envelope of impenetrability in A Serious Man, PHOTO BY WILSON WEBB 


thoughts about it. A Serious Man be- 
longs alongside Barton Fink and The 
Man Who Wasn't There in the Coen 
filmography: it's a deliberately cryp- 
tic fable that you might be tempted to 
write off as meaningless if it weren't 
for the way each scene is staged 
and photographed so impeccably. 
Each image, each line of dialogue, 
each performance seems so delib- 
erate, so precisely what the Coens 
wanted, that surely it all must signify 
something. 

Here are the theories I've developed 
so far. The Jefferson Airplane song 
“Somebody to Love” is a symbol for 
God's benificence. Danny's transis- 
tor radio equals man’s connection to 
God. Larry's neighbour, who keeps 


encroaching on Larry's property 
with his lawnmower, represents the 
erosion of faith in modern society 
Larry’s other neighbour, a married 
woman with a penchant for nude 
sunbathing, represents the tempta- 
tion of the flesh. Schrédinger’s cat 
equals our inability to know if we 
have earned God's favour. Property 
lawyer Solomon Schultz represents 
false hope that the ways of man can 
solve our spiritual crises. Mike the 
school bully equals the unavoidabil- 
ity of God's wrath. So does the hurvi- 
cane. So does Santana's Abraxas. Or 
maybe Cosmo's Factory does. Now 
I’m getting confused. And the par- 
able of the goy’s teeth, which Larry 
hears from his rabbi... well, can 1 get 


back to you on that one? 

A Serious Man has been widely 
hailed as one of the Coens’ great- 
est achievements to date. Myself, 
I wasn’t quite as enraptured by it. 
Certainly, its evocation of Jewish life 
in 1960s Minnesota is wonderfully 
textured, and Michael Stuhlbarg 
gives a resourceful performance in 
a passive, reactive, powerless role. 
I sure don’t regret seeing it. But is 
“mildly intrigued bafflement” really 
an ideal reaction to a piece of art? | 
find myself echoing the sentiment of 
the CIA bureau chief J.K. Simmons 
played in the Coens’ previous film, 
Burn After Reading: can someone 
bring this movie back to me when it 
makes sense? 








= 


When She's Good, She's Very, Very Good, But When 





She's Bad, She's Homicidal | Don't let the pigtails 


fool you: Isabelle Fuhrman is one malevolent little girl in Orphan, PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS PICTURES 
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DVD DICTATOR : THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





EVILCHILD! 


Orphan 
CAST | Vera Farmiga, Isabelle Fuhrman 


The Dictator didn’t have a whole lot of re- 
spect for this movie when he saw it in the- 
atres, but with each passing month, the stuff 
that irritated him — the silly opening dream 
sequence, the overreliance on cheap scares, 
Vera Farmiga’s hambone performance — 
seems less and less important compared 
to the spectacular work by littie Isabelle 
Fuhrman (one of the great evil-child perfor- 
mances in movie history) and the gloriously 
demented twist ending. If you're looking for 
crowd-pleasing entertainment for this year's 
Halloween party, here's the DVD to rent. 





MISANTHROPIC MAN! 


Whatever Works 
CAST | Larry David, Evan Rachel Wood 


Of course, if you want to put some truly 
frightening images in your head this Hallow- 
een, you could always rent the latest Woody 
Allen fitm and picture 62-year-old Larry David 
having sex with his 22-year-old co-star Evan 
Rachel Wood. Thankfully, Allen has the good 
sense not to show any of that onscreen. In 
fact, casting David in the “Woody Allen” role 
is a smart directorial gambit — there's noth- 
ing funnier than seeing David yell at little’ 
kids and call them morons. Whatever Works 
is fairly mediocre, but it's a good appetizer for 
the new season of Curb Your Enthusiasm. 





| Say no more, say no mare. 


DEAD PARROT! 


Monty Python: Almost The Truth 
CAST | Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry 
Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones, Michael Palin 


And now for something... well, something 
completely familiar at this point. After 40 
years (!), the Monty Python sensibility — sur- 
real, shocking, half-smart, half-stupid — has 
been so completely absorbed into modern 
comedy that it's easy to overlook how bril- 
liant and avant-garde those 45 original epi- 
sodes of Monty Python's Flying Circus were. 
mentary does a thorough job of telling the 
story of the troupe and their cultural impact. 


a 
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MOVIE REVIEW - ANIMATION - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON 543 words 


Amazing Cartoons ... At No Cost To You! 





Baby Got Back | Chris Landreth’s The Spine is one of the highlights of the NFB's new wet Animated! collection. 
IMAGE COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL FILM BOARD 





w AM CNC |co]lale} 
emotional journey!” 


- Katherine Monk, THE VANCOUVER SUN 


KKK 


“A must-see!” 


- Liz Braun, THE TORONTO SUN 


Kak 


“Unfailingly charming!” 


- Bill Brownstein, THE GAZETTE 


i WINNER 


¥ 
4 2009 Wt D INTERNATIONAL 
MW FESTIVAL 


BEST CANADIAN ut J 


PATRICIA CLARKSON RSIDDIG 


CAIROTIME 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING! —canwear— 
Check theatre directories for showtimes : = 
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MONDAY IS WORLD ANIMATION 
DAY — AND NFB’S GET 
ANIMATED! SCREENINGS ARE 
THE PERFECT WAY TO MARK 
THE OCCASION 





NFB GET ANIMATED! 

Various directors. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 
Mon, Oct 26 (“Family Program” at 7pm, “Animation Feast” 
at 8pm). Free. 

KKK 


As part of the National Film Board’s 
week-long celebration of World Ani- 
mation Day (a week to celebrate a day 
— can someone explain that math to 
me?), this Monday evening Metro 
Cinema joins theatres all over Cana- 
da in screening over a dozen cutting- 
edge animated shorts from across 
the country. Their styles, genres, and 
settings may vary wildly, but there’s 
an undeniably Canadian current 
running through it all — you'll prob- 


| ably see something you recognize, 


and you'll definitely see something 
you love. Fresh, funny, and bursting 
wiht life, this is a terrific — and ter- 
rifically eclectic — collection. 

Plus it’s all free. So c’mon, what 
else are you going to do ona Monday 
night? 

First, at 7 p.m., is the family pro- 
gram, but don't be fooled: there's 
something here for animation fans 


of all ages. From Philip Eddolls’s de- 
lightfully wordless Git Gob, where 
two gingerbread-like creatures argue 
over what a hole is, to Pierre-Luc 
Granjon and Pascal le Notre’s epic 
fairy tale Léon in Wintertime, these 
shorts demonstrate the power and 
delight of mythmaking, and also re- 
mind us how fertile the ground is in 
this often-overlooked medium. 

And it’s impossible to miss the 
sheer dedication it must take to 
spend so many months and years 
labouring over a product that lasts 
all of five minutes and will be seen, 
quite frankly, by almost nobody. It’s 
both an act of heroism and a minor 
tragedy. Everything you see at Get 
Animated! comes straight from the 
heart, no doubt about it. 

Then, at 8 p.m., is the “Animation 
Feast” portion of the evening, where 
the pieces get a little more ambigu- 
ous, and a little more experimental. 
From Chris Landreth (who won an 
Oscar for his 2004 short Ryan) we 
get a remarkable new piece called 
The Spine, which takes place at a 
group therapy session for couples 
with co-dependency The 
participants’ psyches are projected 


issues. 


onto their physical bodies, from two 
beaten-up husbands whose flesh is 
tearing away in strips to the group 
mediator, whose position of power is 


represented by his entire body taking 
the eerie shape of a hand. The Spine 
hits from all angles, and it hits hard 
Landreth, by the way, will also be ap 
pearing at The ARTery (9535 Jasper 
Ave) this Saturday at 3 p.m. to talk 
about the making of the film. 

There’s something to savour in 
nearly all of these shorts, whether it’s 
a neat shot of butter melting in a fry 
ing pan (in Daniel Janke’s How Peo- 
ple Got Fire) or the bustle of a market 
overwhelming a timid housewife (in 
Inés Sedan’s maroon-sketched The 
Man Who Slept). 

But if there's one short you should 
make time for, it's Runaway, a manic 
10-minute film from Oscar-nomi 
nated animator Cordell Barker and 
scored by The Triplets of Belleville 
composer Ben Charest. The prem 
ise is pure vintage comedy: a coal- 
powered train, carrying a_front car 
of snobs and a back car of slobs, hits 
a stray cow on the tracks and goes 
wild, forcing the bumbling appren 
tice conductor to try and keep things 
under control. It’s told with impec- 
cable attention to detail, tons of hu 
mour, and some rather biting class 
satire underneath it all. 

The decision to include it in both 
portions of the evening is smart 
Runaway is so good you'll want to 
see it twice. 








MOVIE REVIEW - CULTURE JAMMERS - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 487 words 


RADICAL JESTERS MAKES AN 

UNCONVINCING CASE FOR THE 
POLITICAL POWER OF PUBLIC 

PRANKSTERS 





RADICAL JESTERS 

Directed by Tim Jackson. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel). Fri, Oct 23 (7pm). 

bo Xa aXe 


Oh, the eternal struggle between 
wanting to change the world and ac- 
tually doing something about it. I’m 
sure many of us believe that capital- 
ism and its tentacles have severely 
undermined many of our most basic 
rights; we also shudder at the very 
thought of going out in public and 
making asses of ourselves in order to 
broadcast our discontent. 

Make no mistake: I’m happy about 
my fundamental timidity, but as Tim 
Jackson's lo-fi documentary Radi- 
cal Jesters demonstrates, there are 
plenty of others who have no such 
problem with public embarrassment. 
And we're not talking about irate 
war protesters or people who stone- 
facedly picket in front of corporate 
headquarters either. We're talking 
about pranksters, culture jammers, 
Situationists, and guerrilla street 
performers — people who believe 


‘Hoax Populi 


comedy is the best way to reach the 
hearts of the jaded masses. Embar- 
rassment is part of their job. 

The methods and goals of these 
groups tend to vary, but Jackson's 
basic (and entirely vague) thesis is 
something like: the Man is keeping 
us down, and it’s our duty to turn the 
channels of His control back against 
Him. For Alan Abel, this means con- 
vincing HBO he’s the owner of the 
world’s smallest penis, and eating 
up 20 minutes of a primetime docu- 
mentary comparing his orgasms to 
the storming of Iwo Jima. For the Im- 
prov Everywhere troupe, this means 
orchestrating a prank on the New 
York subway where dozens of pants- 
less actors get on the same car in the 
middle of January and pretend not to 
know one another. For the Surveil- 
lance Camera Players, this means 
performing mini Orwellian plays in 
front of security cameras until the 
cops show up. 

Sometimes these performers can 
be quite eloquent in explaining ex- 
actly what this public mirth hopes 
to achieve. I particularly liked Cath- 
erine D’Ignazio of Boston's Insti- 
tute for Infinitely Small Things, a 
group that literalizes the directives 
of corporate slogans like “Rollover” 


and “Enjoy Life.” The ape-mask 
wearing Guerrilla Girls, too, seem 
to have a very clear grasp on how 
spectacle and politics intertwine in 
their work. 

But these groups are not all the 
same, and Jackson makes no attempt 
to explain the differences between 
them, Some are petty. Some are un- 
bearably self-satisfied. Some are plain 
stupid. What this subject matter re- 
ally needs is a director who is willing 
to separate the wheat from the chaff, 
instead, we get a fanboy’s wholesale 
endorsement of absolutely everyone 
involved — complete with mission 
statements and web addresses. It's 
counter-propaganda, in other words, 
and that doesn’t help anyone. 

Screening alongside Radical Jest- 
ers is Honk! (ak), a short 
kindred-spirit documentary by 
Chloe Zimmerman about an an 
nual music-in-the-streets festival in 
Massachusetts. In it, organizers and 
participants alike claim that walking 
around in neon costumes and blar- 
ing into tubas with anarchy logos 
stickered to them amounts to a radi- 
cal political statement. I’m skepti- 
cal about this — to put it extremely 
mildly — but at least the hippies look 
like they’re having fun too. 
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MOVIE REVIEW « REMAKE « BY PAUL MATWYCHUK j 426 words 


Loco Parentis 





Nip/Tuck/Slash | Dylan Walsh is a creepy familial interloper in The Stepfather. PHOTO COURTESY OF SCREEN 
GEMS 


THE REMAKE OF THE 
STEPFATHER REMOVES 
EVERYTHING THAT MADE THE 
1987 ORIGINAL SO SPECIAL 





THE STEPFATHER 

Directed by Nelson McCormick. Starring Dylan Walsh, Penn 
Badgley, Sela Ward. Now playing. 

worry 





In both the original 1987 version of 
The Stepfather and the new remake, 
the title character gets to make a 
speech about the importance of fam- 
ily. In the original, the character is 
played by Lost's Terry O'Quinn, who 
gives the speech a weird poignancy. 
Sure, he's a travelling serial killer 
who has married into God knows 
how many families over the years, 


with its cheesy synth score — the | 


script, by the late crime novelist 
Donald €. Westlake, wasn't just clev- 
erly plotted; it was also a sly satire on 
the dark underbelly of Reagan-era 
“family values.” It was about a man 
trying desperately to be “normal,” 
but whose mask kept slipping off his 


face. As for the remake ... well, I can't 


decide if director Nelson McCor- | 


mick and screenwriter J.S. Cardone 
(who also made the couldn’t-be-dull- 
er 2008 Prom Night remake) simply 


film or figured they could just as eas- 
ily do without it 


Instead, they build the film around | 


Walsh’s new stepson (played by Gos- 
sip Girl's Penn Badgley) and his 
growing suspicions that this new guy 





ICAN’T DECIDE IF THE DIRECTOR AND SCREENWRITER 
OF THE STEPFATHER SIMPLY MISSED THE WITTY 
SUBTEXT OF THE 1987 ORIGINAL OR FIGURED THEY 
COULD JUST AS EASILY DO WITHOUT IT. 





slaughtering them all when they fail 
to live up to his image of suburban 
perfection, but that doesn’t mean 
he doesn’t believe what he’s saying; 
he really does yearn for a wife and 
a child who will be there to hug him 
when he comes home. In the remake, 
however, the character is played by 
Dylan Walsh, from Nip/Tuck; he 
voices many of the same sentiments 
about family, but none of them thaw 
his cold-eyed expression. That's the 
big difference between the two moy- 
ies: O’Quinn is playing someone 
who wants a family; Walsh is playing 
a killer just looking for an excuse to 
Wipe out the entire household. 

Okay, that’s just one of the differ- 
ences. The 1987 film is one of the 
Sreat hidden gems of the 80s, even 


in hls mother’s life, who refuses to 
have his picture taken and pays for 
everything in cash, is not who he says 
he is, Unfortunately, Badgley has ap- 
parently decided to give the most la- 
conic performance in horror movie 
history, and his steadfast underplay- 
ing makes the script only seem more 
plodding than it already is. Amber 
Heard, as Badgley’s girlfriend, whose 
wardrobe consists almost entirely of 
bikinis and underwear, is the film’s 
sole source of visual interest. 

The filmmakers even fumble the 
original film's classic line, “Wait a 
minute ... who am I here?” — Walsh 
swallows the final four words so that 
they barely register. Who is he here? 
No one to be frightened of, that’s 


for sure. 
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DREAMWORKS 


PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 
WILL MAKE YOU JUMP, BUT IT 


| WON'T SPOOK YOU THE WAY 


THE BEST HORROR MOVIES DO 





PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 

Directed by Oren Peli. Starring Micah Sloat and Katie 
Featherston. Now playing. 

tok kre 





Paranormal Activity is the sort of 
movie you talk about making with 


| your friends upon realizing your 
missed the witty subtext of the first | 


hallway is kind of creepy. Familiarity 
is this film’s watchword, from con- 
ception to casting to execution. 

Micah (Micah Sloat), a day trad- 
er and totally average douchebag, 
shares a San Diego home with his 
girlfriend Katie (Katie Featherston), 
who has been haunted, off and on, by 
unexplained phenomena ever since 
the age of eight. As the film opens, 
Micah has purchased a fancy camera 
to document the activity, which have 
recently started up again. Much to 
Katie's chagrin, Micah begins filming 
everything, including their bedroom 
at night. 

This is a mockumentary along 
the lines of The Blair Witch Project 
or Cloverfield, wherein all the foot- 
age has supposedly been filmed by 
the characters themselves. The en- 
tirety of this micro-budget film takes 
place inside the couples’ house, and 
it relies on the claustrophobia of the 
space and the banality of the setting 
to creep out viewers, though it's only 
moderately successful at doing so. 

Relying on  hyperrealism for 
scares, Paranormal Activity plays 
on audiences’ fears of something 
alien entering the supposedly safe 
haven of their home and bedroom. 
But without creating a fully imag- 
ined cinematic world, the film must 
rely primarily on the viewer's belief 


* BY CLARA LOGINOV | 47 words 


Haunted Home Video 








in demons, ghosts, and things that 
go bump in the night. If your belief 
is nil, you probably won't find Para- 
normal Activity very scary. It seems 
to play solely to the fears of people 
sitting in a dark theatre rather than 
anything larger, which is what better 
horror films tend to do 

The most successfully creepy mo- 
ments are the ones that aren't neces- 
sarily paranormal. One of the more 
unsettling things that the couple 
captures on video during the night is 
Katie rising in a sleepwalker’s trance 
and standing at the side of the bed 
for several hours, facing Micah’s 
sleeping body. By playing this scene 
in fast-forward, an eerie, otherworld- 
ly time-lapse effect is created. It’s 
far more effective than the scenes 





| Cam To The Slaughter | A video camera captures all the spooky goings-on in Micah Sloat and Katie Featherstone’s bedroom in Paranormal Activity. PHOTO COURTESY OF 


which involve slamming doors and 
footsteps, for example — those bits 
are startling, sure, but they don’t do 
much except make you jump. 
First-time filmmaker Oren Peli 
has a good grasp on how to escalate 
tension, and the pacing is excellent. 
Without anything meaningful to 
ground the scares, though, the film 
ends up being mostly a collection of 
tense moments. The conclusion is 
fairly satisfying (more so than, say, 
The Blair Witch Project) and gives 
the story a satisfying sense of com- 
pletion. Paranormal Activity doesn't 
live up to its hype as one of the scari- 
est films ever made, but if you go in 
with moderate expectations, it will 
probably work as an entertainingly 
frightening night at the movies. 
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Cairo Time 
Nightly 7:00 & 9:00pm 
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NO 7:00PM MONDAY OCT. 26TH 
PRIVATE BOOKING 


Rocky Horror 
Picture Show 
Saturday, October 24th _ 
Midnight Tickets Now 
j 1 Sale. See 














8712- 109°STREET © 433-0728 





CAIRO TIME 
Highly 7:00, $00. Sot & Sun matinees 2-00. 
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH MIDNIGHT 





10337 - 82 AVENUE * 433-0728 


A SERIOUS MAN 

Nightly 7:00, 9:15; Sat & Sun matinees 2:00. 
THE BOYS ARE BACK PG 
Nightly 7:10; Sat & Sun matinees 1:00. Coarse languoge, mature subject 
matter. No show Oct. 28. Thursday, Oct. 29, 9:10 p.m. show only. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
Nightly 9:10; Sat & Sun matinees 3:00. Longuage may offend, not recom 
mended for young children. No shows Od. 28 or 29th. 


PARKLAND 


es 130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 

SAW VI 18A 
Nightly 7:15, 9:20; mafinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:15, 3:20. Brutal violence, 
gory scenes. 
ASTRO BOY PG 
Nightly 6°50, 9:05; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:50, 3:05. 
GIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
Nightly 6:45, 9:00; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:00. Frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young cldren. 
MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT STC 
Toes 10:00; Wed & Thurs 6:30, 9:00. 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN sc 
Nightly 6:55, 9:15; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:15. Brutal violence. 
THE STEPFATHER MA 
Nightly 7:10, 9:30; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:10, 3:30. Violence 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Nightly 7:00, 9:10; mafinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:10; Movies for 
Mommies Tues 1:00. Not recommended for young children 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Freon 7:05; 9:25; matinees Sat Sun & ives 1:05, 3:25; Movies for 
Mommies Tues 1:00. Sexual content, not recommended for young children. 


9828-1014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 


RADICAL JESTERS W/HONK! STC 
Fri 7:00. 


AMERICAN RADICAL 
Fri 8:30. 


FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION: RESISTANCE & REPRESSION IN 
THE AGE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY sTc 
Sot 6:30, 


YOU, ME & THE SPP: TRADING DEMOCRACY FOR 
CORPORATE RULE 





STC 
































sc 





THE COLOR OF OLIVES 
Sun 2:00, 


TELL STRINGS 
sma. —_ 

BEYOND BLUE & GRAY: PORTRAITS OF PALESTINIAN CRE- 
ATIVITY UNDER OCCUPATION sic 
Sun 6:00. 


ART & APATHY: ISRAELI CONSCIENCE & CULTURE 
Son 7:00. 











ZOMBIELAND 
Diy 8:45, Gry vince 


Some conditions apply. See store for details. “Rogers and the Mobius design are trademarks or used under license from or with perminsion of Rogers Communications Inc or an affiliate © 2009 Rogers Plus 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: AIDA (VERDI) 
Sat 11:00. 





CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 
Oily 1:15, 3:15, 5:05, 655, 835 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

Nightly 12:40, 250, 4:55, 7:05, 9:10. Bl vdlence. 





4702-50 St. Leduc © 986-2728 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:15; matinees Sot & Sun 1:05, 3:15. Not recommended for 
young children, 





MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT 
Wed Thurs 1:00, 1:30, 4:00, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20 

No passes. a = 
NY TIMES TALKS: A CONVERSATION WITH JOHN IRVING | STC 
Wed 8:00. 

STARK RAVING BLACK STC 
Thurs 7:00 


NORTH EDMONTON 


14231137th Avenue © 732-2223 











ASTRO BOY PG 
Nighy 6:55, 9:10; matinees Sat & Sun 6:55, 9:10, 


THE STEPFATHER 
Nightly 7:10, 9:30; motinees Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:30. Violence. 


‘ZOMBIELAND 
Nightly 7:00, 9:20; matinees Sat & Sun 1:00, 3:20. Gory violence. 


THIS IS IT PG 
Tues 10:00; Wed 7:00, 9:20. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 
3840-56. Wetaskiwin © 352-3922 











AMELIA PG 
FreTues, Thurs 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:35; Wed 4:10, 6:50, 9:35; 

Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00, No passes 

SAW VI 18A 
freThuss 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 8:00, 10:35. Gory scene, brutal voence 





LAREVIEW 10 EMAS 


4211-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 


CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 6 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:40, 7:05, 9:20; SotSun 1:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20. 
SURROGATES aA 
Fri, Mon 4:45, 7:25, 9:55; SotSun 2:00, 4:45, 7:25, 9-55; Tues 4:45, 
1:3. 
ZOMBIELAND 18A 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:50, 7:30, 10:00; SotSun 1:50, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00. Gory 
Valence. 











CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 
fs 1:30, 1:50, 4:10, 630, 910 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: AIDA (VERDI) 
Sat 11:00. 


IMICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT 
Mightnight Tues 12:01; WedThurs 12:40, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45. No passes 


NY TIMES TALKS: A CONVERSATION WITH JOHN IRVING STC 
Wed 8:00. 





ie 130,AVENUE & 50 STREET © 472-9779 





COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25. 

Not recommended for cildren, sexual content. 
THE STEPFATHER 


4A 


Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; SatSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45. 
Violence. 





ASTRO BOY PG 
Frilues, Thurs 1:15, 3:50, 6:45, 9:25; Wed 3:50, 6:45, 9:25; Star & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00 

CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE'S ASSISTANT PG 
FrtThurs 1:30, 4:45, 7:50, 10:50. Not recommended for young children, 
violence, frightening scenes. 








WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:20; motinees Sat & Sun 1:05, 3:20. Not recommended for 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FreThurs 12:50, 3:20, 6:30, 9:20. Not recommended for young children. 
No passes. 





ZENS MA 
Vigil 6:55, 9:25; matinee Sot & Sun 12:55, 3:25. Brut viene 


THE STEPFATHER 
FitThus 2:00, 5:00, 7:40, 10:25. Violence. 





THE STEPFATHER 4A 
Nightly 7:10, 9:30; mafinees Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:30. Violence. 


LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 
FreThurs 1:05, 4:00, 7:20, 10:20. Brutol violence. 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri 4:20, 6:50, 9:30; SotSun 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 4:20, 





fri, MonThurs 3:50, 6:55, 9:35; SatSun 1:00, 3:50, 6:55, 9:35. 
ASTRO BOY PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:10, 6:45, 9:10; SotSun 1:40, 4:10, 6:45, 9:10. 
CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4-15, 7:00, 9:40; SotSun 1:15, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40. Not rec- 
ommended for young children, 
SAW VI 18A 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:45, 7:20, 9:50; SarSun 2:10, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50. Gory 
scenes, brutal violence. a 














ZOMBIELAND 18A 
Vightly 7:00, 9:15; motnees Sat & Sun 1:00, 3°15. Gory violence. 
THIS IS IT PG 
Tues 10:00; Wed 7:00 & 9:20. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


152599 Seat 4368585 

AMELIA PG 
FriWed 12:55, 3:55, 6:55, 9:55; Thurs 3:55, 6:55, 9:55; Stor & Strollers 
Screacng Thor 3:00. Mo pass. soet 
SAW VI 18A 
FreMon 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:45, 10:35; Tues 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 
9:45; Wed 12:30, 3:00, 5:15, 7:45, 10:35; Thurs 12:30, 3:00, 5:15, 
7:45, 10:30. Gory scenes, brutal violence. 


ASTRO BOY : PG 
Frelues 1:00, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Wed 1:10, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Thurs 
3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Stor & Strollers Screening Thurs 1:00. 





CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
FriFTues 1:05, 3:55, 6:45, 9:35; Wed-Thurs 1:05, 3:55, 6:40, 9:35. Not 
recommended for young children, violence, frightening scenes. No passes. 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FriTues 1:20, 3:50, 7:20, 10:00; Wed-Thurs 1:20, 3:50, 7:20, 10:05; 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:20, 6:45, 9:25. Not recommended for young children. 
No posses. 
THE STEPFATHER 
FreTues 1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40; Wed-Thurs 1:25, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40. 
Violence. 


LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 188 
FiFlves 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:05; Wed Thus 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10 


4A 











14a 
FreThurs 12:50, 3:15, 5:30, 7:55, 10:25; Midnight FriSat 12:00. 
Frightening scenes, coorse languoge, not recommended for children. No 





PALESTINE BLUES 
Sun 8:30. 


NFB GET ANIMATED: FAMILY PROGRAM 
Nan 7:00. 


HFB GET ANIMATED: ANIMATION FEAST 














GRANDIN THEATRE 

GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE,, ST. ALBERT © 458-9822 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Osily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:55. Not recommended for young children. 
No passes, 
ASTROBOY PG 
Daily 12:55, 2:55, 4:45, 6:35, 8:30. No passes. 
SAW VI 
Doily 1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25, 9:25. Brutal violence, gory scenes. 
No passes. 














worst 
review ever! 


PG 
35, 7:00, 7:35, 9:45; Wed Thurs 12:35, 3:35, 6:50, 

9:45. Not recommended for children, sexual content 
ZOMBIELAND 18A 
FreTues 12:45, 3:10, 5:25, 8:00, 10:30; WedThurs 12:45, 3:10, 5:25, 
8:00, 10:20. Gory violence. 
THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
Fri, Suneues 1:35, 4:35, 7:35, 10:15; Sot 4:35, 7:35, 10:15, 
Languoge may offend, not recommended for young children, = 
WHIP IT PG 
FreThurs 1:25, 4:30, 7:25, 10:20; Tues 1:25, 4:30, 10:20. 
Corse 
SURROGATES 
Frelues 12:25, 3:00, 5:15, 7:40, 10:10; Wed 12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 
10:15; Thurs 12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 7:40, 10:15. Violence, 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS G 
FreTues 12:30, 2:45, 5:05, 7:30, 9:50; Wed 12:30, 2:45, 7:25, 9:50; 
Thurs 12:30, 2:45, 4:50, 9:50. 
THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 3-D 
FreThurs 12:35, 2:55, 5:00, 7:10, 9:30. 














4A 








STC 





well, y’know that’s just 
like your opinion man. 


} comment on our reviews- give your own opinion anything goes 
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PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 
FreThurs 12:20, 2:30, 4:30, 7:00, 10:00. Frightening scenes, coorse lan- 
guoge, not recommended for children. No posses. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fre-Tues, Thurs 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 10:15; Wed 12:40, 3:30, 10:15. Not 
recommended for chdren, sexual content, 
ZOMBIELAND 

FreThurs 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:40. Gory violence. 


THE INVENTION OF LYING ¥, PG 
FreThurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:40. Language may offend, not recommended 
for young children. De aol) 
WHIP IT PG 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:15, 6:55, 9:45. Coorse longuuge. 


CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 3D 
friThus 12:15, 2:30, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30 

INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS 

Fi, Surlues 1:10, 5:05, 9:00; St 5:05, 9:00. Gory violence. 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: AIDA (VERDI) 
Sot 11:00. 
MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS 1ST 
Midnight Tues 12:01; WedThrus 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30. 
No passes. 

CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 


3RD FLOOR PHASE Il, 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FreSun 12:25, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 10:20; MorrTues 1:25, 4:00, 6:55, 
9:50. No passes. Not recommended for young children, .. 
SAW VI 18A 
FrrSun 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 1:30, 3:45, 6:05, 
8:25. Gary scenes, brutal violence, 
GORQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
FreSun 12:20, 2:55, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30; Mon-Thurs 1:20, 4:25, 6:50, 
9:40. Not recommended for young children, violence, frightening scenes. 
TOY STORY & TOY STORY 2 6 
FreSun 12:00, 4:00, 8:10; MoreTues 1:00, 4:55, 8:45 

THE STEPFATHER 

FreSun 12:15, 3:30, 6:30, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:35. 
Violence. & 

ASTRO BOY PG 
FreSun 12:30, 3:15, 6:15, 9:10; Mon-Thurs 1:50, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00. 
COUPLES RETREAT PG 
FreSun 12:55, 3:45, 7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 1:05, 3:50, 6:35, 9:15. 
Not recommended for children, sexual content: 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 18A 
FreSun 12:45, 3:20, 7:00, 9:45; Mon Thurs 1:45, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45. 
Brutal violence. 

ZOMBIELAND 128A 
FreSun 12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:05, 9:25; Mon 1:40, 4:15, 6:25, 9:10; 
Tues 1:40, 4:15, 6:25, Wed-Thrus 1:40, 4:00, 6:25, 9:10. Gory violence 
MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT STC 
Tues 10:00; Wed-Thurs 1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45. No passes. 


18h 














4A 
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IMICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS 1S IT STC 
Tues 10:00; Wed-Thurs 4:00, 6:50, 9:30. No passes. 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 


TIT AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fri 6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:10, 6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thurs 5:15, 8:00, 
Not recommended for young children. No passes, 


CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
Fri 6:45, 9:25; Sat'Sun 12:45, 3:25, 6:45, 9:25; MoreThurs 5:35, 8:35. 
Not recommended for young children, violence, frightening scenes 
AMELIA PG 
Fri 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 5:00, 8:15. 


COUPLES RETREAT PG 
Fri 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1-10, 3:50, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 5:25, 8:25. 
Not recommended for children, sexual content 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8862-170 STREET © 444-2400 





SAW VI 18A 
FieThus 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 8:00, 10:45. Gory scenes, brutal violence 
ASTRO BOY PG 
FreThus 17:40, 2:00, 4:20, 6:40, 9:40, 


CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT PG 
FritThurs 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 10:10. Not recommended for young children, 
violence, frightening scenes. J 2 ae. : 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
FreTues, Thurs 12:30, 3:30, 7:10, 10:00; Wed 3:30, 7:30, 10:00; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Not recommended for young children. No 
at 
THE STEPFATHER 14a 
Frilues, Thurs 11:50, 2:30, 5:00, 7:45, 10:20; Wed 5:00, 7:45, 10:20; 
Stor & Shollers Screening Wed 1:00. Violence 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

FreThus 1:10, 4:00, 7:20,10:15. 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE IMAX 

FréThurs 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30. Not recommended for young 
children, No passes. 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 14a 
FreMon, WedThurs 12:00, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 10:40; Tues 12:00, 2:40, 
5:10, 7:30, 10:40; FeSat 12:01 midnight. Frightening scenes, 

coarse longuoge, not recommended for children. No passes. 

COUPLES RETREAT PG 
FrrThurs 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50. Not recommended for children, sexual 
content. 

ZOMBIELAND 

FriThurs 1:30, 4:40, 7:40, 10:30. Gory violence. 
THE INVENTION OF LYING PG 
FreTues 12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Wed 12:50, 3:40, 10:00; Thurs 12:50, 
3:40, 6:30. Longuoge may offend, not recommended for young children. 
SURROGATES 4A 
Fri, Sun-Mon 12:40, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45; Sot 3:45, 6:45, 9:45; Tues 
12:40, 3:45, 6:45, 9:35. 
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MAIN AURR MRS. KHANNA (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 
FriThurs 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:45. 

ALL THE BEST (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 

FreSot 1:10, 4:20, 7:35, 11:00; SurThurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:35. 
IN MY LIFE (FILIPINO) 

FreThurs 1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25. Mature subject matter. 
SORORITY ROW 18A 
FriSat 9:35, 11:50; Sur-Thurs 9:35. Languoge may offend, gory violence 
HALLOWEEN II 18A 
FreSat 9:55, 12:15; SunThurs 9:55. oxy scenes, b brutal violence. 
DISTRICT 9 

FreSat 1:30, 4:25, 7:05, 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:30, 4:25, 7:05, 
9:45. Gory scenes, brutal violence, coarse languoge. 

G.1. JOE: THE RISE OF COBRA 

FreSat 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40, 12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 
9:40. 


THE UGLY TRUTH 

FreSot 1:45, 4:35, 6:45, 9:20, 11:40; Sun-Thurs 1:45, 4:35, 6:45, 

9:20. Language may offend, sexual content 

G-FORCE 

Frehurs 1:55, 4:45, 6:55, _ 

HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:30, 7:35, 11:00; Sun-Thurs 1:20, 4:30, 7:35. Frightening 
scenes, violence. alae 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 6 
FreSat 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:30, 11:30; Sun-Thurs 1-50, 4:40, 7:20, 
9:30. 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN PG 
FreSat 1:15, 4:15, 7:30, 10:45; Sun-Thurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:30, 

ude content, violence, not recommended for children, 
THE PROPOSAL PG 
FréSot 1:35, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; SuncThurs 1:35, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50. Coorse 
language. ya 
UP 6 
FreThurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:15. 
































"2020 SHERWOOD DR, SHERWOOD PARK © 4160150. 
SAW VI 18A 
Fi 4:50, 8:00, 10:20; SotSun 1:45, 4:50, 8:00, 10:20; Mon Thurs 
8:00, 10:20. Gry scenes, bua violence. == 
ASTRO BOY PG 
Fri 3:30, 6:50, 9:15; SotSun 12:50, 3:30, 6:40, 9:15; Mor Thus 6:40, 








CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT 

Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:20; SotSun 1:10, 3:40, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 6:45, 
9:20. Not recommended for young children, violence, frightening scenes. No 
es st 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE PG 
Fi 3:45, 9;30; SorSun 12:45, 3:45, 6:30, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 6:30, 
9:30. Not recommended for young children. No passes. 


THE STEPFATHER 

Fri 4:45, 7:45, 10:30; Sot-Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:45, 10:30; Mon-Thurs 
7:45, 10:30. Violence. 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

Fri 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; SotSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 
7:30, 10:15. 

COUPLES RETREAT 

Fri 4:15, 7:00, 10:10; SatSun 1:10, 4:15, 7:00, 10:10; Mon-Thurs 
7.00, 10:10. Not recommended for children, sexual content. 
ZOMBIELAND 

Fri 4:10, 7:20, 10:00; SatSun 1:40, 4:10, 7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:20, 10:00. Gory violence. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING 

FreSun 3:45, 9:45; Mon-Tues 9:45, Language may offend, pe peabia| 
ed for young children. 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 3D 6 
Fri 5:00, 7:15, 9:40; SatSun 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 
7:15, 9:40, 

THE INFORMANT! x 
Fri, Moe-Thurs 7:10; SatSun 1:20, 7:10. 
MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT 
Wed-Thurs 7:00, 9:45. No passes. > 
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If Coffin Persists... | It's a scary week at the cineplex, with Saw IV, Flesh for Frankens 


ein, and Cirque Du Freak 


The Vampire's Assistant (pictured) all opening. PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


AMELIA 

Hilary Swank, Richard Gere, and Virginia 
Madsen star in Monsoon Wedding director 
Mira Nair's film about the life of pioneering 
aviatrix Amelia Earhart, the first woman to 
fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean 


ASTRO BOY 

The voices of Freddie Highmore, Nicolas 
Cage, and Kristen Bell are featured in Flushed 
Away director David Bowers’ computer-an- 
imated adaptation of the Japanese manga 
and animated TV serles about a robot child 
who finds his true calling as a crimefighting 
superhero, 


CIRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S 
ASSISTANT 


Chris Massoglia, Josh Hutcherson, and John 


Reilly star in American Pie director Paul Weitz’ 
horror/fantasy, based on Darren Shan's nov- 
els, about a teenage boy who becomes fascl- 
nated by a sinister travelling sideshow man- 
aged by a centuries-old vampire 


FLESH FOR FRANKENSTEIN 

Local actors Dave Clarke and Jeff Page sup- 
ply a humourous live commentary for this 
screening of director Paul Morrissey's 1974 
countercultural spin on the story of Franken- 
stein's monster. Metro Cinema: Wed, Oct 28 
(8pm) 


HARPER 

Paul Newman, Lauren Bacall, and Julie Har- 
fis star in Airport director Jack Smight’s 1966 
mystery, based on Ross MacDonald's “Lew 
Archer" novels, about a private eye who is 
hired by a wealthy, woman to locate her 
kidnapped husband. Royal Alberta Museum, 


Mon, Oct 26 (8pm) 
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NORTH OF NOWHERE EXPO 

A selection of films about underground art 
and media. Films include Radical Jesters 
(Fri @ 7pm), Freedom of Expression: Re- 
sistance and Repression in the Age of In- 
tellectual Property (Sat @ 6:30pm), and 
You, Me & the SPP: Trading Democracy 
for Corporate Rule (Sat @ 7:30pm). Metro 
Cinema: Fri-Sat, Oct 23-24 





PALESTINE FILM FESTIVAL 

A day of films about Palestinian life and cul 
ture, Featuring: The Color of Olives (2pm) 
Telling Strings (4pm), Beyond Blue and 
Gray: Portraits of Palestinian Creativity 
Under Occupation (6pm), Art and Apa- 
thy: Israeli Conscience and Culture (7pm) 
and Palestine Blues (8:30pm). Metro Cin- 


Enter to win a pair of tickets toa 
“Very Special Evening With 


Jim Cuddy & Greg Keelor” 
The Brixx Bar & Grill Nov 2 


ema: Sun, Oct 25 

It's the first time they performed together in such an intimate 
SAW VI setting. They will be featuring tracks off the new album “The 
Tobin Bell, Costas Mandylor, and Shawnee Things We Left Behind” which hits the streets on Nov 10th. 


of the 
horror franchise, which follows a police lieu 
tenant's efforts to uphold the Jigsaw killer's 
sinister legacy while evading the FBI 


Smith star in the latest instalment Also included will be a Blue Rodeo CD Library including their 


upcoming new album, to be released Nov 10, “The Things 
We Left Behind” and a meet & greet opportunity. 


Enter to win online @ 
www.seemagazine.com with the 
answer to the following question: 


VERTIGO 

James Stewart and Kim Novak star in Al- 
fred Hitchcock's 1957 masterpiece about a 
former detective with a fear of heights who 


How many Juno Awards have 
Blue Rodeo won? 


becomes dangerously obsessed with the 
woman an old friend has hired him to follow. 


Metro Cinema: Tue, Oct 27 (7am) \q DOUBT: Ot 
E ALBU 
CDWINYL 
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THE LOVE STORY BEHIND THE LEGEND 


“A SUPERIOR FILM 
THAT BRINGS INTELLIGENCE, RESTRAINT 
AND STYLE. AUDREY TAUTOU NOT ONLY 
RESEMBLES CHANEL, SHE INHABITS THE 
ROLE COMPLETELY!” 


KENNETH TURAN, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“RICH, SENSUOUS, 
INSPIRING, 
AUDREY TAUTOU REMINQS 
ME OF AUDREY HEPBURN, 


CAPTIVATING IN 
EVERY FRAM 


THELMA ADAMS, US WEEKLY 


pHe NEw Fim BY. 


LAND E- CAR”-WINNING 


AVAN 


FILA 


ALLIANCEFILMS COM 
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arts 


IT 4 | DON’T KNOW IF WE ARE PUSHING ANYTHING. 
| THINK WE ARE JUST THE CATALYSTS. 





VISUAL ARTS PREVIEW - GROUP SHOW - BY TRENT WILKIE | 669 words 


Is This Stuff Cool OR WHAT?! 


THE ARTISTIC RESIDENTS 
OF EAST DOWNTOWN WANT 
TO CELEBRATE THEIR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD BEFORE IT 
ALL CHANGES 





OR WHAT?! 
w/ A Roots Bazaar (and guests). The ARTery (9535 Jasper 
Ave). Fri, Oct 23 (doors at 8pm, music at 10pm). No cover. 





What, I want to know, is the mean- 
ing of OR WHAT?! And only Greg 
Swain can tell me. 

“That is my threat to my tenants,” 
says Swain, artist and building man- 
ager of City Center Market Apart- 
ments. “This is a large building with 
over 100 tenants, so | try to rein in 
the terror, meaning people abusing 
the building by carving into the walls 
or leaving messes. In my frustra- 
tion, | put up the notes saying that 
if I catch the person doing this, they 
will be dealt with accordingly and my 
bottom line is ‘or what?’ I guess they 
decided to name the show after that, 
but I didn’t have anything to do with 
the naming of it.” 

The show he’s talking about is, well, 
OR WHAT?!, an eclectic art exhibi- 
tion created by the current residents 
of downtown east side's City Center. 
But there's still a bit of mystery sur- 
rounding the whole thing. Who is 
showcasing their work? What work 
is being shown? Will there be po- 
nies? “I’m trying to keep the lineup 
on the down-low until we get closer 
to the event,” says coordinator Amy 
Fung. “I want it to be more about 
the show rather than just focus on 
one artist.” 

According to Fung, big changes are 
being proposed to downtown's artist- 
heavy east end. It seems the city has 
decided the area needs a bit of a face- 
lift. And with developers starting to 
focus their attention on revitalizing 


WHAT’s Happening | Artwor 


this prosperous area of downtown 
Edmonton, these changes may soon 
cease to be merely theoretical. 

And one of the buildings that will 
likely be affected most is the City 
Center Market Apartments, which 
have been home to some of Edmon- 
ton’s most prominent artists, musi- 
cians and collectives. The inhabit- 
ants of City Center mostly live and 
work in this district and are thriving 
within its current state. So, as Fung 
sees it, why “fix” what isn’t broken? 

“I want people to look at the area 
and what it means before it gets 
changed,” she says. “I want to high- 
light what is going on right now 
rather than what is going to happen 


y Joyce Chalmers (left) and photos by Aaron Pederson (right) are both part of OR WHAT?! IMAGES SUPPLIED 


in the future. What does the change 
mean for this beautiful historic area? 
This is an art-rich neighbourhood... 
There is a lot of art going on here 
and this is another wonderful show 
in a line of many.” 

And the building residents say they 
know what's good about the area, 
and at the same time, where it can 
be fixed up. “I've been told that they 
always wanted to make 101A a walk 
street,” says Market Apartments 
tenant and photographer Aaron 
Pederson. “I think in the city’s fu- 
ture plans, it was supposed to be the 
newly developed downtown and try- 
ing to make it nicer. Because 97th is 
the dividing line. West of 97th is nice 





and east of 97th is pretty gross... like, 
peepshows and prostitutes. | think 
in the future plans, before the reces- 
sion came in, that was supposed to be 
the big redevelopment. But we'll see 
what happens now. 

“I don’t know if we are pushing 
anything,” Pederson continues, re- 
turning to the subject of OR WHAT?! 
“I think we are just the catalysts. I 
think it’s nice to be part of something 
that is sort of a pioneering effort; I 
don’t know how much social con- 
sciousness we are putting into it. We 
are just being ourselves.” 

One thing's for sure: there will be 
music and partying. A Roots Bazaar 
(and guests) will handle the music 
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portion of OR WHAT?! and the rest 
will be left up to the attendees, who'll 
have to pay a whopping zero dollars 


to get in the venue. Actually, the 
venue itself is a bit of a draw in and 
of itself. OR WHAT?! represents a 
collaboration with one of Edmon- 
ton’s most up-and-coming indie art 
houses, The ARTery. With possible 
changes on the horizon and uncer- 
tainty in the air, are people going to 
pay attention to what's happening in 
the east end right now? 

“People keep asking me how to get 
people to an art show,” Amy Fung 
says. “I tell them, ‘I don’t know.” 

Just like with art, honesty is the 
best policy. 











We're Avoiding The Shower All The Same | The three short plays in this year’s edition of Urban Tales all take 
~ place at a motel — but Anthony Perkins will be nowhere to be found. PHOTO COURTESY OF NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE 


26 « October 22 - October 28, 2009 - see magazine edmonton 


ARTS NEWS : URBAN TALES CELEBRATES ITS 12TH YEAR OF TERROR 





2009 marks the 12th year of Northern Light 
Theatre's annual Urban Tales Halloween 
cabaret. In recent years, the show has in- 
volved multiple playwrights collaborating on 
a single urban legend-style story, but NLT ar- 
tistic director Trevor Schmidt says this year's 
version, which gets staged on Oct. 23 and 24, 
is a Frankenstein of old and new sensibilities. 

“It's a return to the beginning, where we 
had three sets of stories by three different 
writers," Schmidt says. “It’s bigger this year 
as well, because we are webcasting and we 
have different videographers for each of the 
three stories. But I'm a real technophobe. | 
remember when Urban Tales started 12 years 
ago and we were using a slide projector. And 


now it’s being webcast around the world — 
| have trouble getting my Mac at home and 
my PC at work to talk to each other.” 

Even with the technological embellish- 
ments — you can watch the live performance 
online, by the way, at www.northemlight- 
theatre.com — Schmidt says the fundamen- 
tals of theatre are the show's real strength. 
After all, the Frankenstein monster might 
have been a beast created through technol- 
ogy, but a good old-fashioned pitchfork to 
the face could keep him honest. 

“| think these are really well-written pieces 
generally,” Schmidt says. “I think they are 
going to play really well. It's myself, Darrin 
Hagen, and James Hamilton and we have 


all been involved in Urban Tales a number 
of times before, so we understand how the 
beginning, middle, and end of something like 
this works. And it's so much fun to hear the 
audience reaction. Even if you're watching 
online, the audience reaction is so interesting 
because people are waiting for the horrifying 
moments to the point where they are practi- 
cally anticipating it.” 

With 12 years of Urban Tales under his belt. 
which tale or myth would Schmidt create if 
he could? How would he strike fear into gen- 
erations to come? “One where someone goes 
around killing stupid people,” he replies. “I'd 
be happy to start that one myself.” 

That'd be one busy killer. —Trent Wilkie 
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The Straight Story The Case For Rigoletto 


This Little Peggy Comes Home | Dancer Peggy Baker, one of Edmonton's great cultural exports, performs 





The Disappearance of Left and Right this Sunday at The Arden. PHOTO BY CYLLA VON TIEDEMANN 


EDMONTON'S PEGGY BAKER 
RECOUNTS THE TALE OF HER 
57-YEAR DANCE CAREER IN THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF LEFT AND 
RIGHT 





THE DISAPPEARANCE OF LEFT AND RIGHT 
Choreographed by Sarah Chase. Performed by Peggy Baker. 
The Arden (5 St. Anne St, St. Albert). Sun, Oct 25 (Iam & 
8pm). Tickets: $50, available through the Arden box office 
(459-1542/ardentheatre.com) and Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.ca). 





Canada’s most acclaimed contempo- 
rary dancer, Peggy Baker, puts all of 
us couch potatoes to shame. At 57, 
she's still dancing, and she’s coming 
to St. Albert's Arden Theatre next 
week to perform her autobiographi- 
cal show The Disappearance of Left 
and Right. The show combines con- 


102 stories, two stories or memories 
from each year of my life. | use both 
dance and voice to tell these stories 
in performance.” 

Baker also emphasizes the intimate 
nature of the show by performing it 


in smaller spaces, “I always perform | 


this piece with the house lights up,” 
she says, “so there can be direct com- 
munication between the audience 
and me.” In St. Albert, Baker will be 





performing with the audience seated | 


around her on the Arden stage. “I 


love that the audience is a participant 
with me in this show,” she says 


ia ee ale 


Ey, 


é fa 


TRACY DAHL SUPPLIES FOUR 
REASONS WHY EVEN THE 
OPERA-ALLERGIC SHOULD GIVE 
VERDI A SHOT 





RIGOLETTO 


| Directed by David Adams, conducted by Robert Tweten. 


Music by Giuseppe Verdi, Jubilee Auditorium (1455-87 Ave). 
Oct 24, 27, 29. Tickets available through Ticketmaster (451- 
8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





There are four big reasons to see Ed- 
monton Opera's Rigoletto, according 
to Canadian opera superstar Tracy 
Dahl. (She's modest enough not to 
count her presence in the cast as one 
of them, but that may be the best 
reason of all.) In no particular order, 
here's her list 


() THE MUSIC 

“Opera music is bold and dramatic,” 
Dahl says. “And Verdi is a quintes- 
sential opera composer. His music 


| is grand and melodic, and has lasted 
As for the fact that she’s still danc- | 
ing at 57, Baker considers herself | 


very lucky: “I’ve had good fortune | 


throughout my career,” she says, 
“to have a body that keeps going.” 
Thanking good genetics and good 





“I'VE HAD GOOD FORTUNE THROUGHOUT MY CAREER 
TO HAVE A BODY THAT KEEPS GOING.” 





temporary dance, storytelling, and 
poetry to highlight the Edmonton 
native's personal life and illustrious 
career. Renowned for her elegance 
and attention to detail, Baker ex- 
plores her own life and times with 
humour and honesty. “It's a highly 
personal performance for 
Baker says, “as, well, it's the story of 
my life,” 

Working with choreographer Sarah 
Chase, Baker used her own writing 
as a springboard for the development 
of the piece. “I was 51 when we start- 
ed choreographing this show,” Baker 
explains, “so Sarah had me write 


me,” 


luck, Baker plans to dance for as long | 


as she is able. “It's my passion. I can't 
imagine my life without dance.” 


Baker is the 2009 recipient of | 


the Governor General’s Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in the Arts. 
“The honour is so tremendous and 
overwhelming,” she says “These 
awards provide a national platform 
for artists to be recognized by the 
country at large. Canada is a funny 
place, as we're very quiet about our 
achievements and our successful 
artists. So | feel especially honoured 
to be chosen to be recognized in 


this way.” 


genda | the front music| onscreen | arts | sex {classifieds | the back 





as part of our cultural comscious- 
ness for over 150 years. Newcomers 
to opera get excited when they hear 
recognizable pieces, and Rigoletto 
is full of them. It’s easy to get swept 
away by the drama and romance in 
this music.” 


(2) THE STORY 
‘In opera, the story is just as im- 
portant as the music,” Dahl says 


“In Rigoletto, the music beautifully | 


complements the story, and the more 
I explore it, I’m continually amazed 
how subtly Verdi uses his music to 
express the needs and desires of his 
characters. 

“My character, Gilda, operates ona 
bit of a different plane from the rest 
of the characters, because she’s been 
cloistered almost all of her life. Verdi 
is able to communicate the fact that 
she's in a different realm by using 
unique musical tones and qualities 
in her pieces. It’s very subtle, but it 
really helps add to how he tells the 
story. And of course, because it's 
opera, the story is full of curses and 


Reason #5: The Publicity Stills! | Edmonton Opera is pulling out al 








a 


vendettas and romance and murder. 
It’s high drama, and the music helps 
set that tone.” 


(3) THE SPECTACLE 

“Opera is famous for its grand scale 
productions,” Dahl says, “and this 
production of Rigoletto is really quite 
a sight to behold. Our designer, Bret- 
ta Gerecke, has designed this truly 
amazing set that makes this Rigo- 
letto look very different from other 
productions of the same opera. The 
lighting and the costumes all work 
together to make the whole show 
look absolutely spectacular.” 


(4) THE MAGIC 

“In this age of CDs and mp3s and 
TV and movies, we've lost the sense 
of the spontaneity of live perfor- 
mance,” Dahl says. “Regaining that 
spontaneity, that excitement of real, 
live people performing for a real, live 
audience, where anything can hap- 


| the stops with their production of Rigoletto. PHOTO COURTESY OF EDMONTON OPERA 





~ 


pen, is truly magical. It’s exciting for 
both audiences and performers, and 
gets the adrenalin pumping. 

“Not to mention the fact that in this 
Rigoletto, you have live, unamplified 
singers at the top of their game, sup- 
ported by a 60-piece orchestra. The 
sound is real, not overproduced, not 
mixed through a soundboard. And 
then you have the opera chorus — so 
many fine musicians making magic 
together. It’s simply amazing.” 

And if you're still not sold, Dahl 
urges you to keep an open mind. 
“Give it a try,” she says. “Some peo- 
ple think it’s elitist, but it was popular 
music in its day, and it truly has stay- 
ing power. Sure, | sing opera, but I 
also sing along with the Dixie Chicks 
in my car. Just because you like the 
Dixie Chicks doesn’t mean you won't 
love the opera. If you’ve never been, 
I guarantee you're in for a treat. And 
if you already love the opera... well, 
you know what's in store.” 








SERIOUS 


10337 - 82 Ave 


A Serious Man 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15pm 


SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


RATED: T.B.A. 


| The Boys are Back 


Nightly @ 7:10pm 
SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 1:00pm 


RATED: P.G. Coan LANGUAGE 

Mature sugect MATER 

NO SHOW OCTOBER 2874 

THURSDAY OCTORER 2971 9:1 OPM SHOWING ONLY 


The Invention 
of Lying 
Nightly @ 9:10pm 


SAT & SUN ~ 
MATINEES @ 3:00pm 


"RATED: P.G, Lanciace Wav ome, 
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ieee West Theatre > 2009-2010 season 


La Cité Francophone; 86277 moi Streetes : — . 
7 30pm (Sunday Matinees at:2:00pm) 


October 29 - November 8, 5009 


April Viczko fe 
Daniela Masellis_ 
Paul Morgan Donald 
Anna Davidson 


Starring: UMaralyn Ryan 
John Wright 
Natasha Napoleao 
David Macinnis 
Jesse Gervais 
Micheal Clark 


Set and Lighting Designer: 
Costume Designer: 
Composer &Sound Designer: 
Stage Manager: 


Buy tickets at www.workshopwest.org 


or (780) 477-5955 


Director: 
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The Mowgli Truth 


L 3 : LW Enea: eter 
The Wrath Of Kaa | Oliver Koomsatira finds himself ina very tight spot as Mowgli in The Jungle Book. PHOTO 


COURTESY OF CITADEL THEATRE 


TRACEY POWER THINKS 
RUDYARD KIPLING WOULD 
BE COOL WITH THE CHANGES 


| SHE'S MADE TO THE JUNGLE 


BOOK 





THE JUNGLE BOOK 


| Directed by Dean Patrick Fleming. Written by Tracey Power, 


adapted from the stories by Rudyard Kipling. Starring Oliver 


| Koomsatira, Chip Chuipka, and Paula Jean Hixson. Shoctor 


Theatre, The Citadel. To Nov. Tickets: $45/$25 (children), 


| available through the Citadel box office (425-1820/ 


| citadeltheatre.com) 








“I just imagined how amazing it 
would be onstage, living in that world 
bringing 
these vibrant 


of puppets and masks and 
these animals to life, 
characters that [Rudyard 
had written in book form,” 





Kipling 
says play- 
wright Tracey Power, very nearly 


vibrating with enthusiasm — hey, 





voices in your head.” 

Those voices may have been par 
ticularly occupied with banging 
around Power's head, yearning for 
their place in the script, but we ar 
all familiar with them. From the wis« 
panther Bagheera to that affable bear 
Baloo to that tricky, scaly snake Kaa 
these animals are locked into the 
canon of children’s literature. Which 
for a playwright, is both a joy and a 
curse given that, according to Power 
her foremost challenge was finding 
a way to make this adaptation her 
own. “The biggest thing was finding 
my own voice for these characters 
and realizing that Kipling wouldn't 
be too precious with me if 1 want 
ed to change how he said things, 
she explains. 

So the language may have changed 
a little in order to better communi- 





“I CAN'T SPEAK FOR ALL PLAYWRIGHTS, BUT I LOVE IT 
WHEN EVERYBODY ELSE'S IMAGINATION GETS INVOLVED.” 





I can tell these things, even over a 
phone line. 

What was once a mere vision is 
now very real, at least in the theat- 
rical sense. In fact, with the help of 
director Dean Patrick Fleming and 
Montreal’s Geordie Productions, The 
Jungle Book has far exceeded Power's 
original concept of a small company 
and “basically no budget,” the show 
“ballooning” to incorporate a whole 
six actors (plus one percussionist) 
and a dramatic stage design. 

“When you have such a great team 
on something, you want that to hap- 
pen — you want them to take it and 
run with it,” says Power (who's also 
currently performing on the Citadel’s 
Rice stage in Blackbird, and opens in 
The Bone House on Friday). “At least 
I do. I can’t speak for all playwrights. 
1 love it when everybody else’s imagi- 
nation gets involved as well, because 
it becomes so much more exciting 
then just you sitting in a room, star- 
ing at a computer with a bunch of 


cate The Jungle Book's message to its 
21st-century audience. But it’s that 
message, the lessons we all learned 
from Mowgli’s adventures, that Pow- 
er has left completely intact. 

“One of my favourite things I’ve 
ever heard while I was watching it 
was this little girl was sitting on her 
mom’s lap and the little girl said, 
‘Is that wolf his mom?’” she says 
“And her mom said, ‘It’s not his real 
mom but it's the mom that loves 
him.’ I just sat there and I was like, 
‘Okay, there.’ 

“There's a real connection, that 
families have when they come see 
the play,” she continues. “It’s so im- 
portant for families to come to the 
theatre together and have these ex- 
periences together and for the kids 
to talk to their parents about it after 
and for the parents to talk.to the kids 
about it too. It was in hearing that 
that it really kind of made sense to 
me. I understood it and the impor- 
tance of having family theatre.” 
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EXHIBITS | 


ART CLUB STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, CHURCHILL 
SQUARE, OCT 30 A group exhibit. Info: www.epl.ca/496-7030, | 
ART FROM THE UNKNOWN OLD STRATHCONA PERFORM- 
ING ARTS CENTRE, 8426 GATEWAY BLVD. OCT 23-25 Work by 
various artists. Info: 414-0702. 

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE | 
L'ALBERTA, 9103-95 AVE. TO OCT 27 Featuring acrylics, water- 
colors, sculptures, pottery and mixed media, Info: 461-3427. 
BUILDING A VISION ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13 Exhibition charting the design 
and construction of the new Art Gallery of Alberta. Info: 
wwwartgalleryalberta.com. 

CANADIAN MUSEUMS NOW ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100 10230 JASPER AVE. TO DEC 13.4 special exhibition 
focusing on Canadian museum architecture. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 

COLLECTING, COLLECTED, COLLECTIONS MCMULLEN 
GALLERY, 8440-112 ST. OCT 24 Presented by The Women's Art 
Museum Society of Canada. Info: 407-7152. 

CRAZY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 9627 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 3] 
Paintings by Christl Bergstrom depicting her family over the 
years. Info: 498-1984/www.redgallery.ca. 

DAZED AND AMUSED LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST. TO OCT 
24 Darkly absurd images from Manitoba artist Chris Reid, 
Info: www.latitudeS3.org. 

EXPLORING SHAPE IN CLAY SPRUCE GROVE ART GAL- 
LERY, 35-5 AVE, SPRUCE GROVE OCT 13-3] Parkland Potter's 
Guild hosts a public show and sale. Info: 962-0664. 
FLORALS AND STILL LIFE A. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 
590 BROADMOOR BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK TO OCT 3] Work 
byvarious artists. Info: 449-4443. 

FOR HOME AND COUNTRY: 100 YEARS OF COMMU- 
NITY SERVICE PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, 8555 
ROPER RD. TO OCT 3] Celebrating 100 years of contribution 
tothe Alberta Women’s Institutes. Info: www.culture. 
alberta.a, 

FROM SKY TO GROUND: FRAGMENTED LANDSCAPES 
LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 ST. TO OCT 24 Abstract collages by 
Kristen Hutchinson. Info: www.latitude53.org. 

GRILLED CHEESE AND TOMATO SOUP HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, 3RD FLR. 10215-112 ST. TO NOV 14 Work by Spyder 
Yardley-Jones. Info: 426-4180. 

HAYSEEDS HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLR. 10215-112 
ST, TONOV 14 A multimedia presentation on Vietnamese- 
Canadians by Nhan Duc Nguyen. Info: 426-4180, 
HUMMINGBIRDS OF THE AMERICAS ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. TO OCT 31 Nature displays. Info: 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca. 

THE LAND SPEAKS, THE SKY LISTENS SCOTT GALLERY, 
1041-124 ST. TO NOV 3 Work by Jim Visser. Info: www. 
scottgallery.com. 

MEMORIES OF YESTERDAY JEFF ALLEN GALLERY- 
STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE. TO 
OCT 29 Pastels, oils, and watercolours, Info: 433-5807. 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 
GALLERY, 10215-112 ST. NOV 14 Paintings by Wade Stout | 
interpreting Shakespear's famous play. Info: 421-1731/www. 
vaaaartblog.com. 

MUSEUMS IN THE 21ST CENTURY ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE. DEC 13 An exhibition of 
important recent museum building projects from around the | 
world. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 

THE NEW FLANEURS: CONTEMPORARY URBAN PRAC- 
TICE AND THE PICTURESQUE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 
#100 10230 JASPER AVE. DEC13 A multimedia exhibition 
devoted to the exploration of the urban environment as a 
Creative space. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com 

OR WHAT?! THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE, OCT 23 A 
visual display of downtown market apartments, with a 
performance by Roots Bazaar and guests. Info: 441-6966/ | 
www.theartery.ca. 

SPORT Il TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 11211-142 ST. TONOV 22 
A feature exhibit devoted entirely to the science of sports. 
(nfo: 452-9100/www.telusworldofscience.com. 

SUBLIME LANDSCAPE AGNES BUGERA GALLERY, 12310 
JASPER AVE. TO OCT 29 Paintings by Richard Herman. Info: 
Www.agnesbugeragallery.com/482-2854, 

THREE’S COMPANY, TWO'S ONE STUDIO GALLERY, 
TIPERRON ST, ST. ALBERT TO OCT 31 Colourful, textured 
abstraction paintings by Frank VanVeen. Info: 460-5993, 
TREES OF THE CANADIAN WEST ALBERTA CRAFT COUN- 
GIL, 10186-106 ST. TO OCT 3] Work by textile artist Lorraine 
Roy. Info: www.albertacraft.ab.ca. 


DANCE 


ANKUR: A MULTICULTURAL SHOW STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY THEATRE, 7 WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE OCT 
24Featuring Ugandan, East Indian, Ukrainian and salsa 
Performances. 7 p.m. Tickets: 420-1757. 

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF LEFT AND RIGHT THE ARDEN, - 
5ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT. OCT 25 An autobiographical one- 
woman show by veteran dancer Peggy Baker. Performances 
atlla.m, and 8 p.m.) Tickets: $50, available through the 
Arden box office and Ticketmaster. 


THEATRE 


OF THE FAMOUS FIVE/LADY MJOHNL 
HAAR THEATRE, 10045-I56TH ST, OCT 28-NOV 1 Two short 
wee es Ener es sina Pst 
Case, the second an adaptation of Shakespeare's Macheth. 





BLACKBIRD CITADEL THEATRE, 9828-101A AVE. TO 0725 
Wayne Paquette directs James MacDonald and Tra cey Power 
in David Harrower's drama about a Confrontation between 
aman and the woman he molested as a child IS years ago. 
Info: www.citadeltheatre.com, 

THE BONE HOUSE TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 10330-84 AVE. 
OCT 22-NOV? Courtenay Dobbie directs Chris Fassbender, 
Kyle Horton, and Tracey Power in Marty Chan's tale of a 
“mindhunter” on the trail of a notorious serial killer. Info 


| www-fringetheatre.ca/409-1910, 


COME BACK TO THE FIVE AND DIME, JIMMY DEAN, 
JIMMY DEAN WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322 83 AVE. TO 
OCT 24 Wendi Pope directs Ed Graczyk's story of a group of 
middle-aged women who annually gather to pay tribute to 
James Dean. Info: walterdaleplayhouse.com. 

THE JUNGLE BOOK CITADEL THEATRE, 9826-1014 AVE. OCT 


| T-NOV1 Tracey Power's adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s 


Classic children’s tale of Moweli the man-cub. Info: www. 
Gtadeltheatre.com. 

LITTLE ME JOHN L HAAR THEATRE, 1045-156 ST. OCT 23-3] 
Rags-to-riches musical comedy about the private life of a 
Queen of the silver screen, Info: www.tixonthesquare.ca. 
AMIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 9210-118 AVE. OCT 23 Shakespeare's tale of a magi- 
cal romp through the Athenian woods on a hot summer 
night. Tickets: 420-1757, 

NASHVILLE ICONS MAYFIELD DINNER THEATRE, 1615-109 
AVE. TO NOV 1A celebration of country music through the 
ages, Info: www.mayfieldtheatre.ca/483-4051 

RIGOLETTO JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 1455-87 AVE. OCT 

24 David Adams directs Verdi's tale of lust, betrayal, and 
murder. Tickets: www.opera.com. 

STRUT AND JIVE THE NIGHT AWAYJUBILATIONS 
DINNER THEATRE( WEM) 8882-170 ST, OCT 25 Info: www. 
jubilations.ca. 

SWEENEY TODD STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE, 
7WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE OCT 28-31 Kristen Finlay 


| directs Stephen Sondheim's gory, Tony-winning musical 


about a vengeful 19th-century London barber. Tickets: www. 


| tixonthesquare.ca 


URBAN TALES 12: MOTEL NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE, 


1516-103 ST. OCT 23-24 Creepy stories of mystery, horror, and | 


fear. Info; www.northernlighttheatre.com, 
Y 


COMED) 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors 





| @8p.m. Tickets: $12. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca. 


THE BEST OF THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) OCT 27 Info: 
483-5999, 


| DANE COOK REXALL PLACE 7424-118 AVE. OCT25 With 


Robert Kelly. 

THE DRUID COMEDY NIGHT 1/606 JASPER AVE. Profes- 
sional and amateur comedians, everySun @9 p.m. 

EDDIE DELLA SIEPE YUK YUK’S, CENTURY CASINO TO OCT 
24 Tickets: 481-9857 

GARY GULMAN THE COMIC STRIP(WEM)TO OCT 25 Info: 
483-5999, 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 
Amateur comedy. Doors @ 8 p.m. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 


| (@/483-5999, 
| JCHRIS NEWBERG THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) OCT 28-31 


Info: 483-5999, 


| KEVIN MCGRATH THE LAUGH SHOP 2ND FL, 10368 WHYTE 


AVE. OCT 27-NOV I info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 

MATT KAZAM RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. & WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH OCT 237 p.m. Info: 
310-231-0444. 

MIKE STAND COMEDY FACTORY, #408 3414 GATEWAY BLVD. 
OCT 22-24 Thurs, Fri @ 8:30 p.m, Sat @ 8 and 10:30 p.m. Info: 


| www.thecomedyfactory.com. 
| TIMNUTT THE LAUGH SHOP, 2ND FL. 10368 WHYTE AVE. 


OCT 22-24 Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 


IMPROV 


THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE, OCT 22 Presented by Rapid 
Fire Theatre. Info: 441-6966/www.theartery.ca. 
CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Hosted 
by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except for last Sat of the 
month. Doors @ 11 p.m. Info: www.rapidfiretheatre.com. 
THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 

AVE. Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. 
Every Fri, Doors @ 11 p.m. $10 at the door. Info: www. 
fapidfiretheatre.com. 


READINGS 
& LECTURES 


V2 KASBAR LOUNGE, 10444 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC2 Spoken 
word poetry with a live band. Every Wed. Info: www. 
favingpoets.com. 

MINI MEDICAL SCHOOL BERNARD SNELL HALL, 112 ST-86 
AVE. OCT 27'Six evenings of thought-provoking lectures 
designed for the public to learn more about the world of 
medicine and science. Info: www.cpl.ualberta.ca/Home/ 
Events/mini.cfm. 

RICAARDOE DI DONE AUDREY’S BOOKS, 10702 JASPER 
AVE. OCT 27 The author discusses his new book Youth and 
Street Gangs. Info: 423-3487. 

TERRY MCCONNELL AND J'LYN NYE AUDREY'S BOOKS, 
JO7O2 JASPER AVE. OCT 23 A signing of the new book, /'d 
Trade Him Again: On Gretzky, Politics and the Pursuit of the 
Perfect Deal. Info; 423-3487. 
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Hagen, 
James Hamilton 
pofegeveavaliy 


AVENUE THEATRE (9030 118 AVENUE) OCTOBER 23 OCTOBER 24 


OCTOBER 24, 2009 7:30 PM. NIGHTLY 
S: TIX ON THE SQUARE 780-420-1757 & NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE 780-471-1586 


WWW.NORTHERNLIGHTTHEATRE.COM 
"When these guys 
showed up onstage, 
~ all wearing ties, 
© \shoulA have 
Known Hrey meant 
abusiness. Paper 
3 musicians, whe cy 
, catchy, shout—al orig | 
: pop with madcap 
Showmanship.” if 
~ Chart Attack 


paper lions 
friday, october 30 
7:30 p.m. 


2009-2010 


780.459.1542 or ticketmaster 


ardentheatre.com 
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* Which TV show gave Stereos their big break? 


e-mail the answer to win@see.greatwest.ca by 


Monday October 26, 2009 @ noon 


TRY 
FOR 
FREE 


CODE 8938 


More local numbers: 
1.800.210.1010 
livelinks.com 18+ 

Men Dial: #LIVE (#5483) 
on your Bell, Rogers or 
Fido cell 79¢/min. 


CHATLINE™ 


t For God's Sake, Kid, Put 


Down The Toilet Plunger! 





SEX + ADVICE [1.297 words 





| SAVAGELOVE DAN SAVAGE 





EVEN IF YOU LIVEINA 
STRICT HOUSEHOLD, YOU'D 
BE MUCH BETTER OFF BUYING 
YOURSELF A DILDO 





I'm a straight teenage male, but I 
can't climax unless I am stimulat- 
ing my anus or rectum. I use vari- 
ous objects like cucumbers. The 
reason I don't buy a toy is that I 
live in a very religious household 
and my parents would disown 
me if they found a sex toy in my 
room. 

I take a toilet plunger and wrap 
the handle with toilet paper and 
tissues. Then I take a plastic bag 
and put it over the top. After that, 
I wrap a rubber band around the 
bottom part of the bag so it can't 
slide off, lube it up, and fuck away! 
I really like this: I can put the suc- 


| tion part on the floor, sit on the 


handle part, and basically ride it 
while I use my hands to stroke my 
dick/balls. 

I know you're thinking, “Gross! 
Do you realize that thing’s been 


in the toilet?!” But I sterilize the 
handle with Lysol, then put soap 
on it before wrapping it with toi- 
let paper. I also put disinfectant 
on the plastic bag, then wash it 
off with water. After I'm done, I 
put more disinfectant/soap on the 
handle and wash it off so people 
who are using the plunger for 
its normal use don't get my ass 
germs. I’ve been doing this for 
about five years and haven't felt 
any bad symptoms except the oc- 
casional trace bleeding (I think 
due to not enough lube — or it may 
be due to the ridges of the bag). 
A few times I actually bled a lot 
(about the same amount as a me- 
dium cut on your finger) for two 
or three days, but I didn’t feel it in 
my butt and only knew that I was 
bleeding when I took a shit. 

Are homemade dildos a bad 
idea? Am I putting my family at 
risk by getting my ass germs on 
the plunger? 

Always Nervous Until Sanitized 


For the love of God, ANUS, get your 
hands and ass on an actual sex toy 
— they make dildos with suction- 
cup bases — before you do some real 
damage to yourself. Your 10-step 
toilet-plunger-into-anal-sex-toy plan 
is ingenious, I'll admit, and your con- 
cern for the health of your family is 
touching. But given a choice between 
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explaining your masturbatory routine 
to your parents because they found a 
dildo in your room or explaining it 
to them because you wound up in an 
emergency room because your luck 
ran out and the bleeding didn’t stop 
ANUS, I hope you would opt for 
the former. 

If you’re worried about the reper- 
cussions of discovery — such as be- 
ing disowned — then hide the dildo 
someplace other than your room 
Got siblings? Hide your dildo in the 
room of your least favorite. If you're 
an only child, find a beat-up-looking 
box, a couple of porn magazines that 
predate your family’s tenure in your 
home, and hide the box with the dil- 
do and old mags in the crawl space or 
a drop ceiling or the rafters. If your 
folks find it, they'll think it belonged 
to some perverted previous owner 
or tenant, not to their straight-but- 
needs-anal-stimulation-to-climax 
son 

A word to my fellow parents: If you 
find a penetration toy hidden in your 
child’s room — why were you snoop- 
ing? — do not freak the fuck out, 
do not disown your kid, and do not 
discard the toy. Your child probably 
went to great lengths to obtain that 
toy — teenagers can’t just walk into 
sex shops — and he or she probably 
didn’t decide to run the risks of ob- 
taining and concealing a sex toy until 
he or she had a bad experience with 
an improvised sex toy, e.g., plunger- 
related rectal bleeding, difficultly re- 
trieving a cucumber from the vaginal 
canal. If you make a scene and take 
the toy, your child may not acquire 
another — but your child’s experi- 
ments with insertion will continue 
He or she will just go back to using 
produce (swiped from the fridge for 
use, then returned to the fridge after 
use) or plunger handles or worse. 


My boyfriend always goes soft af- 
ter he penetrates me. He’s come 
in me only a handful of times — 
| and I’m a bottom! When it comes 
| to oral, he doesn't have trouble 
staying hard. Even more curious: 
The guy is only 21! Can someone 
that young really have “erectile 
dysfunction”? We've tried cock 
rings, and they don't help: He can 
keep his hard-on for a little lon- 
ger (enough time to get inside 
me without getting soft), but it 
doesn’t take long for him to get 
soft again. 


| Dan, what do you think is go- 


ing on? He'll be super-hard when 
I'm sucking him off, then I'll start 
jerking him a bit; then he'll get 
inside me, and then.a very short 
while later he’s soft. Is there 
anything we can do? Does he 
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SAVAGE (cont’d from p. 30) 


have ED? > 
Lover Is Missing Poundings 


Your boyfriend is hard during oral 
sex and when you jerk his cock, 
LIMP, and only loses his erection 
when he's in your ass or about to go 
in. Hmm. That doesn’t sound like 


buttfuckers and if he doesn't enjoy 
buttfucking then he’s some sort of 
defective gay buttfucker. 

Tell him he doesn’t have to do it if 
he doesn’t enjoy it and, for the time 
being at least, you're taking anal off 
the menu — lifting the pressure off 
his shoulders and dick. Focus on the 


Ask the BF what the problem is 
He may be worried about you — is he 
hurting you? — or perhaps the pres- 
sure on his cock as he attempts to 


push it in is painful for him. I don't | 


think it's the same problem as LIMP’s 


boyfriend; your letter seems to imply | 
that there isn’t a problem when the | 


a ee 


————————————E— eee 


€D to me — there's no such thing 
as “act-specific ED” — but more like 
YBDLAS, or “your boyfriend doesn't 
like anal sex.” 

Your boyfriend may feel pressure 
to perform, LIMP, as being fucked 
is important to you. (Please tell me 
that he’s coming inside a condom 
when he comes inside you.) And he 
may feel some pressure to conform. 
Anal sex among gay men has been 
elevated to the status of vaginal sex 
among straight men, LIMP, in that 
its somehow become the defining 
sex act, despite the fact that roughly 
a quarter of all gay men don't enjoy 
and don’t indulge in anal sex. Your 
boyfriend may be one of those guys, 
but he’s too inhibited to tell you how 
he feels because, hey, it’s buttfuck- 
ing and he's gay and all gay men are 


stuff that works for him right now: 
oral and JO. And remember, LIMP, if 
he's coming in your mouth, he’s still 
coming inside you 


When I bottom for my BF, if he 
can't get it in right away, he goes 
flaccid. What can I do? 

Boy Only Needs Erect Dick 


BONED put this question to me — 
via index card — at a “Savage Love 
Live” event at UC Santa Cruz. | 
was in a bad way that night — sick 
with the flu — and somehow mis 
understood the question. I read it as 
the person being fucked went limp 
when penetration wasn’t immediate, 
not the person doing the fucking. 
Sorry about that, BONED. Here’s a 
useful answer: 


boyfriend bottoms for you, so it’s not 


about disliking anal sex. 

It could be, though, that your 
boyfriend is more of a bottom, i-e., 
he prefers to take the receptive role 








during anal intercourse. A lot of | 


bottom guys can top, of course, but | 


some need to quickly get in there | 
and start pumping away, because the 


sensations help them maintain their | 


erections even as they do this thing 
— fucking — that they would really 
prefer to have done to them. A delay 
in the action, such as an inability to 
get it in “right away,” could lead to 


the problem you describe, BONED. 


Find the Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
thestranger.com/savage. 
mail@savagelove.net 
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Edmonton 7 


Edmonton’s sexiest collection of costumes 


now in stock! 

% pirates! pirates! pirates! 
%* burlesque dancers 

%* saucy beer girls 


™ % tempting uniforms 


# alluring fairytales 
* masquerade 
masks 


% corsets 
from $99 


) plus sizes 


‘e specialty hosiery 
* shoes & boots 
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1-900-451-3333 
$25/30min 
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0515. Notices 


Private Notice 
This is a private notice to all 
private men and women, that a 
non-commercial 
ecclesiastical judgment in default 
has been agreed upon with no 
dispute forthcoming by the 
private man Gordon 
Haig and the private man James 
Odishaw. Full text of this default 
judgment and agreement may be 
viewed at 
http://www.allcreatorsgifts. 
blogspot.com 


Lei Co 


Experienced Volleyball Players 
Required 
Above average rec. ball: Non- 
league. Mon 8-10 p.m. For 
further information please call 
780-984-0988. 





ing Events 


GET STARTED with Horses! 
Register for our morning seminar 
during Northlands Farmfair and 
leam the basics of horse care 
and ownership. Saturday, Nov. 7; 
www.albertahorseindustry.ca_ or 
403-420-5949. 


EE a UIELSY 


Same Gender Speed Dating 
Gay Male event Oct 20 
Lesbian event Oct 27 
Pre-register by calling 
780-221-8535 or visit 
www.samegenderdating.com. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


ARE YOU highly motivated? 
Looking for 3 self motivated 
people to set up and learn to 
operate office outlets. Free online 
training. $1500.+/month; 
www.best4yourlife.com. 


ATTENTION GOLFERS! Win a 
$100. Golf Town gift card by 
participating in brief survey about 
a unique golf concept. Details, 
investor information at 
www.nonstopgolf.ca. 


LOOKING FOR 3 self-motivated 
people to teach over the internet, 
free online training, flexible 
hours, great income, low risk. 
www.ecosoul.ca. 





PERFECT POST - Canada’s 
largest franchise network of 
builders and installers of fences, 
decks and post settings, has 
territories available throughout 
Canada. Enjoy the benefit of 
brand recognition, _ national 
marketing, volume discounts and 
customer referral program. Low 
investment. For information 
contact 1-877-750-5665; 
franchise @ perfectpost.com. 


410. Education/Training 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training courses trom November 
16 to December 12. Dozer, 
grader, excavator, loader, 
scraper, rock truck. Tuition is 
$9700. Practicum Training 
Institute 306-955-0079; 
www.practicumtraininginstitute.ca 
. Email: pti@sasktel.net 





MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
RATED #2 for at-home jobs. 
Achieve your goal. Work from 
home! Start your medical 
transcription training _ today. 
Contact CanScribe at 


1-800-466-1535; 
www.canscribe.com; 
info@canscribe.com. 


1300. Trades 


LEARN TO REPAIR 
snowmobiles, ATV's, power 
boats. GPRC Fairview College 
Campus. Certificate program. 
Challenge exams. Eam 300 
hours towards Alberta 
Apprenticeship. Fall 2010. 
1-888-999-7682; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


100+ NURSING positions 
available. RNs & LPNs can have 
it all, back in the Maritimes. 
Shannex has immediate 
openings for 100+ full-time 
nurses for 12 new facilities 
opening in the next two years. 
Portability of benefits per NSNU 
or affiliated Canadian Nurses 
union. New _ state-of-the-art 
continuing care facilities 
throughout the Maritimes. For 
more information, contact Wayne 
White, Nurse Recruiter, 
wwhite @shannex.com. Toll free 
1-877-564-6749. 


ARE YOU DISCONNECTED? 
Reconnect now - first month free 
/ Limited time only! Internet and 
long distance available. Great 
low rates with Phone Factory 
Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; 
www.phonefactory.ca- 


ATTENTION APPRENTICES: 
Still a few seats left in October 
intake. Plumber, 
Steamfitter/Pipefitter, Automotive, 
Welder, Heavy Equipment, Parts, 
Electrician and Millwright. 
Register now. GPRC Fairview 
College Campus. 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 











AUTOMOTIVE MECHANIC 
required by Tirecraft in Grande 
Cache, Alberta. Phone 


780-827-3224 or fax resume to 
780-827-4278. 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages 
required. 403-521-0077. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Clear your 
record with the fastest pardon in 
Canada, for the lowest price! And 
it's guaranteed! Call Express 
Pardons free consultation 
1-866-416-6772; 
www.ExpressPardons.com. 





EDMONTON BASED COMPANY 
looking to hire Mulcher Operators 
for work in northern Alberta. Two 
years minimum experience 
required in operating equipment 
& valid driver's licence. Fax 
/Email resume to: Andrea. Fax 
780-488-3002; 
andrea @commandequipment.co 
m. 





EXPERIENCED HEAVY 
equipment operators, 
supervisors/foreman wanted for 
winter work in the oilfield and 
heavy civil construction projects 
Safety tickets an asset. 
Competitive wages, full benefits, 
year-round work available. 
Resumes can be faxed to 
780-960-4696. Emailed to: 
careers@mecel.ca or apply in 
person at 702 Acheson Road, 
Acheson, Alberta. 





FIRST STEP to Automotive or 
Heavy Duty Mechanic. GPRC 
Fairview College Campus. 
Certificate program. Challenge 
1st year Alberta Apprenticeship 
exam. Starts Fall 2010. 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


HAMILTON'S 1.G.A. a modem 
25,000 sq. ft. store, 4502 - 50 St, 
Ponoka, AB, T4J 1J5. Requires 
Bakery Manager or applicant who 
can learn management position. 
Mail resume, Attention: Jim or 
email: jim@hammys.ca. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
life. Only Pardon Services 
Canada has 20 years 
experience. Guaranteeing record 
removal Call 1-8-NOW- 
PARDON (1-866-972-7366); 
www.Remove YourRecord.com 


REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER 
for SE Alberta community 
newspaper. Term position (Nov. 
‘09 - July ‘10). Resume and 
samples to: 
hpbrees @brooksinthenews.com 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
experienced mechanic for large 
busy independent auto repair 
shop. Hourly, rate negotiable 
May consider 4th year 
apprentice. Email resume and 
references to: 
automall @ telusplanet.net. 


SENIOR RANCH Person 
required for cow/calf and feedlot 
outfit near Cochrane, Alberta. 
Should be skilled in all aspects of 
ranching/farming. Good housing, 
benefits, e cetera. Fax resume to 














403-208-6891 Email to: 
maryjo.isb @ gmail.com. Phone 
403-547-7168. 

SHELLBROOK CHEVROLET 
Autobody needs a _ qualified 


Autobody Shop Manager. Above 
average compensation benefits 
for qualified applicant. 
1-306-747-2411. Fax resume to 
1-306-747-2526. Attention: Rob 
Dron 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Calling all VolunQueers! 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer 
Arts & Culture Festival. 
November 13-21 
volunteer @ exposurefestival.ca 





HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
TRAINING, Full-size excavators, 
dozers, graders, loaders. 
Pertinent safety tickets. ITA 
designated trainer. Provincially 
Certified Instructors. Government 
registered. Job placement 


assistance; www.iheschool.com. 
1-866-399-3853. 





INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add.ph 
Pp. 


LPH PLUMBING & Heating 
Leduc requires 3rd, 4th year or 
joumeyman_ service _ plumber. 
Full-time local work, Benefits, 
competitive wages. Fax resume 
780-986-4983. Email: 
gen_Iph @telus.net 


OUR IDEA OF A 
POWER SUIT IS 
A SHELL JACKET 
OVER A FLEECE. 


Finding and keeping great employees is key to our 
success. It’s why we make MEC an outstanding 
place to work. Think a job should be more than 
a paycheque? Then let's talk. 


Our Edmonton store needs an: 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Find out more at mec.ca/jobs 
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MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 
fevote) 


Movements Dance needs 
volunteers for Walk/Run and 
fundraising committee for many 
other 2010 events. Call 
780-415-5211 or email 
movementsdance @ shaw.ca. 





The Leaming Centre Literacy 
Association is seeking an 

artist that would be willing to 
commit 2hrs weekly to the 
instruction of their passion to 
adult literacy learners.Contact: 
Denis Lapierre @780-429-0675, 
di.learningcentre @ shaw.ca. 


U of Ais seeking MAJOR 
DEPRESSION sufferers who are 
interested in participating in a 
research study. Please call 
780-407-3906 or email 
UofADep @ gmail.com. 


1700. Employment Wanted 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care. 780-709-0005, 
www.worldwidecaregivers.ca. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Inspired Creations Market 
November 14 & 15 is looking for 
unique hand crafted items 
created by you. Details available 
at: 
www.inspiredcreationsmarket.co 
m. 





Make It Edmonton is looking for 
super awesome designers, artists 
and crafters for their holiday 
show Dec 11-13. All the info can 
be found on 
www.makeitedmonton.com 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





Sound Systems available to 
clubs or commercial premises, 
lease or purchase. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. 
Contact 477-3708. 


ALL ELSE FAILS looking for 
serious Guitar player with 
metal/punk influences. Must be 
committed, prepared for 3 nights 
a week rehearsal and be able to 
tour. Must have backing vocals. 
email: band @allelsefails.ca 
www.myspace.convallelsefailscanada 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Bassist wanted to complete trio 
Challenging material, soloing, 
writing, some vocals. Target one 
gig/month. Originals, covers, 
alternative, indie, metal. Contact 
John at realcamino@me.com or 
780-908-0401 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


CONTAINER GUY 20’, 40’, 48’, 
53’ containers. Modifications 
available, door skids, loading 
docks, roof, shelving, shops 
Delivery available. Mobile home 
relocation. Mobile sandblasting & 
painting. 780-307-4656 





Drummer needed for original 
hard rock band w/some covers 
Infl. Velvet Revolver / STP/ 
Seether/ Chains/ Nirvana etc 
Serious only please. Good gear 
and professional attitude and 
own transpo a must. Call 

780 996-3571 any time 





Female singer wanted for 
melodic metal. ph.780-990-2866. 
myspace.com/samandriel. 
samandriel @ live.com. 18+ 





Looking to form a Celtic band. 
East folk band. Must be willing to 
play in Calgary. Call Tony 
@(780)484-6806/(780)984-6896 
(c) 





Original modem rock 

band Despite the Blindness 
seeks bass player. 

Looking.to write, record, and tour 
in the new year. 
www.despitetheblindness.ca or 
call 780-938-4414 


040. WS TES OTT 


Mrs. Murphy's Music 
Piano, organ, or keyboard 
instruction.Callingwood/ Country 
Club Area. Please phone 
780-752-8722/ 780-934-9985. 


2060. Music Services 


Affordable/ professional 
recording: Demos, albums, 
mixing, mastering, live recordings 
for shows. 780-695-9159. 


2200. Massage Therapy 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


2210. 


Body Art 





301 Auctions 


SELLING BY Ritchie Bros 
Unreserved Auction, October 29, 
Nisku Yard. 8.78 +/- acres 
Acreage and 895.02 +/- acres 


Farmland near Rochester, 
Alberta. For more info, 
780-706-6652 or visit 


www.rbauction.com. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
or a complete farm dispersal. 





Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 

UNRESERVED FOOD 
Equipment Auction - New & 


Used, October 24 (10 a.m.). Meat 
slicers, meat bandsaws, sausage 


stuffers, coolers, _ freezers, 
stoves, S/S tables and more. 
6605 - 118 Ave., Edmonton; 


www.CenturyServices.com. 
780-944-9144. 


3190. 


Millennium Musi¢ School offering 
drum, guitar, keyboards, and 
voice lessons. 438-4355. 


yale Misc. For Sale 


#1A STEEL Building Sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 
shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40 year warranty! Free 
shipping, the first 20 callers! 
1-6 0:0 - 457 -2 2:0 6% 
www.crownsteelbuildings.com. 


Musical Instruments 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-4405; 
www.choicetel.ca. 


A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don't sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. = 


For Sale: Promenade Lowrey 
Cathedral Organ. 2 keyboards 
and foot pedals, with magic 
genie. Original price $12,000. 
Asking $6, 500. Call 
780-481-7451 





FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre- 
engineered. All-Steel Structures. 
Custom-made to suit your needs 
and requirements. Factory-Direct 
affordable prices. Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext 170 for free 
brochure. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING, Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29ga 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft. Colours 





$.76 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 


1-888-263-8254 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over 1 
million readers weekly. Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 








RODENT AND weather proof sea 
containers 20 and 40 ft. Great for 
storage. Also livestock corral 
panels starting at $55. Calgary, 
Alberta 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-6895); 
www.magnatesteel.com. 





SAWMILLS from only $3,495. 
Convert your logs to valuable 
lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log 
skidders also available; 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400t. 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 
Ext. 4000T. 


STEEL BUILDING SALE! Priced 
to sell! Canadian manufacturer 
since 1980. Quick delivery. 
Special sizes. 20X30, 25X40, 
30X40, 35X50, 40X60, 48X90, 
50X110, 60X150. Others! 
Pioneer Steel Manufactures, 
1-800-668-5422. 


WANT A COMPUTER? New Dell 
Laptops from $599. or easy 
payments of $39. Easy 
application. “Almost everyone 
approved! ‘Conditions apply; 
www.nationalcomputersdirect.co 
m orcall 1-877-226-0660. 








WITHOUT A home phone? Call 


“Home Phone Reconnect” 
1-866-287-1348, referral 
Program! Connect now for a 
chance to win an entertainment 
package! Call now! 
1-866-287-1348. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


DISCOUNT TIMESHARES. Save 
60 - 80% off retail! Worldwide 
locations! Call for free info pack! 
1-800-731-8046; 
www.holidaygroup.com/sc. 


3400. Pets & Supplies 
CHOOSE ANIMAL Health 
Technology career. GPRC 


Fairview College Campus. Large, 
small and exotic animals. On- 
campus farm and residences. 
Apply now for Fall 2010. 
1-=8, 818! -|9/9. 9\= 728 5Bs2 > 
Wwww.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


4100. Livestock Equipment 


CATTLE WATERERS, § gates, 
gate frames, panels, feeders 
(bunk and tombstone), maternity 
pen, tanks, fencer, Texas gates, 
etc. Prices negotiable. Call 
403-851-8852. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


ALFALFA MIXED hay rounds 


$100. First cut squares $7. 
Second cut squares $9. 
403-850-3669. 


HAY & ALFALFA SALES. 
Delivery plus any kind of trucking. 
Horseshoeing, training 
horsemanship lessons. Western 
Canada 480-298-1846. 


ROUND HAY BALES for sale, 
cheap. Delivery available. Self 
unloading. No Sunday calls 
please. 403-843-6380. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED/GREEN Canola 
wanted. Buying green, heated o; 
frozen Canola....Buying; oats 
barley, wheat & peas {fo 
feed...Buying damaged 
offgrade grain. “On farm Pickup 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252. 


5003. Real Estate Misc, 


LAND OF ORCHARDS 
Vineyards & Tides in Nova 
Scotia's beautiful Annapolis 
Valley. Live! Work! Bring 
Business! Free brochure 

Website: www.kingsced.ns.ca 


Email: mail@kingsced.ns.ca. To) 
free 1-888-865-4647. 


800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2007 GRANDEUR 20 X 76 
manufactured home, 3 bedroom 
office, 2 bath - ensuite, oak 
cabinets, garden doors, crown 


mouldings, energy efficient 
appliances included. $99,000 
780-674-6596. 





2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16 
18 and 20 widens from $79,900 
Best priced homes in Alberta. Ai 
Homes Red Deer 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244. 





2010 MODELS immediate. Free 
delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 
X 76, 1500 sq. ft-toaded with 
options. $117,900 
1-800-463-0084 

www. jandelhomes.com. 





22' STARTING AT $96,250,; 20 
$86,700.; 16’ $82,000. Order 
your home by September 30/09 
and we will include a full size 
front load washer and dryer pair 
Call Pleasant Homes, your full 
service dealer, at 780-939-3584 
or 1-866-962-0238. 





LOOK HERE! 16' wides reduced 
as much as $16,000. 20' wides 
reduced as much as $18,000 
Double wides reduced as much 
as $40,000. 1-800-689-6953; 
www.econocottages.com. 


MILLRUN OVERSTOCK 
Purchase a min 1,000 sq, ft. log 
package in 8” or 10” log at the 
regular price & receive free your 
choice of a 24’X26' - 8” MR 
garage or cabin log package 
Build now or book for 2010 
Phone 306-663-5936; 
www.chisumloghomes.com. 





WANTED used mobile homes 
Any condition. 16' wide only. Call 
Nels 780-966-6429. 


6100. Cars 
BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 


us! All makes and models 
Professional credit _ rebuilders. 
Delivery Available. Call Garth 
403-888-5593 or 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., — serving 
Alberta for 20 years. 


FREE CREDIT CARD/free gas 
with purchase $0 down. Need a 
car, truck, van, SUV? Auto Credit 
Fast. Bad credit! No credil! 
Bankruptcy, repossession! Credit 
counselling! No problem, Call 
Stephanie today and drive away 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
aon W-'hke> nr e 
www.autocreditfast.ca 
BLN30309. 





NEED A VEHICLE but stressed 
about your credit? Need a visa’ 
We fund your future not your 
past. -Good or bad credit 
www.coastlineautocredit.com oF 
1-888-208-3205. 





SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a no 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends, 

6300. Motorcycles 
BECOME A Motorcycle 
Mechanic. GPRC Fairview 
College. Campus. Certificate 
program. Includes work 
practicum. Write st year 
Motorcycle Alberta 


Apprenticeship exam. Starts Fall 
2010. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


agenda | the front | musi¢ | on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 
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LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
4-877-478-4410. Credit 
cards/deposit $3.19/minute. 18+. 
4-900-783-3800; 
www.mysticalconnections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 
installments. Toll Free 
1-877-776-1660. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400, on your car insurance. Call 


1-888-623-5050 for a _ no- 
obligation quote. Open 
weekends. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record check) 


Divorce? Simple Fast 
Inexpensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 
Cc a | g a r 


403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? We can 
help! The National Pardon 
Centre® is RCMP Accredited. For 
better price and better service 
visit: www.nationalpardon.org 
Call 403-698-8800 or 
1-866-242-2411 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Helping Canadians 
repay debts, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credit. 
Steady income? You may qualify 








for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328 Free 
consultation, government 


approved, BBB member. 


|F YOU OWN your home, Alpine 
Mortgage will lend you money: 
It's that simple. Your credit age or 





income is not an_ issue; 
www.AlpineMortgage.CA. 
8005. Services 


Tony's Shoe & Decorating and 
Floral arrangements. Call 
780-484-6806. 


eS 
X) 
) 


ae 





9005. Personals 


#1 PARDON SERVICE. We can 
temove your criminal record in 6 
months! Receive free pardon or 
waiver evaluation. We guarantee 
It. Ask for details! Call toll free 
1-888-646-0747; 
www.pardons.ca. 





100s of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 





A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon's/Waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; 
www.pardongranted.ca 





Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
free to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 





ALL HOT SEXY BABES 

talk dirty After Hours! 

Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 





DATING SERVICE Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. 


Exchange voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+) 





FALL SAVINGS! 9 weeks for 
$99. Look great. Feel great. Lose 
weight. Results guaranteed, Call 
Herbal Magic 1-800-926-4363 for 
more information. Limited time 
offer. 





HAVE YOU HAD a spiritual 
experience? Learn how past 
lives, dreams and soul travel help 
you understand these 
experiences. For free book 
1-800-LOVE-GOD or 
www.eckankar.org 
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nd brunch 


REL Adult Talk 


Sizzle with SEXY Singles 
Call 780-409-4444 

Or 800-210-1010 

Free w/ code 4995 
www.livelinks.com 





Calgary 


= 403-770-0797 


Mobile pay, text 
“VIBE 2: 


dmonton 
480-401-2332 
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| ASTROLOGY - OCT, 


| LIBRA(SeT.23-0c1.2) 
| What you're gettin’ right now is like a 

| Cupcake without icing — it's yummy, but 

| not quite perfect. Now, bein’ a Libra, you'll 

happily eat it that way. But if you had a 

| choice, wouldn't you rather have some ic- 
ing on it? Well, you do. This week, instead 
of settlin’ for less, stick it out till you get 
the best 


SCORPIO (0c.B-Nov.2) 
You've done such a dang good job jugglin 
duties over the last li'l while that you 

| deserve a big smile. That's why this week 

| the cosmos is sendin’ you a sackful 0’ de- 
lights. Be careful, though. Once you start 
takin’ bites, you may not stop. So don’t 
indulge until you start to bulge! 





SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-DEC.21) 
Opposites attract. It's a fact and now 
you're smack dab in the middle of that 
timeless riddle — what do you do when 
ithappens to you? Well, it makes perfect 
sense you'd want someone who comple- 
ments your talents. It only makes you 
stronger. lf what you ain't good at, they 
are, you're both better off by far! 


CAPRICORN (0€C.22-JAN.19) 

All you goats can go ahead and get your 
ya-yas out over the next two weeks 
without worryin’ about whether or not 
it's the right thing to do. Just look at it like 
it's a karmic vacation. Sure, at the end of 
it you'll have to go back to work, but for 
the next 14 days, there ain't much you 
can't shirk! 


‘CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


AQUARIUS (JAN.20-FEB.18) 
The longer you're hot under the collar 
cause you waited too long to let out 
some steam, the more likely it is that 
you'll holler, which'll come out as an 
ear-piercin' scream that'll burn someone 
nearby. That's why, this week, when you 
can't let somethin’ ride, you're better off 
spoutin’ off, not bottlin’ it all up inside! 


PISCES (FEB. 19- MARCH 20) 

Pisces is the sign of spiritual trarisforma- 
tion, and there's no mistakin’ you're at 
your peak when you're challenge-em- 
bracin’. So, when this particular contest 
is complete, you've gotta fight the urge 
to rest your laurels on this feat. The first 
thing you need to do is find yet another 
test to beat! 


ARIES (MARCH Z1- APRIL19) 

Normally, you rams try to follow every 
impulse you can, but at this point in time 
that ain't the best plan. Things have 
changed in more ways than one and now 
certain things need to be done whether or 
not you think they're fun. Most important 
is coverin’ your ass, ‘Cause you can't 
always tell what will come to pass! 


TAURUS (APRIL20-MAY 20) 

You've done a wonderful job holdin’ down 
the fort, but it makes you as excitin’ as a 
narcoleptic OD'ing on St. John’s Wort. All 
work and no play makes a dull Jack. You 
can't take it with you, and you don't get 
time spent back. This week, spend a li'l 
less of it thinkin’ ‘bout bills and a li'l more 
chasin’ some thrills! 


GEMINI (MAY21-JUNE20) 
Mercury was the fleet-footed feather-an- 
kled FedEx of the Gods, ferryin' messages 
from deity to deity. Maybe that’s how you 
oughtta be — movin’ around from place 
to place at a brisk pace might increase 
your chances of winnin’ the rat race. The 
best way to get satisfaction in biz is to be 
where all the action is! 


CANCER (JUNE2I-JULY 22) 

Whichever authority you get your info 
from has a vested interest in keepin’ you 
dumb. Maybe it's ‘cause they want your 
money or an ego boost, but the less truth 
you know, the more they rule the roost 
This week, don't place your blind faith 

in what someone else says in case it’s 
misinformation! 


LEOUULY 3-AUG.22) 

You can expect a li'l turbulence over the 
next few days, but you shouldn't be so 
shook up that you'll be left in a daze. In 
fact, if you just focus your attention on 
the business at hand, you won't notice 
anything until you land. You're always 
flyin’ friendly skies, as long as you keep 
your eye on the prize! 


VIRGO (AUG.3 -SEPT.22) 

Who says morals ain't got no value? 
You're livin’ proof of how followin’ one's 
moral code makes it easier in the long run 
for one to walk down the road. Right now, 
you've accumulated so much honour on 
your side that even if you were defeated, 
it couldn't dent your pride. It also makes it 
harder for you to be denied! 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 
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You are invited to a FREE Cash Flow Assessment 


During the Assessment, our TD Canada Trust Small Business Advisor can help you: 
° Develop a timeline of when cash is coming in and going out. 
* Assist you with business decision-making and inventory purchasing. 
° Take advantage of trade discounts and new opportunities and know when to 
reduce expenditures and/or boost sales targets. 
We are here to provide you with new strategies to help you better manage opportunities 
and challenges, including cash flow, freeing your time to build your business. 


stele) @avelll mis 
Flow 
our Small Business 
yAVo ito) am vole t= hi 


Melad Machaalani 
10205 - 101 Street 


(780) 448-8000 Ext. 325 
Melad.Machaalani@td.com 
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FROM YOUR ANAGRAMMING FILM CRITIC 
JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 














ACROSS = 
| Administrative executives, to lower- 
level workers 

6 Series of actions: abbr. 

10 Toothy degree? 

1B “Ready __, here | come!” 

14It’s already been on 

16 “..depressed, or is__ mess?” (lyrics 
to They Might Be Giants’ “Particle 
Man”) 

17 Review #1: “l,amale? A good jest.” 
20 Part of IPA 

2) Art colony of New Mexico 

22 Asimovy-inspired Will Smith movie 
23 Review #2: “Filmy ennui, sir.” 

26 Sudoku-like puzzle 

28 Instant oatmeal direction 

29 More frigid 

30 Rowing teams 

32 Coming-out honoree, for short 

35 Court figure: abbr. 

36 Review #3: “O, burn!” 

37 Juice 

38 Word before milk or flour 

39 Brute 

40 Drink at a ski lodge 

4] Gor F, on sheet music 

42 Chevy Chase title role 

43 Review #4: “Dat the’S.N.L. fool?” 
48 Name of the “divided by” sign with 


aline and two dots 

490n__ with (equal to) 

50 1996 Olympics honoree 

53 Review #5: “Re-perks, eyes mist” 
56 Winter hrs. in Nome 

57 “Say _ the Dress” (TLC reality 
Series) 

58 Famous Roman fountain 

59 Some satellite radios, once 
60 “Push th’ Little Daisies” band 
6] Hawkins of school dances 


DOWN 

1 Dream-inducing drug in “Brave New 
World” 

2 Mountains through Russia 

3 Legal compensation 

4Turf__ (football player's malady) 
5 Waldorf's heckling parter, on “The 
Muppet Show” 

6 Number on a liquor bottle 

7 Actress Witherspoon 

8 Hosp. areas 

9 Bisected 

10 Abu__ 

1) Cornerback Sanders 

12 Adds some seasoning 

15 Chuck who can “kill two stones with 
one bird” 

18 Improvement of sorts 


19 Soup du__ 

24 You can't type “you” without it 
25"__aLetter to My Love” (Bernice 
Rubens novel) 

26 Sedonas and Rios, e.g. 

27 __-1(“Ghostbusters” vehicle) 

30 Concoct 

3] Moscow's Olympics team: abbr. 
32 Stuck together, perhaps 

33 Org. against workplace discrimina- 
tion 

34 Ho-hum 

36 Hearty bowlful 

37 Enemies 

39 Unkempt 

40 Breath mint brand since 1951 

4) 45], to Nero 

42 Criticism 

431970s-'80s NCAA college football 
record-holding quarterback Neil 
44 Deep, dark pit 

45 Swallow homes 

46 Poker Flat chronicler 

4] Printer brand 

5] First name in denim 

52 Adjective used by Rastas 
54 Dir. opp. WNW 

55 Major time period 
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PREMIUM BODY ART 
Peercine 
cugtom tattoos 
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Ph; 780 628 4813 10522-62 (Whyte) Ave 
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THE WORLD FAMOUS GENITAL EXT 


PUPPETRY 


‘ 


RAVAGANZA 


THE 





WED. NOV. 4TH 
IWINSPEAR CENTRE 


- 8PM SHOW - 

. "Sends audience members into Hysteria" 

- New York Times 
"Dementedly good fun!" - Vanity Fair 

© WARNING: FULL FRONTAL NUDITY - 18+ ONLY 





Tix at: Winspear Box Office, (780) 428-1414 or www.winspearcentre.com 
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PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 





Louis Forcade (left) checks the moisture content of grain 
with his father Leonard on his Legal, Alberta farm. 
PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





see magazine's ten-day forecast of events in edmonton 
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wednesday  - thursday’ friday Saturday 
/ / PS a \ 
OCTOBERZZ OCTOBERZ3 OcTOBERZA 
charity | BABES FOR MUSIC | MOBY Eminem's | | Comedy | MOSTLY 
BREASTS Don't be a tit: pre-eminent nemesis — wow, WATER NOP MP Linda 
help Ann Vriend, Chioe that’s fun to say! —hits the Duncan joins the boys from 
Albert, Amanda Rheaume, Edmonton Event Centre to Mostly Water Theatre for the 
and NLX at the Haven Social hype his latest disc, Wait for first installment of the MWT 
Club raise cash for breast Me. 8p.m. variety show at the Roxy 
cancer research. 8 p.m. Theatre. 8 p.m. 
\ y, NS 
Comes). ocroseale ‘ octoser2? _— ( octoser28 OcToBERZ9 octoser30 =) ( octoser3] 
musi theaire | SWEENEY MUSIC | HEY OCEAN! comedy | JOAN MUSIC | BANDS AS 
| COmedy | DANECOOK MUSIC | RASCAL PMUSIC | BIGJOHN | 
| ee fare FLATTS | ue Jose, Jay BATES Van City’s biggest TODD, THE DEMON We're not sure if the ocean RIVERS It's the night before BANDS: HALLOWEEN 
of the funniest mediocre DeMarcus told fans, “Y'all rockabilly bad boy swings by BARBER OF FLEET. STREET ever answered their cry, Halloween, and the River EXTRAVAGANZA Watch 
comics ever, Tells us that one are proof that you can see the Pawn Shop. 8 p.m. Stephen Sondheim's musical but we'll be sure to give Cree Resort and Casino has your favourite bands dress 
aboutnothh fights agai Sic heeraviindredneds shows hepatitis Aisn't the a shout-out to these fine gone and booked an actual upas thelr favourite bands 
Dane. 8 ee a anywhere in America.” We only thing that can kill you Vancouver folks when they zombie! 8 p.m. and rock cover songs all 
oy Sasha ee ark when getting a shave at play the Pawn Shop at 9 p.m. night long. 8 p.m. 
rednecks until you vebeen pprap oo = j 
toEdmonton. Rexall Place, 30pm. : : : 3 | 
US aS Be \ X 
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LOOKING TO ACHIEVE 


| ROCK STAR 
STATUS? 


WE'VE GOT THE GEAR! 


experience 
key with your needs. 





Prices and product in effect October 22 — 30, 2009. References to savings or sale prices are comparisons to Future Shop regular prices. ties a payments are subject to amolicable taxes before programming credits. 


aiaigtied faut a ONLY AT SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON. 
1320 99 Street NW, Edmonton ; 


“Fender (780) 450-7550 





ADVERTISING POLICY: Some products in this ad may be slightly different from illustrations. Not all products are available in all stores. Future Shop is Se cee nasa Mere oes products, and promotions may differ from our retail store offerings. Future Shop reserves 
the right to correct errors. Special offers cannot be combined or applied to previous purchases. Wereserve the ight to init quantities. Terms and conditions subject to change without notic 
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October 30th & 31st 
Lyle Hobbs 


a November 2nd 
Derina Harvey 
si oe _ November 6th & 7th 
= ae, Gi pee: Care 
74 Open Mic Night, every Wednesday 
q “ Karaoke Night, every Thursday 
os - Live Celtic Music , every Sunday 


Live musiG 7 daus a Week 


Week | GT | 
MICHAEL CHARLES and His Band | 











gd | 


LP OW fe 
FRIAND he 30-31 


AUSTRALIAN BLUES ROCKER 


MICHAEL CHARLES BAND 
Andrew “JR BOY" JONES 


November 2 - 7 


100 SUM HOSTED BY ROTTEN DAN 
and The Tall Draggers eur 


FUNAAFEELYA 
oLOW BURN 











10829 - 8210 AVENUE - WWW.DIUeSonwhute.ca | 
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DING DONG THE MYTH IS DEAD 
Two Edmonton witches share 
their rituals, and their thoughts 


on Halloween. 
ILLUSTRATION BY BYRON EGGENSCHWILER 


PUBLISHER - EDITOR Jel Ho! 
ART DIRECTOR Michael ! 
SALES MANAGER K 


BNEW SEFeS FIX-IT TICKET 
From potholes to graffiti, SEE tracks down who's 
responsible for the fixing these problems and 








ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Pau! Malwychuk | pmatwychukfisee prealwest.ca 


NEWS AND FEATURESEDITOR ArgelaBrunsta|abunsholdeeveatwesta- Makes Sure they're on the job. 
WEB EDITOR Andrew Paul | apaulfisee greatwest.ca 
reovevarersatesniencersnexe 1) ODINIOM CHINATOWN STILL 
meee" HOLDS SOME MYSTERIES 
paca! wae lbs) ee In the second in a series of neighbourhood 
SALES CONSULTANT wean famblings, Scott takes us through the 97 
CLASSIFIEDS « LISTINGS ' r o Street area. 
PROMOTIONS 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING M 14 MUSIC YOUNG GALAXY 
es APPROACHES ADULTHOOD 
seman The Montreal shoegazers have left their 


comfy home at Arts and Crafts and are 
making a go of it as an indie. 


wonernscorns 21 ON SCTEN, THELIMITS 
a peg ee OF MY PATIENGE 
seemagazneislatedat: Jim Jarmusch stumbles in a big way with 
#200, 10275 Jasper Avenue 


sémonton bea tayye tV€ t00-COol-for-School thriller The Limits 


Te. re0)4a0008 Qf Control. 
FAX (780) 432.102 


e-mail: Ae aralvest a 
IPEM 


26 ArTS CORPORATIONS, 
~ COPYRIGHT, CANOLA, AND KOLLER 
The Seed Savers fictionalizes the story of 
farmer Percy Schmeiser but stays true to ue 
issues it raises. 
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® MATADORS LIVE @ NEW CITY 
Slideshow online now 





2009 Mayor's . 
lever asats  f 
sat (0) S-— 
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- 36MPGY 
2009 COBALT SS MODEL SHOWN, 


HWY: 5,7L/100KM - SOMPG 
CITY: 7.9L/100KM. 
MSRP $26,870 
edmonton - see magazine - October 29 - November 4,2009»3 


Vehicle 


‘Coneda's 
Recycling Progrom 
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Your Ride 
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YOUR CHOICE OF 5-DOOR OR SEDAN 


O 
2009 CHEVROLET AVEO LT 


2 


2009 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS 
CASH CREDIT” 
albertachevrolet.com 


t 


visi 


OR ASK ABOUT 
IN COLLABORATION WITH RETIRE YOUR RIDE. FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.** 


G9 AND UE 


GUARANTEE 


HWY: 5.8L/100KM - 49MPG 
CITY: 8.4L/100KM - 34MPGY 
LI 
sai ona 


2009. AVEG 


+ POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 


+ ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
» COURTESY TRANSPORTATIO 


2009 CHEVROLET COBALT LT 
YOUR CHOICE OF COUPE OR SEDAN 


YEARS 


60,000 KM 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 


LE YOUR 1995 OR OLDER VEHICLE AND RECEIVE 
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EG "VE LOST FRIENDS. | EVEN HAD ONE GUY SAY 
| SHOULD BE BURNED AT THE STAKE, 


BUT HE SPELLED IT S-T-E-A-K, 


SOI DIDN'T TAKE IT THAT SERIOUSLY. 










av) 
TWO EDMONTON WITCHES 
SHARE THEIR RITUALS, AND 


THEIR THOUGHTS ON HALLOWEEN 





It's that time of year again. Pretty soon miniature Hannah Mon- 
tanas and Edward Cullens will be terrorizing neighbourhoods, 
begging for candy and ringing doorbells in the middle of supper. 
Later, the tartlets who dress up their doggies will hit the night- 
clubs, as Halloween has become more of a sexy circus and less 
of a supernatural celebration. Where's the spook factor in hang- 
ing out with 5,000 of your closest friends on a sweaty, sparkle- 
and-feather-boa-infested, seizure-inducing dancefloor? 

So this year, I wanted to get up close and personal with the real 
Halloweeny set. But as there’s a shortage of ghouls and vampires 
in town to interview, I set my sights on the one Halloween char- 
acter I could talk to: the witch. Is there any truth, I wondered, to 
the pointy-hat-and-cackle stereotype? Even beyond Halloween, 
what's it like to be a witch in Edmonton these days? 

Which is how I find myself sitting in the pleasantly cluttered 
kitchen of an Edmonton witch. And despite the warmth outside, 
I'm freezing. “Magic?” I ask the witch. 

“Air conditioning,” she says, rubbing her very pregnant belly. 

Lisa Fedirko is a Wiccan witch, and has been for much of her 
life. Except for when she was Christian Reform. “I was always 
interested in Wicca and witchcraft, it’s just always made sense 
to me, even when I was a kid in a pretty hardcore Christian 
faith,” she says. “I was worried then that if I didn’t believe what I 
had been taught, I'd go to hell, but as I matured and was allowed 
to question things, I found that Wiccan beliefs are much more 
suited to my life and philosophy.” 

Beliefs like living in harmony with nature, the divinity of 
earth-based male and female deities, and the threefold law that 
states whatever you do to someone else comes back to you three 
times. Like a super-charged golden rule. 

Many Wiccans do believe in magic. “But magic isn't neces- 
sarily what people think,” says Fedirko. “People think magic is 
about turning people into frogs and such. Boy, would I like to 
see that!” She grins. “But magic is really about creating the right 
intentions and carrying them out.” 

But being a witch in Edmonton is not all spooky fun and 
games. Many modern witches have been persecuted because of 
mistaken connections to Satanists — “which is ridiculous,” says 
Fedirko. “I’ve had people scared that I was going to eat their chil- 
dren, because ‘that’s what witches do,” she says with a grimace. 
“I’ve lost friends. I even had one guy say | should be burned 
at the stake, but he spelled it S-T-E-A-K, so I didn’t take it that 
seriously.” 

But Fedirko did take the threat of job loss seriously. “I used to 
work at a daycare,” she says. “I was quiet about my religion, be- 
cause it's personal to me. But I wore a small pentacle charm un- 
der my shirt, and one day it must have slipped out. A parent saw 
it, and before I knew it, I was hauled into my boss’ office.” That 
boss stopped short of actually firing her, but problems contin- 


ued, and Fedirko was eventually transferred to another daycare. 


Fedirko is not the only Edmonton witch to face discrimina- 
tion. Trey Capnerhurst is a Green Witch — the name refers to 


her politics and her reverence for nature and Peweraa the 
colour of her skin. Not a Wiccan, but a traditional witch (which 
means her beliefs stem from a wide variety of pagan traditions), 
Capnerhurst is vocal about her faith, which can cause issues for 
some closed-minded folks. 

“Things have gotten much better here in Edmonton,” Cap- 
nerhurst says, “but when I first started practicing in the 1980s 
and 1990s, things were pretty complicated for many pagans. 
The first occult bookstore here was firebombed, and if we ever 
gathered together, we had to make sure we had guards, and there 
was always some kind of disruption.” 

Being pagan in Edmonton is not unlike being a part of many 
minority communities here. “There are a lot of parallels be- 
tween the pagan community and the gay community,” Capner- 
hurst says, “and we've shared many of the same issues.” 

Which can involve coming out of the broom closet, so to 
speak. “I was officially ‘outed’ when I ran in my first federal 
election, which raised some eyebrows. [Capnerhurst ran for the 
Green Party in the last two federal elections.] But I've lived in 
the same neighbourhood for 10 years now, and it doesn't even 
faze my neighbors when I wander around outside in my garb.” 

But she still has to fight it at times — for instance, Capner- 
hurst recently switched her daughter's school because of what 
she felt was intolerance of her religious beliefs. 

Although things have gotten better for pagans in Edmonton, 
we've got a lot farther to go, according to Capnerhurst. As a 
political animal, Capnerhurst would like to see pagan practitio- 
ners organize and work together. “The only way for us to have 
political clout, the only way for us to be able to fight prejudice 
and hatred, is for us to organize,” she says. To that end, Cap- 
nerhurst is attempting to start a nonprofit pagan organization 
to help rewrite some of the historical biases people have had 
against witches and pagans. 

And what do witches really think of Halloween? “Don't get 
me started,” says Capnerhurst. “Let's just say, do you think it 
would go over well with the native community if we all dressed 
up in feather headdresses on one of their holy days and had a 
fake powwow? That's what commercial Halloween is like for 
us.” Fedirko is a bit more circumspect. “Oh, sure,” she says. 
“Halloween is a lot of fun. I love dressing up in a costume and 
taking my daughter trick-or-treating, like anybody elSe. But it 
has absolutely nothing to do with my faith. I celebrate Samhain 
[pronounced sow-wen or sow-wane, depending on whom you 
ask] on Nov. 1, which is the witches’ New Year. That's the impor- 
tant holiday, not silly, commercialized Halloween.” 

According to both Fedirko and Capnerhurst, the heart of liv- 
ing as a witch, Wiccan or otherwise, is the antithesis of what 
many people think. “We are healthy, strong, and live a life with 


‘devotion for the Earth, our Mother,” says Capnerhurst. 


“For the last time,” says Fedirko. “Witches don't worship Sa- 
tan. And we don’t eat babies.” She rubs her pregnant belly for 
emphasis. “I mean, isn’t that kind of gross?” 

This is the first in a series of stories on what it’s like to live 
in Edmonton for different spiritual groups. Come back 
next week for a profile of an Evangelical Christian. 
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EXPERIENCING A WITCH RITUAL FIRST-HAND 
GETS A LITTLE UNCOMFORTABLE... 
AND A LITTLE EMOTIONAL 


Before I have too much time to think about it, I find myself un 
der an apple tree ona rainy October evening, offering up thanks 
to the Goddess for a beautiful full moon 
My fellow witches are a varied group. Lola (her ceremonial 
witch name, not her showgirl name) is a city employee, and 
is warm, motherly, and full of smiles. White Deer (also 
to state the obvious, her witch name) is an anthropologist 
who carries herself with reserve and dignity. Trey Capner 
hurst, my hostess for the evening, is keenly intelligent and 
full of zeal for her chosen path. And Maenwen, Trey’s beautiful 
eight-year-old daughter, is a child who makes you believe in fair- 
ies, and who is joining the all-adult ritual for the first time 
She says to me, blinking from the hood of her purple cloak, 


Green Witch | Trey Capnerhurst’s beliefs stem from a wide variety of pagan traditions. 
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“This is my first full moon ritual.” 

“Mine too,” I confess 

‘Really?” she says to me, confusion flashing across her face 
“But you're old.” 

“Yes,” | tell her. “Can you believe I’m 20 years old and have 
never been to a full moon ritual?” | don't tell her I’m knocking 
a decade or so off my age 

“Wow,” she says. “That's really old.” 

We gather in a semicircle in Trey’s backyard under the afore- 
mentioned apple tree. I’m dressed in the witchiest apparel | 
have in my closet: a long, ruffled summer dress and a pashmina 
against the chill. But it seems to pass muster, and the dress code 
isn't strict. Although Trey and White Deer are more tradition 
ally garbed — Trey in a long green dress (remember, Trey is a 
Green Witch), and White Deer in an embroidered blue velvet 
robe. Lola is comfortable in jeans and a sweater. 

The ritual starts with Lola casting the circle, which means 
she invokes the four elements and the four directions, and wel- 
comes us into the circle of protection. We light candles, each of 
us touching our specially inscribed ceremonial wick into Trey's 
flame. I’ve carved the word “create” into the green wax of my 
candle to help me harness the creative energies of the Goddess 
and the full moon. Or something like that 

We take some time to appreciate the moon 

So far, I’m digging all of this. I can’t remember the last time I 





was outside on a rainy fall night, staring at the sky. Usually I’m 
too busy. Or it’s cold outside. Or I'd rather watch TV. I like that 
I’m welcoming the feeling of the gentle rain on my face. I’m 
not ducking the drops or trying not to let it wreck my hair. So 
far, so good 

Next we light a small fire. Each of us has written an intention 
on a piece of paper — an intention we will burn to release to the 
Goddess. !'m asking for creative inspiration and discipline, and 
as I turn my burning paper upside down, and the flames lick my 
hand, I imagine I'm sitting at my computer, my fingers flying 
across the keyboard. I actually feel a bit excited, like I can’t wait 
to get home to write. I feel like the magic is already working 
Then I feel a bit sheepish at my own flakiness. But whatever. 
Tonight I will embrace my inner flake. 

After everyone has burned their intentions, we share an apple 
White Deer uses her ceremonial knife to cut the apple in half. 
We marvel at the beauty of the half-cut apple, and its inner five- 
pointed star, to be cut in five portions for five witches, Beauty 
and balance. 

And we celebrate with ceremonial wine. Organic wine, of 
course. Trey toasts us all, and then Maenwen, “our youngest 
witch," and then me, “our newest witch.” We all drink, except 
Maenwen, who doesn't like the wine. 

| admit to feeling strangely misty. Maybe it's the weather. 
Maybe I’m a lunatic, in the truest full moon sense of the word. 
Or maybe there's some magic in the air. 

And then the singing starts. “And the full moon is a vagina 
spread wide.” 

Okay. Yes, the full moon is all about the power of femininity. 
Trey and | even had a conversation about “moon blood” (which 
is exactly what you're afraid it might be) before the ritual began. 
But I have to admit, the “vagina moon song” has lost me, and I 
struggle to keep focus now. 

And then the singing stops, and the ceremony is drawing to a 
close. All that's left is to release the circle before we go on with 
our night. Trey asks for volunteers. For some reason, maybe to 
prove I'm a quick study, maybe to experience the ritual to its 
fullest, I tentatively offer to do the honours. I immediately re- 
gret my words, thinking “What right have 1? Am I seriously 
intruding here?” 

But modern witchcraft is welcoming and inclusive, and so 
are the witches I'm with tonight, They all help me as I stumble 
through the four elements and the four directions, and as I try 
to express how I feel in the moment, again I find myself near 
tears, 

We all gather inside, warm and only slightly damp as the wind 
and rain pick up outside, as though Mother Nature was hold- 
ing back until we had finished our ritual. We eat sweet bread 
and homemade herbal candies and vegan fudge. We finish the 
organic wine. We discuss the vagaries of the prices of real estate 
and Edmonton transit and children’s storybooks. I’m sad when 
the evening draws to a close, and that I must leave the warmth 
of the circle and my new witch friends. 7 








Hurry, this won't last long. 
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Roll Up Your Sleeves For The Swine Flu Shot 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
CONTRARY TO SOME EARLY 
BUREAUCRATIC REACTIONS, 
GETTING THE SHOTISA 
COMMON SENSE PRECAUTION 





Back in May, I wrote a column harsh- 
ly deriding the decision by Edmonton 
public and separate schools to cancel 
any out-of-town field trips because of 
the then-emerging threat of some- 
thing called swine flu, now known 
as HIN1 following complaints from 


the powerful pig lobby. In essence. I 
called the bureaucrats who made the 
decision pinheads, or something of 
the sort 

I was steamed — and I’m still 
steamed — because my son's trip to 
Spokane for the annual Bloomsday 
Run was cancelled because of H1N1 
At the time of the travel ban, Spo 
kane county had one case of HINI 
There were, in fact, more people in 
Edmonton who had the flu than Spo- 
kane. In my column of May 7, I said 
the kids had to stay home because 
“they were all infected with a case of 
ISFP (Irrational Swine Flu Panic).” 

I had pretty much forgotten about 
the column (like most stuff | write) 
until I got an e-mail from a reporter 
at the National Post. The reporter 
was working on a story about H1N1 





and the reaction, and had read my 
piece online. She liked the ISFP line, 
and wanted to talk to me about the 
school travel ban. Unfortunately, 1 
didn’t read the e-mail until after her 
deadline, so I missed my chance to 
have my name appear in Canada’s 
right-wing national newspaper. 

So, based on what I wrote in May 
of this year, and with the HINI vac- 
cine program now in place in Al- 
berta, you might assume that | am 
going to stare down this so-called 
epidemic. Clearly, after belittling 
the school system for their panicky 
overreaction to swine flu, you might 
assume that I will not be rolling up 
my sleeve to expose my flabby bicep 
for that free shot, paid for by our tax 
dollars. 

Well, you would be wrong. I am go- 
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ing to get the flu shot. I’ve never had 
a flu shot in my life, but I’m going to 
get this one. And I’m going to make 
sure my sons get the shot. Hypocriti 
cal? No, just a common sense 

Canceling school trips was a lu- 
dicrous overreaction to an almost 
nonexistent threat. (Funny, isn’t it, 
now that HIN1 is fairly common, no- 
body talks about cancelling trips any- 
where? ) Now that the flu is the real 
deal, and we know it has a surprising 
ability to make healthy young people 
seriously ill or worse (as opposed to 
most flu outbreaks, which tend to kill 
off the old and sick), it’s a sensible 
thing to do 

But lots of people don’t feel the 
same way, which says something 
very interesting about 21st-century 
Canada 

In a public opinion poll released 
Saturday, 30 per cent of those sur- 
veyed said they are not going to get 
the shot, and 18 per cent said they are 
not very likely to get one. Just 51 per 


a plea to everyone who reads this, 
please, please, DO NOT TAKE ANY 
VACCINE THAT IS PURPORTED 
TO ‘PREVENT’ THIS FLU.” The 
third hit was a YouTube video from 
the Inside Edition tabloid TV show 
titled “Girl Gets Swine Flu Shot & 
Now Can Only Walk Backwards!” 
(In fact, the clip makes no mention 
of swine flu, but a “seasonal flu” 
shot.) The clip has had more than 
two million hits, and is scary as hell 

Almost as scary is the Canadian 
public's loss of faith in our so-called 
experts. Millions of us just don’t trust 
the government to make rational de- 
cisions anymore 

The polling numbers fly in the face 
of the traditional view of Canadians 
as subservient, meek people who be- 
lieve in their government. Here we 
have every health authority in the 
country urging us to get the flu shot, 
and it appears millions of Canadi- 
ans are going to ignore the advice of 
the experts. 


FUNNY, ISN'T IT, NOW THAT HIN1IS FAIRLY 
COMMON, NOBODY TALKS ABOUT 
CANCELLING TRIPS ANYWHERE? 


cent said they are leaning towards it 

Why are so many people thinking 
about not getting the flu shot? 

Let's start with the obvious — it’s a 
needle, and nobody likes needles. If 
they had found a way to administer 
the vaccine in liquid form, like cough 
syrup, or insert it into a Tim Hortons 
creme-filled donut, almost everyone 
would be game. No one but masoch- 
ists likes having a razor-sharp metal 
object inserted into their arm. It’s a 
temporary pain, but one that is so 
terrifying that a lot of people would 
rather take their chances with seri- 
ous illness or death than a little jab. 
When did we become such wimps? 

But there's something else at play 
here, something a lot more signifi- 
cant that a simple fear of a needle. 

In the wired world, we are more 
clued-in than ever to health infor- 
mation, although much of it is ill- 
informed bullshit. 1 Googled “swine 
flu shot,” and the second hit directed 
me towards something called global- 
research.ca, and was titled “Do Not 
Take A Swine Flu Vaccine.” Written 
by Dr. Patricia Doyle (a vet, actu- 
ally), it says in part, “I am making 


As you weigh your decision, you 
will no doubt hear plenty of anecdot- 
al evidence, particularly online. One 
person will say they had the flu, it 
was no worse than a slight cold, and 
is nothing to fear. Another person 
will say they had the flu, they have 
never been sicker, and wished there 
had been a vaccine. | suspect people 
who have lost loved ones to the flu 
are still in mourning and are likely to 
remain silent. 

It's your call, of course. Judging 
from the huge lineups that greeted 
the first days of the vaccine program, 
there are still plenty of people who 
will wait hours to get the shot, poll 
figures notwithstanding. But for 
those of you still unsure, it’s worth 
keeping in mind that earlier this 
week, a perfectly healthy 13-year-old 
Toronto boy died of H1N1 within 48 
hours of first getting a sore throat. 

So if you decide not to get the shot, 
and get sick, don't come crying to 
me. 

Maurice Tougas is the former 
Liberal MLA for Edmonton- 
Meadowlark. 

mauricetougas @live.com 








New brands are here. 


The hottest brands are now available at our musical instrument store, only at South Edmonton Common. 


1320 99 Street NW 
Edmonton 
(780) 450-7550 
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Protesters Gall For Nuclear Power Ban 


ED STELMACH IS “DESTROYING 
MY LIVELIHOOD,” SAYS 

ONE FARMER OUTSIDE THE 
LEGISLATURE 





Just under 200 protesters gathered 
outside the legislature building this 
week, calling on the government to 
bar nuclear power from the prov- 
ince. 

Members of the Coalition for a Nu- 
clear Free Alberta travelled as much 
as six hours to decry the possibility 


of Alberta Energy introducing policy = 


that would allow companies to begin 
construction on proposed nuclear 
projects 

“] will not be able to sell anything 
organic,” says Mandy Melnyk, a 
farmer from DeBolt and the group's 
communication coordinator, about 
the effects nuclear waste could have 
on her crops. “[Premier Ed Stel- 
mach] is destroying my livelihood.” 

Melnyk lives an hour south of a 
proposed nuclear plant near Peace 
River, and is outraged at what she 
calls an appalling lack of public con- 
sultation on the issue. 

“How can this government pre- 


sume to make such a big decision 
without making sure each Albertan 
is informed?” she says. 

The protest comes hot on the heels 
of Nuclear Free Alberta's green rib- 
bon campaign that runs under the 
slogan “A truly green energy future 
does not include nuclear power.” 

The group has sent letters to MLAs 
across the province urging them to 
consider renewable energy alterna- 
tives such as wind and geothermal 
power instead of making the move to 
nuclear power. 

The group has also called for the 
government to do more to consult 
citizens who will be affected by po- 
tential nuclear projects 

However, Alberta Energy spokes- 
man Derek Cummings says the 
province has already consulted close 
to 5,000 citizens about the issue 
through various public meetings, 
online and telephone surveys, and 
stakeholder meetings. 

“It was quite an extensive consul- 
tation,” he says. “The government is 
considering this carefully, but hasn't 
determined any policy yet.” 

However, Melnyk says more is 





‘& 
Mandy Melnyk | PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 
needed, and that they'll continue 
their fight 

“We're going to keep coming back 
until this government and €d Stel- 
mach is honest about his agenda,” 
she says. 

A decision on Alberta's nuclear 
policy is expected by the end of the 
year. 





WITNESS 


OCT. 22, 2009 | 4:29 PM | PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


AUPE members take a break from their annual conference to gather in front 
of Delta Hotel and protest the closing of Alberta Hospital. 
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Broken-up sidewalks and crater-like potholes are the bane of every urbanite 
the world over, and Edmonton is no exception. In the spirit of taking action over 
complaining, SEE Magazine presents a four-part series that looks at some of 

those irritating little trouble spots, and calls for a fix-it job. We want to continue 
the feature, so if something needs fixing in your neighbourhood, don't just bitch 










about it, tell us! E-mail news@see.greatwest.ca with the location (and a picture 






if you can) and we'll do the digging. 










Rod Murray (operations manager, Commerce Place) 
944-0899 











The entrances to Commerce Place facing Jasper Avenue have been unusable and 
in various stages of repair since an inspection deemed them unsafe in 2008. How 

is it that they haven't been fixed yet? Murray says the doors are custom-built, and 
new parts aren't readily available. At the moment, management is in the process of 
deciding whether it will be better to repair the doors or replace them. ~ 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


4 'T WOULD BE A BIGGER MISTAKE 10 
PLUNGE THE PARTY INTO A LEADERSHIP 
REVIEW AT THIS POINT IN TIME. 


—FORMER LEADERSHIP RIVAL TED MORTON DEFENDS THE PREMIER, 


AS QUOTED BY THE EDMONTON SUN 





NO CHOICE IN BILL 50 





Alberta faces many threats to its democracy, 
but Bill 50, the Electric Statutes Amend- 
ment Act, is one to keep your eye on this fall. 

The bill is expected to pass in the current 
session of the legislature. It will eliminate 
public consultation on the need for more 
electricity power transmission lines. Instead 
of the previous hearings conducted by the 
Alberta Utilities Commission, the govern- 
ment will decide on its own whether new 
transmission lines are needed, Citizen 
consultation will be limited to where these 
transmission lines are placed. 

Coming as it does on the heels of the 
spying scandal with the old Energy Re- 
sources Conservation Board, it looks like Ed 
Stelmach's government simply decided the 
“needs hearings” would be too controversial, 
and so is getting rid of them. It's a frighten- 
ing overreaction, and shows just how long 
the Tories have gone unopposed. 

Of course, that's not what the govern- 
ment would have you believe. 

“[This bill] is no different than the govern- 
ment approving other publicly needed 
infrastructure such as highways, schools, 
and hospitals,” states the government web 
page. 


But electricity transmission lines are a 
very different beast from hospitals and 
schools, because this infrastructure serves 
companies that sell Albertans power. They 
have a vested interest and deep pockets 
to push their agenda. Which means, es- 
sentially, that these companies are telling 
us, though the premier's office, what we are 
going to buy. 

As itis, the system lacks the checks and 
balances of either a full free market ap- 
proach or the public agreement required for 
regulated industries. It’s a clear imbalance 

After 20 years of population growth, it is 
entirely likely that the lines need an update. 
But why not let Albertans decide? If the 
government Is so convinced that the new 
lines are needed, surely its argument will 
prevail. 

This lopsided system was set up when 
the provincial government forced through 
the deregulation of the power generation 
business in Alberta. Electricity is a necessity, 
and the collective nature of the electricity 
grid make this utility a natural monopoly — 
like water or roads. Deregulation of power 
generation was never in the public interest, 
and we are still feeling the effects. 





TRANSIT AWARD HIGH PRAISE 





Kudos to the city’s transportation planners, 
transit boss Bob Boutilier, and city council 
for putting in the hard work and long-term 
planning that scored Edmonton a “Highly 
Commended” award from the Light Rail 
Transit Association out of London, England. 
The award was based on the city's far- 
reaching LRT planning efforts as well as the 
broader city vision of increased transit- 
oriented development. Essentially, we won 


because we have potential. 

And therein lies the catch. Like U.S. 
President Barack Obama winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize, this win is based entirely on 
what we could do. 

If the city doesn't follow through on its 
plans, or wimps out when the bill arrives, Ed- 
montonians of this generation and the next 
will suffer and council will look all the worse 
for having received undeserved praise. 








BY THE NUMBERS - STILL INSULATED FROM THE RECESSION? 





PERCENT INCREASE OF WORKERS RECEIVING EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, AUG, 2008 TO AUG. 2009 
SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 





~ UP 56.6% 
CANADA 
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PUBLISHER'S POST JEFF HOLUBITSKY 
SEE’S NEW PUBLISHER 
AND VETERAN EDMONTON 
JOURNALIST DISPELS A 
FEW MYTHS 





Walking down the sidewalk near 
Churchill Square on a recent sunny 
afternoon, I came across an old &d- 
monton Journal colleague of mine 
studying the cover of SEE Magazine 
in the window of one of our silver 
street boxes. So I quickly rushed 
over, opened the box, and proudly 
delivered the paper into his hands 
before he even realized who it was. 
“Thanks, how are you doing over 
there?” he asked, referring to my re- 
cent switch in employment from the 
city’s most prestigious publication 
to its comparatively tiny alternative 
newspaper scene. 
He had also quit the Journal a 


| successful career, but ee 


the world of corporate public rela- 


tions. Before coming to SEE, | ac- 
cepted an early retirement package 
from Canwest in 2008 because I was 
dead tired of the unpredictable shift- 
work and wanted to experience more 
than one job in my life. And with the 
kids grown and mortgage paid, my 
wife Kathy and I could afford it. 

I told him the usual things — that 
1 enjoy the energy of the younger 
people I now work with and the more 
relaxed atmosphere. 

And then he dropped the bomb. 

“Do the alt-weeklies still sell their 
front page stories?” 

I've put those words in quotes, be- 
cause even though his words may 
not be the same, his meaning and 
the subtext to that meaning are, I 
have to admit I was shocked. Is this 
what people think of alternative ur- 
ban newspapers and the people who 
work at them? 

As SEE’s new publisher, I want to 
assure readers that we do not sell our 
journalism to the highest bidder. I 
didn’t paddle this far down the river 
to suddenly sell myself out for what 
they are paying me here. At this age, 
I'm not afraid to say st like that. 

e acest i 









Just To Be Perfectly Clear... 


matter how much foul language they 
may use, all of the editors and writers 
here know I demand accuracy, bal- 
ance, and a little flair in their work. 
When we say our distribution rate 
runs between 16,000 and 19,000 
copies a week, we are being hon- 
est. We could go the easy route and 
report how many papers we simply 
print, but instead we pay a company 
called Verified Audit Circulation to 
count the number of papers that ac- 
tually make it into readers’ hands. 
We think it's important to be straight 
with reader and advertisers. 

I also take exception to any notion 
I may be a corporate flunky. 

Yes, SEE Magazine is owned by the 
same company that boasts the St. 
Albert Gazette as its flagship paper. 
And yes, years ago, Conrad Black’s 
Hollinger Corp. was a partner in 
that company. That's past tense. 

And I’m not sucking up when I say 
that after more than a year here in 
charge of the waiter, T have mever 
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Chinatown Still Holds Some Mysteries 








MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

IN THE SECOND IN A SERIES OF 
NEIGHBOURHOOD RAMBLINGS, 
SCOTT TAKES US THOUGH THE 
97TH STREET AREA 





My assignment this week was to take 
a walk around Chinatown and set 
down a thought or two about its pe- 
culiar environs. 

But to refer to Edmonton's “Chi- 
natown” is to conjure an amor- 
phous entity both in terms of 
geographical boundaries and the 
constituent ethnicities that give the 
region its character. Does it start at 
the grandiose Chinese gate near the 
old downtown farmer's market and 
stretch east on 102nd Avenue, or 
is it more rightfully constituted by 
the dense cluster of Asian-owned 


businesses on 97th Street north of 
the Law Courts Building, petering 
out around 107th Avenue, where 
Al Quds Halal Grocery asserts the 
evolving demographic of the neigh- 
bourhood? Similarly, do the Sino- 
centric businesses across from Can- 
ada Place get honorary Chinatown 
inclusion, and what of the Mirama 
Dining Lounge and thereabouts on 
95th Street at the edge of the River 
Valley, where throughout the 1990s 
you could sometimes find a certain 
tipsy provincial potentate presiding 
over Lunar New Year festivities? 


mercial viability and social stability 
in a downtown core that might oth- 
erwise have collapsed in on itself. 
Most of the landmarks cited above, 
for instance, are in close proximity to 
social agencies providing services to 
Edmonton's most marginalized citi- 
zens — the Bissell Centre, the Hope 
Mission, Herb Jamison Centre, etc. 
— because that’s their neighbour- 
hood too. And perhaps more than 
most parts of Edmonton, 97th Street 
still offers a glimpse of what the area 
might have looked like back when, 
its low, boxy heritage buildings more 


nicities represented, the Ukrainians 
and Croats with their community 
halls and churches, the Italian bak- 
ery, the Ethiopian, Bornean, Indo- 
nesian, and Vietnamese restaurants, 
the aforementioned halal grocer? 
Shall we let the Chinese stand for 
any group of immigrants who alit in 
Edmonton looking for a home and 
some affordable storefront real estate 
in the downtown area from which to 
build community? Yes, let's, at least 
until we stray across the Street of 
Many Churches into Little Italy. 

My landmark from whence to start 


THE PERVASIVE SEEDINESS I REMEMBER FROM MY YOUTH AND THE 
PROSPECT OF WITNESSING A REAL LIVE RESTAURANT SHOOTING HAVE FADED INTO MEMORY, 
BUT YOU CAN STILL GET A TORPEDO ROLL STUFFED WITH WIERD ASIAN COLD CUTS, 
SHREDDED CARROTS AND CILANTRO FOR $3. 


I'd argue that any of these vener- 
able establishments deserve inclu- 
sion in the notional Chinatown 
which, besides testifying to the long 
and worthy history of contributions 
to the local community by various 


cultural groups, has upheld the com- 


or less intact and stamped with dates 
that hark back to Alberta’s earliest 
days as a province. 


A More Inclusive Chinatown 
So if the 97th Street area is properly 
Chinatown, what of all the other eth- 
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a Chinatown ramble is Our Lady of 
Combermere Church on 98th Street 
just past 105th Avenue. As a slum- 
ming juvenile, I was entranced by the 
folk-art metal sculpture of the Virgin 
Mother that floats benignly over 
the church a la Casper the Friendly 
Ghost, to which returned frequently 
for artsy black and white snaps. This 
incarnation of Our Lady is appar- 
ently an import from Ontario and 
a Roman Catholic fraternity in the 
Diocese of Pembroke that started 
invoking Jesus’ mom as the specific 
protector of their little town some- 
time in the 1940s. Nope, not very 
exotic at all. 

From there, it’s just a few short steps 
to Universal Karaoke and Audio, one 
of Chinatown’s longest-serving video 
stores, where recent generations of 
slacker Edmontonians have been 
initiated into the wonders of frenetic 
Hong Kong action cinema (before its 
spazzy visual incoherence infected 
Hollywood), tepid Asian softcore, 
and North American entertainment 
products. Of course, Universal isn’t 
the only niche audiovisual store on 
the block and this points to one of 
the greater mysteries suggested by 
Chinatowns across North America — 
how do so many stores selling exact- 
ly the same crap coexist and thrive in 
the same area? Multiple Vietnamese 


sub shops, herbalists, and vendors 
of bridal wear of a palette normally 
associated with cotton candy are one 
thing, but the existence of places like 
Superior Gift and Cutieland — stores 
devoted to the retail of the chintziest, 
most useless objects on earth — defy 
explanation. Just how big is the local 
market for plastic anime-imprinted 
plastic wallets and notepads, acrylic- 
ensconced portraits of dead popes, 
and keychains that mimic tiny 
clusters of grapes? Bigger than you 
think. 


Go For The Food 

Much more sensible, or at least ap- 
prehensible by the intellect, are the 
Asian grocery stores arrayed along 
the south side of 107th Avenue 
Lucky 97 probably needs no intro- 
duction as the Chinese supermarket 
of note, its big parking lot guarded 
by marble lions and crowded with 
mid-morning malt liquor enthusi- 
asts; a few blocks west you'll find 99 
Market, obviously hoping to capital- 
ize on numeric confusion, and Hiep 
Thanh Trading, with its authentic air 
of grotty clutter and total lack of am- 
bient heat. 

Truly, it was pretty much exotic eats 
that brought me to Chinatown in the 
first place: the bowls of noodles and 
red-tinted barbecued pork, cocktail 
buns, and mock lamb hot pots — not 
to mention the surreptitious pots of 
high-test “special tea” that one long- 
gone cafe served well after last call 
The pervasive seediness | remember 
from my youth, and the prospect 
of witnessing a real live restaurant 
shooting, have faded into memory, 
but you can still get a torpedo roll 
stuffed with weird Asian coldcuts, 
shredded carrots, and cilantro for $3. 
I realize this as the Chinatown ram- 
ble comes full circle in Van Loc, an 
entirely charmless Vietnamese sub 
place redolent of mothballs, adjacent 
to a karaoke video store and a shop 
for young couples who want their 
wedding party to look like popsicles. 
Chinatown still harbours its myster- 
ies — like “What did I just bite into?” 
— but at least the price of them hasn't 
gone up much. 
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Served Before The Puck Drops 


COLISEUM PIZZA AND STEAK 
EFFICIENTLY DELIVERS 
DELICIOUS STEAKS IN A SEA 
OF OILERS NOSTALGIA 





COLISEUM PIZZA AND STEAK 
8015-118 Ave, 474-1640 





Walking through the door and smack 
into a line-up in the foyer of Colise- 
um Pizza and Steak on game night, 
one has the feeling of being swept 
into the collective project of getting 
properly fortified for an evening of 
live hockey action. Oilers jerseys 
abound and, at about 5:30 p.m., most 
of the tables in the sprawling prem- 
ises are laden with big plates of large 
food and commensurate adult bever- 
ages in anticipation of the evening's 
contest. 

This night's co-diner, who has also 
generously provided tickets to the 
game, seemed untroubled by the fact 
that we'd made no reservation. And 
rightly so — provided we were willing 
to share a table with some doubtless 
hockey-lovin’ fellow citizens, we'd be 
seated right away. At first glimpse, 
Coliseum could have been any steak- 


house I’ve ever been to on the prai- 
ries: flawlessly neat, intimately lit, 
and moderately luxurious, the sort 
of thing that made the family feel 
like Mother's Day brunch or a par- 
ticularly auspicious report card was 
a genuinely special occasion. But 
what sets the Coliseum’s grotto-like 
interior apart is its proximity to and 
celebration of 1980s 
hockey heyday, most visibly in the 
form of murals bearing what my co- 


Edmonton's 


diner called “speculative” likenesses 
of the Great One and his footmen in 
all their Cup-hoisting glory. 

And though the athletes we’d be 
seeing that night haven’t reached 
the level of veneration of their gilded 
forebears, it seemed we could at least 
count on the one thing generations 
of patrons of this Coliseum had en- 
joyed. We were going to have a great 
steak dinner. ; 

“Can I bring yez something to 
drink?” our server asked by way of 
introduction. Through the meal she 
would prove the platonic ideal of the 
steakhouse server, mature enough 





to unself-consciously call customers 


“dear,” experienced enough to seem 


unrushed and good-natured in her 
bustling section, even as she obses- 
Sively saw to it that our wine and 
water glasses were never dry. We felt 
like we were in good hands 
Tempting as it was to range around 
the 


looked too good to turn down: a 12 oz 


menu, the evening's special 
New York striploin with mushrooms, 
green salad, baked potato, and garlic 
toast for $26.95 — this is the menu 
price of the NY striploin, but usu- 


seum was no less adept at delivering 
value for the money than the wait- 
staff. Or maybe it was my sense of 
nostalgia that made the salad of ice- 
berg lettuce, shredded carrot, and red 
cabbage and generic Italian dress- 
The steak that 


though 


ing taste just right 
followed it was enormous, 
partly obscured by savoury sautéed 
mushrooms, and sided with a foil- 
wrapped baked potato into which a 
young man with a rotating tray of 


THE TAB: $54 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: OLD SCHOOL STEAKHOUSE 
TRY: THE NEW YORK STRIP LOIN 
BEWARE: THE PREGAME RUSH 





ally served without the mushrooms 
Shortly after we ordered, two more 
diners were seated at our table and 
had to put up with our wildly digres- 
sive conversation between slurps of 
shiraz. It seemed so peculiar to pre- 
tend they weren't there that I actu- 
ally asked the person beside me if it 
was alright to go ahead and eat when 
our food arrived 

Obviously the kitchen at the Colli- 


condiments tried to insert half a cup 
of butter, a megadollop of sour cream 
and a generous scoop of bacon bits at 
my behest 

The thick steak itself was superb, 
trimmed to just the necessary fat, 
grilled to an exacting rare, deftly 
dusted with seasonings so that it 
required no further tarting-up and 
obviously delivered with no delay. 
My co-diner took responsibility for 


the front 


keeping up the conversation while I 
cleaved off thin, tender morsels and 
slipped into something of a beef-in- 
duced trance, all my senses concen- 
trated on the pleasure unfolding on 
my palate 

Oriented as they are to a game-go- 
ing crowd, the Coliseum’s staff had 
us billed and out the door in plenty 
of time for the first puck-drop, all 
without making us feel rushed — it 
was worth every penny of the asking 
price 

And 
overstimulated nostalgia glands, the 
Oilers delivered a 


mance where they came out strong, 


as though attuned to our 


classic perfor- 


looked like they were going to cough 
up the entire game to the other team 
in the middle two-thirds, then rallied 
at the end for a commanding 6-4 
victory. | instinctively checked to see 
if my trousers had been magically 
transubstantiated by nostalgia into 
acid-wash denim. No such miracle 
had transpired and the subsequent 
Oiler shitkicking at the hands of the 
Calgary Flames a few nights later 
grounded me in a more current real- 
ity. But hey, that was a terrific steak 





RESTO CAPS » RECENTLY REVIEWED - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 





COLONEL MUSTARD'S CANTEEN 

10802-124 St, 488-1590 

THE TAB: $41 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 
gourmet dinner 

TRY: Caramelized onion and roasted 
tomato pizza ($12) 


EL RANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 
1810-87 St, 471-4930 

THE TAB: $33 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Solid Mexi-Salvadorean fare, 
nice room, indifferent service. 

TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana 


FANTASIA NOODLE HOUSE 
10518 Jasper Ave, 428-0943 


THE TAB: $17.40 for two (food: ori) 
THE GIST: Serviceable Vietnamese 


THE HAT RESTO PUB 

1027] Jasper Ave, 429-447] 

THE TAB: $42.95 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Edmonton greasy-spoon land- 
mark goes upscale 

TRY: The burgers! 


ICHIBAN JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
8750-149 St, 48]-5252 

THE TAB: $50 for two 

THE GIST: Every neighbourhood deserves a 
decent sushi joint 

TRY: Fuji roll ($8.95) 





1 CAFE A 
12408-118 Ave, 445-4646 
THE TAB: $4] for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Primo Turkish eats override a few 
minor detractions 
TRY: The beyti ($15) 


LA SHISH TAOUK 

10106-118 St, 452-1333 

THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Really Lebanese, really 
good 

TRY: Shish Taouk Platter 


MASALAZ 
4218-66 St, 484-0582 
THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 








THE GIST: Affordable, othr south 
Indian cuisine, strip-mall ambience 
TRY: The masala dossa with sambar 
($6.99) 


NYALA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 
10875-98 St, 761-2000 
THE TAB: $40 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Friendly, fiery, filling 
TRY: The kitfo 


PACKRAT LOUIE 

10335-83 Ave, 433-0123 

THE TAB: $112 for four (food only) 
THE GIST: You get what you pay for 
TRY: The roast loin of venison 


PHO AND DI BUN 
ana St, 485-2802 
THE TAB: $23 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Affordable, and authentic 
TRY: The satay skewers and soup 


PIZZERIA PREGO 

5860-I1] St, 439-7734 

THE TAB: $19.49 (12-inch loaded pizza) 
THE GIST: Excellent hand-crafted pizza 
TRY: The salads, 


TAZZA MEDITERRANEAN CAFE 
11523-100 Ave, 488-1901 

THE TAB: $26 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Small but effective menu 
TRY: The fatouche salad ($8.95) 














Visit zwww.seemagazine.com 

for a chance to purchase $50 
Gift Certificates to these great 
restaurants for only $25! 


DELICIOUS 
COLOURFUL 
DISHES 


OFF WHYTE. 
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Chinatown Still Holds Some Mysteries 
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MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

IN THE SECOND IN A SERIES OF 
NEIGHBOURHOOD RAMBLINGS, 
SCOTT TAKES US THOUGH THE 
97TH STREET AREA 





My assignment this week was to take 
a walk around Chinatown and set 
down a thought or two about its pe- 
culiar environs. 

But to refer to Edmonton's “Chi- 
natown” is to conjure an amor- 
phous entity both in terms of 
geographical boundaries and the 
constituent ethnicities that give the 
region its character. Does it start at 
the grandiose Chinese gate near the 
old downtown farmer's market and 
stretch east on 102nd Avenue, or 
is it more rightfully constituted by 
the dense cluster of Asian-owned 


businesses on 97th Street north of 
the Law Courts Building, petering 
out around 107th Avenue, where 
Al Quds Halal Grocery asserts the 
evolving demographic of the neigh- 
bourhood? Similarly, do the Sino- 
centric businesses across from Can- 
ada Place get honorary Chinatown 
inclusion, and what of the Mirama 
Dining Lounge and thereabouts on 
95th Street at the edge of the River 
Valley, where throughout the 1990s 
you could sometimes find a certain 
tipsy provincial potentate presiding 
over Lunar New Year festivities? 


mercial viability and social stability 
in a downtown core that might oth- 
erwise have collapsed in on itself. 
Most of the landmarks cited above, 
for instance, are in close proximity to 
social agencies providing services to 
Edmonton's most marginalized citi- 
zens — the Bissell Centre, the Hope 
Mission, Herb Jamison Centre, etc. 
— because that's their neighbour- 
hood too. And perhaps more than 
most parts of Edmonton, 97th Street 
still offers a glimpse of what the area 
might have looked like back when, 
its low, boxy heritage buildings more 


nicities represented, the Ukrainians 
and Croats with their community 
halls and churches, the Italian bak- 
ery, the Ethiopian, Bornean, Indo- 
nesian, and Vietnamese restaurants, 
the aforementioned halal grocer? 
Shall we let the Chinese stand for 
any group of immigrants who alit in 
Edmonton looking for a home and 
some affordable storefront real estate 
in the downtown area from which to 
build community? Yes, let's, at least 
until we stray across the Street of 
Many Churches into Little Italy. 

My landmark from whence to start 





THE PERVASIVE SEEDINESS I REMEMBER FROM MY YOUTH AND THE 
PROSPECT OF WITNESSING A REAL LIVE RESTAURANT SHOOTING HAVE FADED INTO MEMORY, 
BUT YOU CAN STILL GET A TORPEDO ROLL STUFFED WITH WIERD ASIAN COLD CUTS, 
SHREDDED CARROTS AND CILANTRO FOR $3. 





I'd argue that any of these vener- 
able establishments deserve inclu- 
sion in the notional Chinatown 
which, besides testifying to the long 
and worthy history of contributions 
to the local community by various 


cultural groups, has upheld the com- 


or less intact and stamped with dates 
that hark back to Alberta's earliest 
days as a province. 


A More Inclusive Chinatown 
So if the 97th Street area is properly 
Chinatown, what of all the other eth- 
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K97 


Tix at: Winspear Box Office, (780) 428-1414 
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a Chinatown ramble is Our Lady of 
Combermere Church on 98th Street 
just past 105th Avenue. As a slum- 
ming juvenile, I was entranced by the 
folk-art metal sculpture of the Virgin 
Mother that floats benignly over 
the church a la Casper the Friendly 
Ghost, to which returned frequently 
for artsy black and white snaps. This 
incarnation of Our Lady is appar- 
ently an import from Ontario and 
a Roman Catholic fraternity in the 
Diocese of Pembroke that started 
invoking Jesus’ mom as the specific 
protector of their little town some- 
time in the 1940s. Nope, not very 
exotic at all. 

From there, it’s just a few short steps 
to Universal Karaoke and Audio, one 
of Chinatown's longest-serving video 
stores, where recent generations of 
slacker Edmontonians have been 
initiated into the wonders of frenetic 
Hong Kong action cinema (before its 
spazzy visual incoherence infected 
Hollywood), tepid Asian softcore, 
and North American entertainment 
products. Of course, Universal isn’t 
the only niche audiovisual store on 
the block and this points to one of 
the greater mysteries suggested by 
Chinatowns across North America — 
how do so many stores selling exact- 
ly the same crap coexist and thrive in 
the same area? Multiple Vietnamese 


sub shops, herbalists, and vendors 
of bridal wear of a palette normally 
associated with cotton candy are one 
thing, but the existence of places like 
Superior Gift and Cutieland — stores 
devoted to the retail of the chintziest, 
most useless objects on earth — defy 
explanation. Just how big is the local 
market for plastic anime-imprinted 
plastic wallets and notepads, acrylic- 
ensconced portraits of dead popes, 
and keychains that mimic tiny 
clusters of grapes? Bigger than you 
think. 


Go For The Food 

Much more sensible, or at least ap- 
prehensible by the intellect, are the 
Asian grocery stores arrayed along 
the south side of 107th Avenue. 
Lucky 97 probably needs no intro- 
duction as the Chinese supermarket 
of note, its big parking lot guarded 
by marble lions and crowded with 
mid-morning malt liquor enthusi- 
asts; a few blocks west you'll find 99 
Market, obviously hoping to capital- 
ize on numeric confusion, and Hiep 
Thanh Trading, with its authentic air 
of grotty clutter and total lack of am- 
bient heat. 

Truly, it was pretty much exotic eats 
that brought me to Chinatown in the 
first place: the bowls of noodles and 
red-tinted barbecued pork, cocktail 
buns, and mock lamb hot pots — not 
to mention the surreptitious pots of 
high-test “special tea” that on long- 
gone cafe served well after last call. 
The pervasive seediness I remember 
from my youth, and the prospect 
of witnessing a real live restaurant 
shooting, have faded into memory, 
but you can still get\a torpedo roll 
stuffed with weird Asian coldcuts, 
shredded carrots, and cilantro for $3. 
I realize this as the Chinatown ram- 
ble comes full circle in Van Loc, an 
entirely charmless Vietnamese sub 
place redolent of mothballs, adjacent 
to a karaoke video store and a shop 
for young couples who want their 
wedding party to look like popsicles 
Chinatown still harbours its myster- 
ies — like “What did I just bite into?” 
— but at least the price of them hasn't 
gone up much. 
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DINING : STEAK « BY SCOTT LINGLEY |649 words 


Served Before The Puck Drops 


COLISEUM PIZZA AND STEAK 
EFFICIENTLY DELIVERS 
DELICIOUS STEAKS IN A SEA 
OF OILERS NOSTALGIA 





COLISEUM PIZZA AND STEAK 
8015-118 Ave, 474-1640 





Walking through the door and smack 
into a line-up in the foyer of Colise- 
um Pizza and Steak on game night, 
one has the feeling of being swept 
into the collective project of getting 
properly fortified for an evening of 
live hockey action. Oilers jerseys 
abound and, at about 5:30 p.m., most 
of the tables in the sprawling prem- 
ises are laden with big plates of large 
food and commensurate adult bever- 
ages in anticipation of the evening's 
contest. 

This night's co-diner, who has also 
generously provided tickets to the 
game, seemed untroubled by the fact 
that we'd made no reservation. And 
rightly so — provided we were willing 
to share a table with some doubtless 
hockey-lovin’ fellow citizens, we'd be 
seated right away. At first glimpse, 
Coliseum could have been any steak- 





house I've ever been to on the prai- 
ries: flawlessly neat, intimately lit, 
and moderately luxurious, the sort 
of thing that made the family feel 
like Mother's Day brunch or a par- 
ticularly auspicious report card was 
a genuinely special occasion. But 
what sets the Coliseum’s grotto-like 
interior apart is its proximity to and 
celebration 1980s 
hockey heyday, most visibly in the 


of €dmonton's 


form of murals bearing what my co- 
diner called “speculative” likenesses 
of the Great One and his footmen in 
all their Cup-hoisting glory 

And though the athletes we’d be 
seeing that night haven't reached 
the level of veneration of their gilded 
forebears, it seemed we could at least 
count on the one thing generations 
of patrons of this Coliseum had en- 
joyed. We were going to have a great 
steak dinner 

“Can I bring yez something to 
drink?” our server asked by way of 
introduction. Through the meal she 
would prove the platonic ideal of the 
steakhouse server, mature enough 
to unself-consciously call customers 


“dear,” experienced enough to seem 


RESTO CAPS « RECENTLY REVIEWED - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 





COLONEL MUSTARD’S CANTEEN 

10802-124 St, 488-1590 

THE TAB: $41 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 


unrushed and good-natured in her 
bustling section, even as she obses- 
sively saw to it that our wine and 
water glasses were never dry. We felt 
like we were in good hands 
Tempting as it was to range around 
the menu, the evening's special 
looked too good to turn down: a 12 oz 
New York striploin with mushrooms, 
green salad, baked potato, and garlic 
toast for $26.95 — this is the menu 


price of the NY striploin, but usu- 


seum was no less adept at delivering 
value for the money than the wait- 
staff. Or maybe it was my sense of 
nostalgia that made the salad of ice 
berg lettuce, shredded carrot, and red 
cabbage and generic Italian dress 
ing taste just right. The steak that 
followed it was 


enormous, though 


partly obscured by savoury sautéed 





mushrooms, and sided with a foil- 


wrapped baked potato into which a 


young man with a rotating tray of 





THE TAB: $54 FOR TWO (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: OLD SCHOOL STEAKHOUSE 
TRY: THE NEW YORK STRIP LOIN 
BEWARE: THE PREGAME RUSH 





ally served without the mushrooms 
Shortly after we ordered, two more 
diners were seated at our table and 
had to put up with our wildly digres- 
sive conversation between slurps of 
shiraz. It seemed so peculiar to pre- 
tend they weren't there that I actu- 
ally asked the person beside me if it 
was alright to go ahead and eat when 
our food arrived 

Obviously the kitchen at the Coli- 





THE TAB: $1 740 for! two (food ony 


THE GIST: Serviceable Vietnamese 


THE HAT RESTO PUB 


KAMIL'S TURKISH CAFE ANF 
12408-118 Ave, 445-4646 
THE TAB: $4] for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Primo Turkish eats override a few 





condiments tried to insert half a cup 
of butter, a megadollop of sour cream 
and a generous scoop of bacon bits at 
my behest 

The thick steak itself was superb, 
trimmed to just the necessary fat 
deftly 


dusted with seasonings so that it 


grilled to an exacting rare, 


required no further tarting-up and 
obviously delivered with no delay. 


My co-diner took responsibility for 


the front 


keeping up the conversation while | 
cleaved off thin, tender morsels and 
slipped into something of a beef-in- 
duced trance, all my senses concen- 
trated on the pleasure unfolding on 
my palate 

Oriented as they are to a game-go- 
ing crowd, the Coliseum’s staff had 
us billed and out the door in plenty 
of time for the first puck-drop, all 
without making us feel rushed — it 
was worth every penny of the asking 
pr 1ce 

And, as though attuned to our 
overstimulated nostalgia glands, the 
Oilers delivered a classic perfor- 
mance where they came out strong, 
looked like they were going to cough 
up the 
in the middle two-thirds, then rallied 


entire game to the other team 


at the end for a commanding 6-4 
victory. I instinctively checked to see 
if my trousers had been magically 
transubstantiated by nostalgia into 
acid-wash denim. No such miracle 
had transpired and the subsequent 
Oiler shitkicking at the hands of the 
Calgary Flames a few nights later 
grounded me in a more current real- 
ity. But hey, that was a terrific steak. 





THE GIST: Affordable, authentic south 
Indian cuisine, strip-mall ambience 
TRY: The masala dossa with sambar 
($6.99) 





PHO AND BUN 
10122-79 St, 485-2802 

THE TAB: $23 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Affordable, and authentic 


gourmet dinner 1027] Jasper Ave, 429-447] minor detractions TRY: The satay skewers and soup 
TRY: Caramelized onion and roasted THE TAB: $42.95 for three (food only) TRY: The beyti ($15) NYALA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 
tomato pizza ($12) THE GIST: Edmonton greasy-spoon land- 10875-98 St, 761-2000 PIZZERIA PREGO 


LA SHISH TAOUK 
10106-118 St, 452-1333 
THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 


mark goes upscale 
TRY: The burgers! 


THE TAB: $40 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Friendly, fiery, filling 
TRY: The kitfo 


5860-11] St, 439-7734 
THE TAB: $19.49 (12-inch loaded pizza) 
THE GIST: Excellent hand-crafted pizza 


EL RANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 
1810-87 St, 471-4930 


THE TAB: $33 for two (food only) ICHIBAN JAPANESE RESTAURANT THE GIST: Really Lebanese, really TRY: The salads. 
THE GIST: Solid Mexi-Salvadorean fare, 8750-149 St, 481-5252 good PACKRAT LOUIE 
nice room, indifferent service. THE TAB: $50 for two TRY: Shish Taouk Platter 10335-83 Ave, 433-0123 TAZZA MEDITERRANEAN CAFE 


TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana THE GIST: Every neighbourhood deserves a 
decent sushi joint 


TRY: Fuji roll ($8.95) 


THE TAB: $112 for four (food only) 
THE GIST: You get what you pay for 
TRY: The roast loin of venison 


11523-100 Ave, 488-190) 

THE TAB: $26 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Small but effective menu 
TRY: The fatouche salad ($8.95) 


MASALAZ 
4218-66 St, 484-0582 
THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 


FANTASIA NOODLE HOUSE 
10518 Jasper Ave, 428-0943 
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LIFESTYLE » FASHION - BY MARLISS WEBER |628 words 


Choosing Your Nature-Loving Threads 


NEW FABRICS MAY BOAST OF 
ECO-FRIENDLY BENEFITS, BUT 
CONSUMERS TODO THEIR 
RESEARCH 





Going au naturel doesn’t necessarily 
mean what it used to. Now, natural 
fibres are all the rage, and have been 


hailed as the new wonder-cloths in = 


the fashion world: they're comfort- 
able to wear, they’re easy to care for, 
and they might even have anti-mi- 
crobial and UV protective qualities. 
Organic or recycled cotton, linen, 
hemp and even bamboo are making 
waves as the green revolution hits 
clothing markets and fashion design- 
ers alike. 

“These fabrics are great,” says An- 
drew Gonzalez, owner of Lucid Life- 
style Eco Apparel on Whyte Avenue. 
“Natural eco fabrics are healthier for 
you and for the planet,” he says. “For 
you, they're more breathable and 
they keep you cool or warm, based 
on their natural properties.” 

And for the planet, natural fibres 
come from renewable resources 
like plants, as opposed to oil-based 
products like polyester and spandex. 
Gonzalez also works hard to ensure 
his suppliers employ ethical busi- 
ness practices, using fair trade fab- 
rics to support the cloth industry in 
developing countries, and upholding 
responsible and sustainable agricul- 
tural practices in the production of 
the cloth in the first place. “Even in 
fashion,” he says, “it’s possible to be 
green and ethical.” 

But as University of Alberta hu- 
man ecology professors Nancy Kerr 
and Rachel McQueen point out, the 
fabric manufacturing process is so 


complex that even the most alert 
consumer watchdog can trace back 
the production chain only so far. 
“Many fabrics are produced far from 
the raw ingredients’ point of origin,” 
says McQueen. “Which does mean 
a shipping footprint, as well as, in 
many cases, a lack of transparency 
in the whole process. Although the 
suppliers may be Canadian, and may 
state eco and ethical practices, the 
manufacturing plants may well be in 
China, for example, where they don’t 
have as stringent environmental 
rules as North America or Europe.” 
Not to mention the manufacturing 
process itself. “Even though manu- 


some anti-microbial properties,” says 
McQueen. “But by the time it's pro- 
cessed into a cloth, I have a very hard 
time believing any of those natural 
properties are left. Not to mention 
that most bamboo cloth producers 
are in China, and hold their propri- 
etary secrets dear, so we just don't 
know exactly how the chemicals in 
the process are being used, or how 
they're being disposed.” 

Which is not to say that natural fi- 
bres aren't great. McQueen says she 
loves wearing clothing made from 
bamboo, as well as cotton, linen, and 
other natural fibres, but she says con- 
sumers still have to think critically. 


A BAMBOO FOREST CAN REGENERATE IN THREE OR FOUR 
YEARS, RATHER THAN THE 20 YEARS IT TAKES FOR A PINE 
FOREST, SO IN THIS WAY, BAMBOO IS MORE ECO-FRIENDLY 


facturers are using natural fibres, in 
many cases it still takes chemicals to 
process the fabrics,” says Kerr, who 
is also a textile expert. For example, 
take some lovely, soft, stretchy bam- 
boo workout wear? “It’s rayon,” says 
Kerr, Traditional rayon is made out 
of wood, and a process of chemical 
baths breaks down the fibres to cre- 
ate the soft, processed fabric. “Bam- 
boo is perhaps a better choice for 
the production of rayon, rather than 
old growth wood,” says McQueen. 
“A bamboo forest can regenerate in 
three or four years, rather than the 
20 years it takes for a pine forest. 
So, in this way, bamboo is more eco- 
friendly.” 

But it's not necessarily a wonder 
fabric. “The plant, bamboo, may have 


So what are some other eco fab- 
ric options? “Recycled cotton is 
very good,” Kerr suggests. Recycled 
cotton uses the bale ends of cotton 
fabric that are cut off at the facto- 
ries, and then reduced back down to 
the fibres to start the process over 
again. “It makes sense to me to use 
this scrap cotton,” Kerr says, “rather 
than filling a landfill with it.” 

Recycled polyester makes use of 
plastic recyclables like pop bottles, 
and even seaweed is used these days 
in the production of a cloth called 
Seacell. 

Ultimately, says McQueen, the de- 
mand for greener practices in cloth- 
ing production must come from con- 
sumers, by getting informed before 
heading to the shops. 


Au Naturel | Caitlin Scruggs and Andrew Gonza 





les in Lucid Lifestyle clothing. Scruggs’ dress is 
bamboo organic cotton, by Hug Me, $98. Her coat is a hemp and organic cotton blend by Grace and 
Cello, $100. Gonzales’ pants are organic french terry by Twice Shy, $65. His shirt is a hemp and organic 





cotton blend by Livity, $28. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 








DRINKING - SCARY CONCOCTIONS |594 words 


What Do You Serve With Fermented Seagull? 





BOOZEMUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
IN HONOUR OF HALLOWEEN, 
OUR DRINK CRITIC OFFERS AN 
ASSORTMENT OF THE MOST 
GHOULISH DRINKS ON EARTH 





Welcome to the Booze Muse's special 
Halloween edition! I present here a 
collection of some truly horrifying 
alcoholic beverages that people actu- 
ally drink of their own volition — and 
not just for some seasonal ghoulish 
prank. These concoctions go way be- 
yond a mere worm in your shotglass. 
Most of this stuff was created and 
consumed for their supposed ben- 
eficial properties, medicinal or oth- 


» erwise, though I suspect some were 


invented on a dare. I mean, come on 
— fermented seagull? Seriously? 

Keep reading at your own risk, and 
if you end up having nightmares of 
the horrors described below, just re- 
member: | did warn you. 


Snake Wine Wonders 

Snake wine, which originated in Viet- 
nam and is fairly common through- 
out Southeast Asia, is probably the 
most common alcoholic concoction 
made from animals. 

To be clear: this isn't wine made 
from fermented snakes, but rather 
a mixture of rice wine and whole 
snakes, usually venomous. A dead 


~ snake is placed in a bottle and then 


covered with rice wine and left to 
“steep” for many months. Some- 
times only one large snake is used; 
other times the bottle is packed full 
of little ones. The alcohol denatures 
the venom, so the resulting mixture 
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is not poisonous — though I’m sure 
it's still got some bite to it (bad pun 
fully intended). Once the mixture 
is done brewing, it is consumed 
in small doses as a tonic. An alter- 
nate involves taking only part of the 
snake (usually the blood or bile from 
the gall bladder), mixing it with al- 
cohol, then drinking it immediately 
while still fresh. 

Snakes are believed to possess 
strong medicinal qualities, especially 
the venomous ones. In fact, some 
claim that snake wine can cure ev- 
erything from hair loss to myopia to 
impotency. 

However, snake wine is illegal in 
many countries because the snakes 
used to make the wine are often en- 
dangered, such as king cobras. But 
did you really need an excuse not to 
have a sip? 

Many other versions of snake 
wine, made from all sorts of dif- 
ferent creepy crawlies, can found 


throughout the world. They are typi- 
cally made in one of the two methods 
described above — steeping or mixing 
parts of the critters with some kind 
of strong alcohol, usually rice wine. 
And dozens of different creatures 
find their way into the finished prod- 
uct. There's Cambodian tarantula 
wine, made from squashed-up spider 
parts and rice wine, and drunk for its 
restorative and healing properties. Or 
how about Korean baby mice wine, 
made from newborn mice no older 
than a couple days — still furless, 
with those beady little eyes still bliss- 
fully shut? People around the world 
make wine from turtles, beetles and 
other insects, geckos, and even birds 
— which leads us to the next horrify- 
ing example of gruesome booze ... 


Chateau Seagull 

No, you didn’t misread that. Appar- 
ently the Inuit have been making 
alcohol from these screeching shore- 


birds for a long time. 

The process is simple enough: 
acquire a recently deceased seagull 
(maybe even killing one yourself for 
maximum freshness), stuff it in a 
bottle (I'll leave it up to you to figure 
out the logistics behind that), top it 
up with water, and let it sit in the sun 
until it's done fermenting. 

Curiously, seagull wine isn’t touted 
as being particularly beneficial for 
your health. 

There are undoubtedly plenty of 
other frightening types of booze out 
there. I’ve heard rumours of stuff 
made from cow urine, pig placenta, 
and bat guano. While I haven't been 
able to substantiate those rumours, 
1 wouldn’t be very surprised to hear 
that they do exist. 

Obviously you aren’t going to be 
finding any of these in your local li- 
quor store. For the most part, you'll 
have to visit the place of origin for a 
sample. That is, if you want to. 
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¢ ST. OCT 31-NOV 1 Get up close and personal with these 
fascinating creatures with information and activities. Info: 
| 452-9100/www.telusworldofscience.com/edmonton, 
2009 SALVOS PRELORENTZOS PEACE AWARD(ITY =| : 
HALL, #1SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, NOV 2 Acelebra- | ptr bred EARTHQUAKE FUNDRAISER 
tion for recipient Michael Phair. With guest speaker James | di d sishee te T6106 STNOVA fundraising 
Loney, and a performance by Kat Danser. Info: 462-6234, inner, and silent auction to raise funds for the victims 


Tickets: www.tixonthesquare.ca/420-1757, 
COMMUNITY SUPPER & SPEAKER SERIES MCDOUGALL ’ 
UNITED CHURCH, 10025-101 ST. OCT29 Hosted by the | WITCH'S BALL ELMWOOD COMMUNITY HALL, 16415-83 


McDougall United Church. Info: 428-1818. AVE. OCT 31 Dinner, dance, and silent auction. Tickets: $35 at 


| door. Info: 454-0187. 
CREEPY CRAWLER 5 VARIOUS LOCATIONS OCT 3] Pub : 
crawl. Info: www.edmontonpubcrawls.com. Tickets: www. WRITER'S CIRCLE CARROT COMMNITY ARTS COFFEE 


ticketmaster.ca. sae - 1-118 AVE Writing workshop every Tue of month, 
DEVILS NIGHT ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235-101 ST. OCT 30 ors at7 Lm. 


Info: www.edmontonpubs.com. W E ETI N G S 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 
ALBERTA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRES ASSOCIA- 


10322-83 AVE. OCT 29 Info: www.edmontonghosttours. 
| TIONBENT ARROW HEALING SOCIETY, 2ND FLOOR, 1017-150 


com/469-3187, 
FARMERS MARKET ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY 
ST.NOV 4 A community meeting to asses the needs 


CENTRE, 9218-118 AVE. Every Thu, year round. 






Doors at 2 p.m. and gaps in services available to Aboriginal 
FRINGE FRIGHT NIGHT TRANSALTA people when they move to Edmonton. 6 
ARTS BARNS, 10330-84 AVE. OCT 31 p.m, Info: www.anfca.com, 


HOT PICK 


Aserial killer showcase tour and EDMONTON-LEDUC NDP: NOMI- 


killer costume party produced PANNIERS VAIO) NATION MEETING RIVERBEND 
by Fringe Theatre Adventures PE, Gs PRIZE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 460 RIVERBEND 
Society. Info: www.fringetheatre. Given to Michael Phair SQUARE, OCT 297 p.m. 
(a/409.1910, Nov2 OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
HALLOWEEN PARTY ROSE & CITY HALL MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL, 16940-87 
CROWN, #195, 10235-101 ST. OCT 31 AVE. Weekly support meetings. Il a.m. 
Info: www.edmontonpubs.com. Info: 423-2546. 

HALLOWEEN SCIENCE SHOW TELUS 


WORLD OF SCIENCE, 11211-142 ST. OCT 31-NOV 1 Dr. Agar 
presents a spooktacular demonstration. Info: 452-9100/ | 
www.telusworldofscience.com/edmonton, 
HAUNTED MUSEUM ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, | Info: 633-6157/www.karmatashiling.ca 

10230 JASPER AVE. OCT 31 Info: 422.6223/www.artgal- | CREATIVE WRITING FOR THE SECOND LANGUAGE 
leryalberta.com. WRITER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE, 7 WINSTON 
PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720-102 | CHURCHILL SQUARE OCT 7-NOV 25 Info: 422-B174/www 

AVE. NOV 4 Doors at7 p.m. Info: www.winspearcentre.com. writersguild.ab.ca. 

RUTHERFORD HOUSE: DINNER AND A MOVIE EDMONTON YO-YO CLUB WEST EDMONTON MALL, 8882 
RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 11153 SASKATCHEWAN DRIVE, OCT30A | 170ST.OCT261p.m. Outside of T &T Supermarket. 

screening of Night of the Living Dead, witha meal prepared | FERTILITY AWARENESS CHARTING CIRCLE BLOCK 

by Arbour Restaurant. Info: 427-3995. | 1912, 10361 WHYTE AVE. OCT 24 An information session on 
SALSA FREAKS HALLOWEEN PARTY NORTHGATE LIONS, | reproductive health through all stages of a woman's life 
7524-139 AVE. OCT 31 Info: www.salsaddiction.com/701-777. | First Wednesday of every month. 6:30 p.m. Info: www. 
SPIDER SCIENCE TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 11211-142 fertilityawarenesschartingcircle.org. 
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OILERS HOCKEY 


Wy olerveynntiare Me r-lil=1-3 
Thursday Oct 29 vs Detroit 
Saturday Oct 31 vs Boston 

Monday Nov 2 vs New York PPV 






8900 114 Street, Edmonton 
Students’ Union Building 7" flr 


di iIDENTS 
UNION 


—— 


Molson Canadian 
Pints $4.25 Jugs $12.75 





SPORTS BAR 


Win Oilers hockey tickets at Schanks Sports Bar 
during every Oilers game 


7 ; 9927-178 Street | 780 444-2125 
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LEARN MORRIS DANCE #19 KEEGANO HALL, RICHFIELD 
RD.-36A AVE. Every Saturday. Free Lessons. 10 a.m. info: 
475-1826. 

NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH LOIS HOLE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, 17650-69 AVE. NOV 3 A series of writing sessions 
that will challenge aspiring writers to start their journey. 
Info: www.epLca. 








| NOBODY IS AN ISLAND HEALTHWORKS, 10303-65 AVE. 


| VISITING LECTURESHIP IN HUMAN RIGHTS MYER 


BUDDHISM FOR BEGINNERS 10502-70 AVE. OCT 15-NOV27_| 





OCT 3] Ahealth and wellness workshop. Info: 967-9162 os 7 





HOROWITZ THEATRE, STUDENT'S UNION BUILDING, U OF A 
NOV 3 Madam Justice Rosalie Silberman Abella presents a 
lecture on Human Rights. Info: 492 6442/www.ualberta. 
a/-lecture. 


QUEER 


TONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS Info: www.groups yahoo. 
com/group/edmonton_illusions/387-3343. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. 

A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and transgen- 

dered men to discuss current issues and to offer support to 

each other. Every Sun. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: robwells780@ 
hotmail.com. 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. A social 

and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 

to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 

Thu. Doors at | p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. | 
TTIQ PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. A mixed gender open 

support group addressing the needs of transsexual and | 
transgendered individuals. Meetings take placethe first | | 
and third Sun. of the month, and start at 12 p.m. For more 
information: admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org. | 





Live Music 


Friday, October 30th & 
Saturday, October 31st 























presents 


ENSEMBLE MUJIRUSHI 


ENSEMBLE Raw and sultry avaggs@arce ViGitaneG aii, mpergroup..” 
= EJ feast of music, dagige and videgsivnich they Tom Widway 
MUJIRUSHI _ playon thei@vember EGpepean tour [he Edi@Aagon Journal 






Het 
FREAM! 


Saturday November 7, 2009 8:00 P.M. 


Knoppers Hall The King’s University College 9125 - 50 Street 
Tickets $10 (adults) and $5 (seniors, students, low income) 
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MUSIC 


66 NOWADAYS, EVERYONE’S LOOKING FOR THE NEXT ARCADE FIRE, 
AND THOSE KINDS OF BANDS ARE ONE IN A MILLION. 





MUSIC PREVIEW -BAND AT A CROSSROADS - BY MIKE DEANE |716 words 


Young Galaxy Approaches Adulthood 


THE MONTREAL SHOEGAZERS 
HAVE LEFT THEIR COMFY 
HOME AT ARTS AND CRAFTS 
AND ARE MAKING A GO OF IT 
AS AN INDIE 





YOUNG GALAXY 

w/ Bend Sinister. Brixx Bar and Grill (10030-102 St). Fri, Oct 
30 (9pm). Tickets: $12 (available through Ticketmaster, 
Megatunes and Blackbyrd). 





Montreal's Young Galaxy is all 
grown up. But just three years ago, 
Young Galaxy was in its infancy, 
with core members Catherine Mc- 
Candless and Stephan Ramsay mov- 
ing to Montreal from Vancouver and 
recording a shoegazery studio proj- 
ect that made its way to the ears of 
Canada's premier indie label, Arts 
and Crafts 

Young Galaxy had not even per- 
formed live at that point, but Arts 
and Crafts took them in and released 
their eponymous debut in 2007. 
Then, like rebellious teens, Young 
Galaxy made a move that many 
struggling Canadian indies would 
find inconceivable: they left Arts 
and Crafts — home to such illustri- 
ous bands as Broken Social Scene 
and Feist — to independently release 
their sophomore album. The band 
is currently touring across Canada 
in support of that release, Invisible 
Republic, a dark but hopeful mix 
of electro-pop, moody ballads, and 
synth-rock 

If my conversation with vocalist/ 
guitarist/keyboardist/songwriter 
Stephan Ramsay while the band is 
en route-to play in his hometown of 
Nanaimo is any indication, the band 
is embracing its independence. This 
is their first tour as an indie band, 
and Ramsay says the experience 
isn't much different than it was be- 
fore; it just takes more work. 


Not Fade Away | Young Galaxy may have given op the support of the Arts and Crafts label, but they have no intention of disappearing from the Canadian music scene. PHOTO BY JOE YARMUSH 


“To be blunt,” says Ramsay (who 
sfill’shares core songwriting duties 
with McCandless, even as the band 
has expanded to a four-piece, round- 
ed out by Stephen Kamp and Max 
Henry), “when we went out the first 
time, being an Arts and Crafts band 
didn’t really draw that many people 
We're not seeing big differences in 
the crowds in places like Winnipeg 
and Regina, and I think what that 
tells us is that it’s a big country, and it 
takes a lot of time and energy spent 
in every place and touring as much 
as you can. It takes a lot more than 
having a name behind you; there 
are a lot of bands out there, so you 
have to win people over one fan at a 
time.... It's a double-edged sword, ul- 
timately, because there’s more work 
involved in doing it yourself, but we 


tf 


like the work.” 

And taking the independent route 
may be the only way that a band like 
Young Galaxy can grow and develop 
if they’re not an instant success. 
(Indeed, the slow sales of that first 
album, and differences over how to 
promote Invisible Republic appar- 
ently contributed to their decision 
to part ways with Arts and Crafts.) 
Society's weakness for quick fixes 
and instant gratification is a recur- 
ring theme on the disc, especially 
on songs like “Disposable Times.” 
Ramsay says that's a topic that's still 
very much on the band’s mind as 
they tour the album 

“A lot of bands don’t even hit their 
stride until a number of records in,” 





Ps ANCOR Nes re 


the '70s, the deals were structured 
around developing acts into bands 
that could sell a lot of records. [La- 
bels] understood that bands needed 
to develop 

“Nowadays, everyone's looking 
for the next Arcade Fire, and those 
kinds of bands are one ina million. It 
takes four or five records for a band 
to get that good, it doesn't just hap- 
pen. A band like that is the excep- 
tion to the norm; it’s not the norm 
itself. That's why we've put so much 
effort into a record, into making it 
an album.” 

Self-aware and self-reliant, Young 
Galaxy is entering a new stage in its 
development — you might say it's 
finished its college years, done its 





Galaxy to share what they’ve learned 
with other bands that are just find- 
ing their footing. 

“If I was going to give advice to 
anybody who wanted to do what 
we're doing,” Ramsay offers, “I 
would say it’s a good thing to under- 
stand every aspect of what you do, 
from the business to the creative 
side, because the more you know 
the more control you have over the 
terms of success. It still remains to 
be seen how it's going to shake down 
for us, but so far it's good because 
we're learning how to succeed on 
our own terms. 

“And I think if it works, if we 
do succeed, it bodes well for oth- 
er bands, just knowing that you 











Ted Wright Scares Small Children! | Okay, actually he doesn't. He’s nice. We're just still trying to 
find a way to make The James T. Kirks fit into our Halloween theme. PHOTO BY ZOLTAN VARADI 
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he notes. “As shitty and exploit- backpacking through Europe and can succeed being completely 
ative as the music industry was in _ found itself. Now, it's time for Young _ independent.” 

HOT TICKETS : THE WEEK’S MUST-SEE SHOWS: 

WATCH THE SKIES! IN DISGUISE! GALS AND GUYS! 

The James T. Kirks Bands as Bands/DJs as DJs Blood and Candy 


New City Likwid Lounge | Nov. 5 


Let's see ... how can we make this show tie 
into Halloween? Well, the opening band is 
Old Wives, which sounds like a synonym for 
witches, right? Oh! And The James T. Kirks 
once recorded a song called “Robot Death 
March," which is a pretty scary image. Also, 
did you ever see that Halloween episode of 
Star Trek where Kirk and Spock beam down 
to a planet where there's a sexy women who 
can change into a cat and Scotty and Sulu 
get turned into mindless zombies, and these 
aliens have a little Enterprise voodoo doll? 
How nuts was that, right? 


{ 





Starlite Room | Oct. 31 


Here's what we love about the annual “Bands 
as Bands” Halloween show. Not only is the 
lineup a parade of great local groups dress- 
ing up and performing as illustrious bands 
from rock history — this year's roster includes 
Down the Hatch as Nirvana, The Maykings 
as R.E.M. (I.R.S. years), and Darrek Anderson 
and the Guaranteed as Guided by Voices — 
but the Starlite compound's three rooms will 
be transformed as well: The Starlite itself 
will be The Whiskey-A-Go-Go, The Temple 
will be Studio 54, and Brixx will be CBGB. Can 
we dress up as our favourite groupie? 





The ARTery | Oct. 30 


The “Blood” is BrontoScorpio, the demented 
local thrash-metal band with the electronic 
drums, the two female lead singers, and the 
buckets of stageblood always at the ready. 
The “Candy” is Christian Hansen and the Au- 
tistics, the synth-addicted art-poppers with 
the big heart, the charismatic choreography, 
and the irresistible new album. They're com- 
bining forces for this special night-before- 
Halloween event that promises not to stint 
on the gore or the grooves. Space is limited to 
149 people, so get your tickets early — they're 
$12, available at Blackbyrd and Listen. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - LOCAL BAND. BY CURTIS WRIGHT 463 words 


Their Van Was Wrecked, 


AUTO ACCIDENT, BE DAMNED 
— THE LOCAL BAND THE 
RAPTORS SAY IT’S ABOUT 
TIME FOR THEM TO PLAY TO 
STRANGERS 





THE RAPTORS 

w/ members of Drive By Punch, No Heat Tomorrow, A Trophy 
Life, The Pawn Shop (10551-82 Ave). Sat, Oct 31 (8pm). 
Tickets: $10. 





A band can only play hometown 
shows for so long before they need to 
spread their sound into the unknown 
— and that first tour can be a miser- 


we hit some ice, and ... demolished 
our trailer,” says Raptors frontman 
Jon Lovell with a laugh “Right out 
of the gates we ran into trouble. We 
barely made it to our first show in 
Victoria. But we're committed to do 
ing this. We're not slowing down. As 
long as no one got injured or killed 
we're good. The show must go on.” 
The band has chosen not to take 
that accident as a bad omen. Sure 
their trailer got destroyed, but that’s 
only a tiny setback on their road to 
success — their definition of success, 


anyway. “I suppose your definition of 





“BEING WORLD-TOUR FAMOUS AND OPENING 
UP FOR U2? THAT’S MAYBE SOMETHING 
I THOUGHT ABOUT WHEN I WAS MAYBE 16, BUT NOW 
IT’S NOT REALLY WHAT I ASPIRE TO DO.” 





able failure or a first step into rock 
stardom. Taking it in stride is the 
only way to stay sane when you're 
out there risking it all for a chance at 
winning over a few more fans 

Two short hours into their first 
jaunt outside of Alberta, a mishap 
befell The Raptors that would have 
caused more faint-hearted bands to 
turn around and call it a day. “We're, 
like, 10 minutes outside of Edson and 


‘making it’ depends on many things 
Is it selling millions of records, be- 
ing world-tour famous and opening 
up for U2? That's maybe something | 
thought about when I was maybe 16, 
but now that I’ve been playing music 
and playing in bars for 10 years, it’s 
not really what | aspire to do. Maybe 
| aspire to be potentially making my 
living doing this, but we take it in 
little steps. For our first full-length, 





PHOTO SUPPLIE 
my goal was to sell 1,000 records, 
that 


take it on tour and see if people are 


and we did Now we want to 
receptive to it. It’s important to take 
positive steps forward and try not to 
become stagnant.” 

The drive to get outside of Edmon- 
ton is a big step for Lovell and The 





Raptors, who are rounded out by 


In The White Room With Black T-Shirts | “The show must go on!” says Raptors frontman Jon Lovell, with or without a van to get around in 


Terence Sanan and Orion Schelle 
They cut their teeth playing shows in 
Edmonton, but now it's time to ven- 
ture outside their comfort zone 

“A lot of bands that play for a while 
see a bit of success with all of their 
friends coming out and then they 
sort of stop,” Lovell says. “But there's 
a huge difference between friends 


MUSIC 


But Not Their Hopes 





and fans. In your own city, you can 
always get friends to come out and 
see you play, but when you tour, you 
have to develop and find people that 
honestly appreciate and love music 
and not just be your friends. When 
we're playing. I don’t care if it’s for 
100 people or it’s for one. The show 
must go on. It has to go on!” 
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MUSIC PREVIEW » PUNK « BY KATHLEEN BELL |720 words 


Disaster Of Disguise 





Flakes Of Snow | Not even an Alberta blizzard can keep the members of Let's Dance from living up to their name. PHOTO BY SHAUGHN BUTTS 


EVEN IF LET'S DANCE 
FRONTMAN BEN DISASTER 
CAN'T PICK OUT A COSTUME, 
HE'LL STILL HAVE A GREAT 
HALLOWEEN 





LET'S DANCE 

w/ The Get Down, No Problem, The Mitts, Geister. New 
City Likwid Lounge (10081 Jasper Ave). Fri, Oct 30 (9pm). 
Tickets: $8 (with costume)/S10 (without). 





Let's Dance is throwing a Halloween 
party, and frontman Ben Disaster 
has nothing to wear. He’s still in the 
spitballing, brainstorming, Venn dia- 
gram phase of the Halloween game. 
I’m not judging or anything. I'm a 
big proponent of the last-minute cos- 
tume, but if he doesn’t come up with 
something soon, he may not get the 
two-dollar “with costume” discount 
at his own show. 

“We've talked about doing group 
costumes,” he sighs, eyes drop- 
ping down to his beer on a quiet 
Wednesday evening at the Empress 
Ale House. “We've talked about do- 
ing Ernest from each Ernest [moy- 
ie], but we realized that would be 
too ridiculous.” 

Epic disguise or ramshackle outfit, 
it doesn’t really matter. This Hallow- 
een, Let's Dance just wants you to 








10442 whyte ave 439.1273 
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have a place to, well, dance at a low, 
low price, because trick-or-treating 
isn’t as economical as it used to be. 
“T've personally found that Hallow- 
een is becoming a holiday where 
clubs Cari make money off of peo- 
ple,” he says. “Halloween'’s become 
the new New Year's.” 

Which is downright frightening 
when clearly the best thing about 
the holiday when you're a kid is its 
obvious cheapness. “When you're 
younger, you don't appreciate it 
as much, but you can basically eat 
for weeks for free,” Disaster says 
with a laugh 

Eating for free and low-cost fun 
have long been the domain of the 
punk rocker. Eternally broke, Di- 
saster is well aware of the choices 
he makes and how little money his 
pursuits afford him. But the payoff 
here isn’t in the dollars and cents. 
“I don’t want to be cliché and say 
that punk rock saved my life,” he 
says, “but punk rock totally changed 
my life in the best way possible. It 
motivated me to get out of a small 
town, to do every single thing that 
you could do, There are some things 
that are set for you, there are lines. 
When you're willing to break those 
lines and be completely broke for 
the rest of your life for a pure pas- 
sion — that just gives you more en- 
ergy and more of a raw feeling that 
you can't even put onto paper. It 
consumes you.” 

Right now, that energy is driving 
the production of new music at diz- 
zying speeds. With a 7” comp up for 
release as soon as it’s back from mas- 
tering, Let's Dance is already think- 
ing about their next effort, an LP 
they'll start working on in Novem- 
ber. “We want to make an album, we 
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don’t want to make just songs on a 
piece of wax,” he explains. “We want 
to have flow and a theme. Before we 
wrote a lot about girls and teen stuff, 
and I think we grew up and got a lit- 
tle bit more bitter, I started realizing 
that there are kids singing along to 
our songs. I don’t want them to sing 
about my love life; I want them to, 
you know, recycle properly and not 
spit their gum on the sidewalk. Teach 
He-Man life lessons.” 

But growing up normally means 
maturing, calming down, and realiz- 
ing your limitations, none of which 
is very punk. “Ina sense, you have to 
calm down to make it better,” Disas- 
ter admits. “Sometimes putting on a 
good show means not going crazy. 
For me, personally, every show | 
treat like the last show I'll ever play. 
In a sense, it defines you, what you 
do as an everyday human: that's you. 
So to sing in a punk band and to tour, 
that’s you, and you better go out and 
give it 150 per cent, you know? It 
doesn't matter how high the fall is. 
That's your moment. I always look at 
it as, if I die tomorrow or if | die in 
my sleep or if I choke on my vomit, 
at least I gave it my all that last time. 
Sometimes things don’t work out. 
There's no danger pay, except for 
your own memories.” 

In a way, it’s an ethos that’s par- 
ticularly appropriate for Halloween. 
Beyond the pursuit of candy, All Hal- 
lows Eve is supposed to be the one 
day a year when we recognize the 
thin veil that divides the living from 
the dead. So maybe we can forgive 
Disaster if he never quite comes 
up with the perfect costume — he 
acknowledges how close we are to 
being ghosts ourselves every time 
he plays. 


JOSEPH LAI’S CHALLENGING 
| NEW CLARINET SONATA 
EVOKES THE SPIRIT OF 
IMPRESSIONISTS LIKE 
DEBUSSY AND RAVEL 





| VIVELAFRANCE! 

Featuring Jeff Campbell and Joseph Lai. Strathcona Baptist 
| Church (8318-104 St). Sun, Nov 1 (2pm). Admission by 
donation. 





Composer and pianist Joseph Lai is 





| living proof of classical music’s uni- 

versality and wide, lasting influence 

across time and distance. Of Chinese 

| descent — he and his family settled in 
Canada in 1973 — the sources of his 

' compositional language are found 
elsewhere. 


“Ever since I remember, | have 
drawn inspiration from the French 
| on the one hand and the Slavonic 
composers on the other,” Lai ex- 
| plains. “And while there are many 
| reasons for it, my repertoire as a 
| student was the determining factor. 
I grew up with this music, analyzed 


its always elegant and restrained 
selection of compositional means, 
learned to play it, learned to respect 
it... and then learned to love it. I can 
see a long line of French composers, 
stretching from Fauré to Debussy 
and Ravel, and finally to Messi- 
aen and Dutilleux, each generation 
emerging from and influenced by 
the earlier one. What an exemplary, 
harmonious evolution! 

“From the 
ers, Dmitri Shostakovich, Sergei 
Prokofiev, Karol Szymanowski, or 
Witold Lutostawski,” Lai continues, 
impeccably pronouncing each name, 
“I took their characteristic nostalgia 
and respect for folk music. Their 
poetics has such breadth of expres- 
sion and so much space! And it is 
important to realize that both the 
French and the Slavs were eager to 
look beyond the confines of their 
respective cultures.” 

Certainly. If Richard Wagner may 
still be seen as a musical chauvinist, 
then Debussy was the first to un- 


Slavonic compos- 





Chasing Amis | The new sonata by Joseph Lai (left) has a Gallic air, and clarinettist Jeff Campbell 
(right) will do his best to bring it out. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


MUSIC PREVIEW « NEW SONATA! - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 568 words 


Paris Match 





derstand the beauty of the gamelan 
and its usefulness of such musics in 
expanding one's craft. Lai’s newest 
work, the Clarinet Sonata Op. 9, re- 
sulted from a similar attitude — but 
in the reverse direction. 

“Wouldn't it be a bit too easy to 
expect me, a composer of Chinese 
descent, to start using Chinese ele- 
ments in my music?” Lai asks. “Well, 
like Debussy, I’m open to other cul- 
tures, and hence my fascination with 
the French! In this new sonata you 
will hear particularly strong influ- 
ences of Debussy and Ravel, so- 
called Impressionists. | wanted to 
write a modern work which would 
nonetheless appeal to the wider au- 
dience, fond of the ‘French’ finesse 
and narrative lightness. Surely, I am 
a composer who doesn’t write music 
intended to be novel for novelty’s 
sake. It’s not my goal. I want to speak 
very directly — and I am open about 
it! Yet this is not a simplistic work. 
On the contrary, it is of extreme 
technical difficulty, and I owe a lot to 


“THIS IS ONE TOUGH PIECE! BUT I NOW FEEL 
THAT IT MAY ENJOY A LIFE ON ITS OWN.” 


my friend Jeff Campbell, for whom | 
wrote it. Jeff helped me edit many of 
the most challenging passages.” 

“Ah, this is one tough piece!” af- 
firms Campbell, the award-winning 
virtuoso admired for his tone and 
ability, “but I now feel that it may 
enjoy a life on its own, performed by 
other clarinettists. = 

“Joseph is a proud and fiercely in- 
dependent man — he’s known for 
that. But here, he actually listened 
to my suggestions. There is so much 
good stuff in the sonata, a lot of 
well-written melodies, it would be 
a shame to let it slip into oblivion 
because of a few sections, which 
only the most committed soloists 
would ever want to learn. I have re- 
spect for Joseph for listening to me 
and making the music almost uni- 
formly accessible from the technical 
point of view.” 

Indeed, it looks like this major new 
work by a local composer may en- 
dure and find its way to other stages 
— perhaps even in China. 
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Disc Of The Week 

THE SCOTLAND YARD GOSPEL CHOIR 

And the Horse You Rode In On 

+ (Bloodshot) 

Ka 

If you're going to enjoy the music of The Scotland Yard Gospel Choir, you'll need a tolerance for 
highly articulate songwriters wallowing shamelessly in their own romantic misery. There's a song 
here called “Something's Happening” whose chorus goes, “Oh my God, my life is so fucked up! / Oh 
my God, my life is so fucked up!” and another one called “Libertyville or Somewhere” whose chorus is “God, I'm not doing well! / Oh my 
| God, I'm hot doing well!” The first words out of lead singer Elia Einhorn’s mouth are “| hope that you catch syphilis and die alone!” But 
if you're going to write incredibly mopey, Morrissey-esque breakup songs, I'm happy to excuse you if they're also as smart and funny 
and full of vivid details as these. Listen to Elia pour his heart out to his ex-girlfriend on “I Pretend She's You": he starts out venomously, 
singing, “Oh Lee /| know you've got a boyfriend / Plays in a band even you've never heard of.” but it’s not long before he confesses that 
when he's in bed with his new girl, “I usually pretend she's you / ‘cause! don't know what else to do.” The band’s fatalistic outlook on life 
was confirmed in the worst possible way last month when all six members were injured in a van accident; happily, they all survived, and 


hopefully they will celebrate having cheated death by recording many more songs about how miserable it is to be alive 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 








Classical 
OTAKE 
The Name of the Wind 

(Mindful Sounds) 

Pot dtr 

After years of hard labour south of the border, the displaced Albertan composer and pianist Kurt El- 
lenberger is finally getting his due. Prior to his move, he was one of the pillars of the Lethbridge scene; 
nowadays, he deserves to be counted among Canada's most unique musicians. Everything he does — 
classical, jazz, crossover — is of consistently high quality. In the States his career first stalled — and then took off. Utakeé is Ellenberger's 
project with the phenomenal shakuhachi virtuoso Rob Foster and the great percussionist Ric Troll. The music they create together on 
The Name of the Wind is a finely spun blend of world and jazz idioms. It is distinct, delicate, discreet — and slightly dissolute. Perfect for 
slow yet smoky lovemaking. 

PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO 





French Pop 

AIR 

Love2 

(Astralwerks) 

kt: 

On the upside, Love 2 is slightly more interesting than the music they play during my Hatha yoga class. 





On the downside, listening to waves crashing is far less annoying than listening to Air's breathy falsetto — 





it’s like the brothers Gibb drifting away on Vicodin and rainbows. With ifs beeps and blops, the cascading 
| scales of wind chimes and a little tenderly tapped diembe, Air's sixth studio album insists on boring you for 46 minutes with emotion 

| less loops of noises leading into emotionless loops of repetitive, lame-ass lyrics. Sometimes it feels like they've made a few songs 
based on all the non-abrasive alerts you can find on your iPod or cellphone, and if you think about it in those terms, you may be able 

to convince yourself it’s kind of cool. Okay, I'll admit the tunes are delicately layered — nearly as tangible and squishy as moss. And if 
you're into lying on your bed and letting your mind wander, longer tracks like “Tropical Disease” will take you on a dreamy journey. If St 
Germain’s acid jazz is just too darn exciting for you, then you should check out Air's latest release; it’s about as challenging as breathing. 
KATHLEEN BELL 


Swedish Pop 

KINGS OF CONVENIENCE 

Declaration of Dependence 

(Astratwerks) 

wk kt 

There's a certain type of proudly downhearted music that comes exclusively from Scandinavia — depres- 
sion’s the new folkesykdom in Norway. (That's Norwegian for “national illness,” if you didn't know.) And 
Declaration of Dependence, the new album from Erlend Oye and Eirik Boe, better known as Kings of 
Convenience, embodies the Norwegian spirit. Incredibly lush, warm tones? Quiet desperation in the singers’ voices? A sense that love is 
fleeting and remorse is forever? Declaration of Dependence has it all. Take "My Ship Isn't Pretty,’ which takes the hushed guitar strums and 
pleasant vocal harmony of Simon & Garfunkel, and injects a uniquely Scandinavian melancholy. “Is this destruction or just quiet protest 
against loneliness?” the Kings ask, It's not just the words that express how they feel about love; the very texture of the songs evokes 








they do. Norway's apparently a pretty sad and barren land, but this album might make it a little more bearable. 
CURTIS WRIGHT 


Moder Classic? 

DAN MANGAN 

Nice, Nice, Very Nice 

(FUM) 

FOI I 

Stealing his title from a poem in the classic Kurt Vonnegut novel Cat's Cradle, Dan Mangan has crafted 


a near-perfect indie rock album. Simple yet varied, each of these 12 songs could easily stand alone as a 
sparkling single. The most surprising aspect about Nice, Nice is that it's as solid lyrically as it is musically. A 
great example is the anthemic opener “Road Regrets,” which slowly lures you into its grasp, building tension until Mangan's raspy voice 
unleashes "Watch out for the paraphrase/For they will crown you and then they will take your legs!” Even when Mangan gets melancholy, 
he's never sappy — wonderful proof that serious music doesn't have to take itself too seriously. If you think that I'm overenthusiastic 
about this album, try listening to the chorus of “Robots” without singing along: “Robots need love too!” Go on, | dare you! That's a double 
dare to any Death Cab fans! (Dan Mangan plays The Haven Social Club on October 30.) 
KORTNEY JMAEFF 


WNT 
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Norway’s desolate climate and their lonely place within it. And yet the music is so lovely and sincere that you almost want to feel the way | 


aia 


"LISTEN. BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY | 


BOMBCHAN 

DO ME RIGHT 

With this long-anticipated release, Mike 
Park gets down on the floor and draws a 
map of his blues lineage which, like it or not 
isall the more interesting because he's 

an Asian fellow split between 
Edmonton and New York City 
who comes off as ubiqui- 
tously gregarious and happy 
Not exactly the blues tem 
plate (thank God) 

In Park's case, the train stops 
at R.L. Burnside, where he gets 
his modern bounce; from Robert 

Petway, Park picks up some juicy licks a la 
Hendrix; and the rest of the album's songs 
have a Bukka White’s motif, a distinctly 
non-whiny storytelling style, more generally 
sentimental than, you know, the kind of 
music that needs to retardedly say the word 
“blues” every five fucking seconds 

Park's voice, though quiet in its way, is more 
than suited to its task, and | especially love 
the way he warps the lyrics to tell his own 
story of movement from Alberta, which is 
certainly the kind of thing all the heroes of 
the blues used to do — if more gracefully 
than rock acts like Led Zeppelin and 

even The White Stripes. 

One might place Do Me Right 
in the supposedly “trendy” 
camp of postmodern blooz. 
but considering the Fat 
Possum wave of about a 
decade back centred on 
Burnside, Park brings it back 
to a simplified form, keeping the 

choppy, robotic tempo, but valuing electric 
and analog over digital. This guy's good 
without being a show pony. 

KK KK 


PIANO MAGIC 

OVATIONS 

How ‘bout alittle ghostrock for Halloween? 
With a voice so close to Dead Can Dance's 
Brendan Perry | had to double-check first 









music 


time | heard him, UK's Glen Johnson sits 
amid a tempest of rotating friends and 
musicians. In its inevitable loneliness, this is 
certainly very vampire goth of him, as fiddles 
and Middle Eastern drums come and go like 
the centuries, mutating into industrial dance 
throughout these pagan, pretty, 
powerful songs. 

The centrepiece of the album 
is “March of the Atheists,” 
the post-religious song of 
the year. (Move over, Slayer) 

Sample lyrics, sung from the 

back of an echoing church 
“Well, | can accept that you have 
your faith so you can accept that | have none 
.. And all these fabulous beasts that you 
strike down, and ali these beautiful lands 
you claim to command. And all these wars 
in the name of a book — there's God in your 
heart and there's blood on your hands ... So 
where are-your fires of hell? | see no angels, 
no heaven on high. | hear no marching of 
your saints.” 
Zam! Well, what did you expect this week, 
music about Jesus? 
KKK 


OLD SCHOOL 
NICK DRAKE 
FIVE LEAVES LEFT (1969) 

Soft and haunted, Drake 
worked through his depres- 
sion by writing unimaginably 
beautiful folk-pop songs 

on his guitar, and like A 

Confederacy of Dunces author 
J.K. Toole, took ona cult status 
which has since evolved into legend. Drake's 
voice, often sitting on a bed of dreamy 
strings, is the antithesis of the endless line of 
jockier Dylan would-bes, “Cello Song” being 
especially beautiful. 
On dates, play this after Rodriguez’ Cold 
Fact, And if you're out there ruining open 
stage night, please try and be 1/20 as 
patient and subtle. 
kk kkk 
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MUSIC BUZZ MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS |581 words 


Death Intrudes On Halloween | 





WILL TOAST HIS MEMORY THIS 
MONDAY 





Well, God fucked us again. Barstool 
Barry, one of the sweetest, calmest 
people known to CBC and several 
Whyte Avenue communities over 
the years, passed away in his sleep 
this week, bringing the Black Dog 
and Empress together in mourning. 

Barry was more into deep-fried 
turkeys than ceremonies, so the 
wake at the Empress this Monday 
at 7:30 p.m. will be loose and infor- 
mal, and will include music from 
his numerous friends, ruminations 
on how to be as nice a guy as he 
was and, unofficially, the munch- 
ing of pot cookies when no one’s 
looking. 

The Year of the Sword is almost 
over, folks; just hold on tight and 
hopefully the rest of us will make it 
through. Just as we miss Gilbert and 
Joe, we'll miss your smiling face too, 
Barry. Thanks for all the generosity. 
In lieu of flowers, please make dona- 


tions to Operation Red Nose. 


More pressing, I'm guessing, is the 
issue of what to actually do this 
weekend. Last year at the Starlite it 
was just such a fucking mess to get in. 
(I gave up and went to Pawn Shop.) 
Also, if the bar continues to not keep 
a database of its paid members, and 
if you've lost your membership card, 
you get to pony up again. So at least 
double-check and laminate before 
showing up Saturday, okay, friends? 
But Bands as Bands is just so deli- 
cious in its exquisite parody, includ- 
ing Slates headlining as Sabbath, 
Darrek Anderson & the Guaran- 
teed as GBV, and the lecherous sex 
goblins in Field + Stream playing 
Dire Straits. Warning: get there ear- 
ly, doors at eight, having sought out 
your favourite players, as the venue 
has once again made bands compete 
with each other and sell their own 
$10 tickets early. That's how they can 
theoretically get paid extra, as long 
as someone hasn't hustled harder, 
which has caused a little grumbling. 
(For drop-ins at the door at $20, 
post-production leftovers are split 
between the bands, 17 ways or so.) 


This week bubbles with stuff you 
should check out, including eternal 
Halloweenies Hank + Lily at Wun- 
derbar that same night. ARTery is a 
several-headed beast, starting Thurs- 
day with The Bix Mix Boys doing a 


bluegrass podcast ... Jesus, those two 
words sure look funny together. Like 
the Tennessee broadcasts of old, the 
event is officially sponsored, drag 
ging us ever-nearer to Depression- 
era economic tactics. Hey, I'll pick 
peaches for five cents a day any time 
if there's free beer. 

The next night is Christian Han- 
sen and the Autistics with Bron- 
toScorpio, starring in Blood and 
Candy. | had the pleasure of doing 
a volunteer photo shoot for the band 
the other day, which was incredibly 
boobtastic, mostly because of Curtis 
Ross’ shivering, jutting nipples. 
We went to the ruins of Keillor 


Road (a.k.a. the End of the World), | 


which made for a number of money 
shots with Black Sabbath’s first al- 
bum cover in mind. 

The gore band has some fucking 
hilarious antics planned, including 
more pyro and a genre-hopping trib- 
ute that's going to be hilarious. If all 
this mad money action is too much 
for you, the Black Dog is hiding bones 
around the bar on Halloween night, 
and is giving away prizes for finding 
them — and also for best canine cos- 
tume. So if you're already going as 
a dog, meet your destiny within. Or 


maybe just an erotic dancer named | 


“Destiny Within.” 

Go ahead and use that, nameless 
pole dancers of Edmonton. Now 
bring on all the drunk office chicks 
dressed as Forever 41 prostitutes! 











YOUR QUEST STARTS HERE! 


Learn full-time, part-time, online... on your time | 


NorQuest College is your community college, providing career education through diplomas | 


and certificates in health, human service, business and industry. 


Need pre-requisites or language training to go on to further study or a better job... 


| we can help with that too! 


DIPLOMAS: 

* Business Administration 
* Digital Graphics 
Communications 


* Mental Health Rehabilitation 
(Diploma or Certificate) 


* Pharmacy Technician 
* Physical Therapy Assistant 
¢ Practical Nurse 


* Social Work 
(with a multicuttural focus) 


* Therapeutic Recreation 
(Diploma or Certificate) 


wiww.norquest.ca 


COLltOr a 





For more information, call 780-644-6000 
in Edmonton, 1-866-534-7218 toll free or visit 


CERTIFICATES: 

* Aboriginal Community 
Support Worker 

* Aboriginal Policing & Security 

* Administrative Professional 
(six specializations) 


* Apprenticeship Prep 

* Building Service Worker 

* Day Home Provider 

* Facility Service Management 
Health Care Aide 

Hospital Unit Clerk 
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MUSIC PREVIEW GOOD CAUSE! - BY THOMAS PATRICK PRINGLE 494 words 


Roofless People 


play HomeFest. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


HOMEFEST USES THE : 
COMMUNITY-BUILDING POWER 
OF FOLK MUSIC TO FIGHT 
EDMONTON HOMELESSNESS 





HOMEFEST 2009 

Featuring Maria Dunn, Myrol, Back Porch Swing, and mare. 
TransAlta Arts Barns (10030-84 Ave). Sun, Nov1 (2pm). 
Tickets; $10 (free admission for children under 12). 





Jim Gurnett likes HomeFest for the 
music, but he loves the fact that the 
message is getting through. “I bump 
into people not on the day, but may- 
be a week or a month later,” says the 


| spokesman for the Edmonton Coali- 


tion on Housing and Homelessness 
(ECOHH), “and they say, ‘I was at 
HomeFest and I had no idea that 
Edmonton had such a problem with 
people having decent housing and 
I'm glad I went because now it mat- 
ters to me.” 

The selling point of HomeFest is 
that audiences get five continuous 
hours of folk and roots music, but 
its real goal is to inform the public 





Dunn The Do-Gooder | Maria Dunn is just one of many community-minded musicians slatedto— 


‘ 
the “Sound Bites” room features 
informational talks from ECOHH 
and, back by popular demand, lo- 
cal poetry readings on the topic of 
homelessness. 

“We have an expanded art show 
this year,” Gurnett notes. “People 
will be able to see and even buy art by 
people who are living with troubled 
difficulties around their own hous- 
ing.” Proceeds this year will-go to 
two organizations: the YMCA which 
in turn provides mattress covers to 
help with hygiene in homeless living 
conditions; and The Mustard Seed, 
which aids with day-to-day issues 
like clothing and food. 

HomeFest is now in its seventh 
year of operation and is readily be- 
coming an annual institution for folk 
fans and the socially minded alike. 
And €COHH chair Keith Harding 
says events like these really can have 
a political influence. 

“We have seen detailed plans to ad- 
dress the housing problems of some 
people released this year by both the 





THE ISSUE GOES BEYOND “THE ADDICTED, TROUBLED, 
MIDDLE-AGED MAN THAT YOU SEE ON THE SIDEWALK.” 





of a problem that isn’t always that 
apparent. Edmonton's 
population averages around 2,600 
and HomeFest features several infor- 
mational presentations designed to 
remind concertgoers that the issue 
goes beyond, as Gurnett puts it, “the 
one most people tend to think of: the 
addicted, troubled, middle-aged man 
that you see on the sidewalk. [We 
have] several other organizations 
talk about the range, so people know 
more about the reality of families, se- 
niors, and immigrants.” 

The musicians featured this year 
include Canadian Folk Music Award 
nominee Maria Dunn, as well as My- 
rol, Back Porch Swing, the Bix Mix 
Boys, Jessica Heine, and a set of U22 
artists. The music takes place across 
three stages in the Arts Barns while 


homeless 


City of Edmonton and the Province 
of Alberta,” he says. “However, the 
necessary investment of funding 
by the federal and provincial gov- © 
ernments is not matching what is 
needed. ECOHH sponsors Home- 
Fest because we believe the best way 
to get action on these issues is when 
many voters are letting elected lead- 
ers know this is an issue they- want 
addressed.” i 

And how can those guys say no to 
a bunch of cute kids? “Children can 
go with their parents and build their 
own instruments,” Gurnett says. He 
laughs: “Or a little button to wear 
with their own commitment to hous- 
ing on it to let other kids know that 
they know about this issue.” 

Well, homes need building from 
the ground floor up... 
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